
Y E A R  7
S T U D E N T S
B O O K L E T

C L A S S  O F  2 0 3 2

1



T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S
03 School Arrival

05 School Timings

07 Uniform

09 Lunch and break expectations

11 Secondary School DOs and DON’Ts

13 PYP vs. MYP

15 MYP Assessment

17 Service as Action

19 Reporting Cycles 

21 Planner Usage

23 Who is Who (Staff)

25 What do I do if...

2



S C H O O L
A R R I V A L

Depending on your time of arrival, you can enter the
school at the following entrances:

Arrival Time Entrance

Before 7:15
Main Entrance

 Football Field Side

After 7:15
SS Science Corridor 

Main SS Office Corridor
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Arrival Time Location

7:00 - 7:15
Proceed to canteen. At 7:15 am, slowly make
your way to your homeroom.

7:15 - 7:30 
Go straight to your homeroom. Your
homeroom (HR) teacher will begin
registration at 7:30 am. 

7:30 - 7:40
If you arrive at this time, your HR teacher
must mark you ‘LATE’ on iSams. Being on
time is IMPORTANT!  

7:40 or later
7:40 passed ?!? Head out to the Secondary
School Office to complete registration. 

S C H O O L
A R R I V A L

You’ve arrived to school! Check out the time and head out to
one of the locations below:
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Period Start End Duration (min) 

Registration 7:30 7:40 10

1 7:40 8:35 55

2 8:35 9:30 55

3 9:30 10:25 55

Snack 10:25 10:45 20

4 10:45 11:40 55

5 11:40 12:35 55

6 12:35 1:30 55

Lunch 1:30 2:10 40

7 2:10 3:05 55

8/CCA 3:10 4:00 50

S C H O O L
T I M I N G S

Every Monday to Thursday, your school day will be
arranged according to the following timings. It is essential
that you arrive to school on time and check your
timetable (iSAMS) for the location of your next lesson. 
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S C H O O L
T I M I N G S

Your Friday arrangement is a little bit different.
Registration starts at the same time, but instead of usual 3
lessons before the first break, you will now have 4. It is also
important to note that Friday break ends slightly earlier
(10:40) so that you can arrive on time for Period 5.  

Period Start End Duration (min) 

Registration 7:30 7:40 10

1 7:40 8:20 40

2 8:20 9:00 40

3 9:00 9:40 40

4 9:40 10:20 40

Break 10:20 10:40 20

5 10:40 11:20 40

6 11:20 12:00 40
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U N I F O R M

When in school, you are required to wear uniform at all
times. Depending on your timetable, you should either
wear dark blue pants/skirt and light-blue button-down
shirt (for non-PE days) or PE kit for days when you have
PE. Similarly, on non-PE days you must wear dark shoes
(see next page for details), while ‘trainers’ are allowed for
PE. 

Your HR teacher will monitor whether all students are
wearing uniform each day. In case you couldn’t bring
uniform, inform your HR teacher and/or Head of the Year
7, and he/she will give you a ‘uniform pass’ for that day. 
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U N I F O R M

On cooler days, you might
opt to wear a dark blue
sweater. See examples on
the right. 

Your shoes should be
completely dark. Crocs
and shoes with non-dark
sole are not allowed.

While in school, you are
also required to wear your
lanyard at all times. This
allows teachers and other
staff members to quickly
see the Year Group you
belong to and provide
help if needed. Lanyard
colours are shown on the
right. 
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L U N C H  &  B R E A K
E X P E C T A T I O N S

During break and lunch time, you can stay in one of the
following areas:

1.Corridor Space 
2.Table Tennis Area (ground floor)
3.Learning Garden (ground floor)
4.PE Hall (you’re not allowed to bring in food here)
5.Canteen (ground floor)
6.Canteen Extension (this is only for DP students) 
7.Quad Area (ground floor)
8.Sky Garden (first floor)

This is the time to be with your
friends and you should not
stay in the classroom. In case
you really want to remain
inside the classroom, you must
obtain teacher’s permission.

Depending on the weather, some
outdoor areas might be closed.
We will inform you in advance
about the change, and the teacher
on break/lunch duty will remind
you about permitted areas. 
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We know how easy it is to lose the track of
time while you’re talking to your friends,
playing games, or simply enjoying a meal.
Therefore, make your way to the
classroom 5 minutes before the break
ends. This will prevent you from being late
for your next lesson. 

It is very important to pick up the
thrash after yourself. Tissue, plastic
boxes, plastic cutlery, empty bottles,
etc., should be picked up and
disposed properly. Teachers on the
duty will monitor closely and remind
you to clean the area after yourself. 

L U N C H  &  B R E A K
E X P E C T A T I O N S

During break and lunch, you’re
encouraged to interact with other
students. You should not use a cell phone
nor other device, since they prevent you
from having a good time with your friends.
Teacher on break/lunch duty will monitor
for device usage during this time. 
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S E C O N D A R Y
S C H O O L  D O S  &
D O N ’ T S

You should not be late for your class. Instead,
arrive on time and prepare your lesson
material accordingly. 

During the lesson, you should focus
on completing assigned tasks. Class
disruption will have negative effect
on your and other students’ work.

You’re not allowed to eat in the classroom
during the lesson. You should have your
snack and lunch during the break and lunch
break in one of the assigned areas (see page
X). 

You should not submit incomplete
assignments. In case you need further
clarification, make sure to reach out to
your teacher for help. All your assignment
should be complete, organized, and
neatly arranged.

While in school, you are expected to wear
uniform or PE kit at all times. Tracksuits,
colorful clothing, and/or trainers are not
allowed. 
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S E C O N D A R Y
S C H O O L  D O S  &
D O N ’ T S

 You should always submit your own
work and properly acknowledging the
work of others. Copying the work from
other students and/or online is
considered as academic dishonesty.

Treat all your classmates and teachers
with respect at all times. Disrespectful
behaviour and/or inappropriate
language might result in Year Level
detention. 

Make sure to always clean after yourself,
especially during the snack and lunch
breaks. Treat school facilities with utmost
respect. Any damage to the school
property will be sanctioned.

To use the cell phone during the lesson, you
must obtain your teacher’s permission.
Without permission, your device will be 
confiscated and you will be able to get it from
the SS Office at the end of the school day.

Any sort of physical aggression
that can result in injuries will
lead to suspension. Treat other
students the same way you’d
like to be treated.
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P Y P  V S .  M Y P

Related
Concept

Global
ContextSubject 1

Subject 2

Key Concept

Related
Concept

MYP follows conceptual model of teaching and learning.
There are two types of concepts whose main role is  to ‘drive’
your inquiry about ideas and issues of personal, local and
global significance. Key concepts are broad and powerful
ideas which are relevant across subjects and disciplines (e.g.
change). Related concepts are subject-specific and allow you
to explore subject content in greater detail (e.g. balance for
science). You can think of key and related concepts in terms
of transportation. While you’re more likely to use car to travel
from one place to another, bicyle or scooter are usually
better option if you want to explore the place in depth. 

1 3



P Y P  V S .  M Y P

But doesn’t this mean that I can explore just
about anything as long as it’s connected to
key and related concepts? 

Within MYP, all concepts are set in
contexts, which represent authentic
world settings, events, and
circumstances. There are 6 global
contexts for teaching and learning in
MYP, and their connection to PYP’s
transdisciplinary themes is given below. 

PYP Transdisciplinary Theme Relevant MYP Global Context

Who We Are Identities and Relationships

Where We Are in Place and
Time 

Orientation in Space and Time

How We Express Ourselves Personal and Cultural Expression

How the World Works
Scientific and Technical
Innovation

How We Organize Ourselves Globalization and Sustainability

Sharing the Planet Fairness and Development
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M Y P
A S S E S S M E N T

MYP assessment is very important for all teaching and
learning at DIAEH.  During the MYP, teachers will
continuously assess your knowledge and skills using a
“best-fit” approach against a set of subject-specific
criteria. 

How does “best-fit” approach work?
Herein, your teachers will not compare
your work with those of other students,
and you will not be required to master all
strands of specific criteria at lower
achievement levels before you can be
considered to have achieved the next
level. They will simply evaluate your
performance against a specific strand and
provide the “best-fit” achievement level.

What is “subject-specific criteria”? 
Each MYP subject has four different
assessment criteria classified as A, B,
C, and D.  Each criterion has unique
descriptors called strands, which
teachers use to evaluate your work at
different achievement levels (1-8). 
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M Y P
A S S E S S M E N T

Subject A  / 8 B / 8 C  / 8 D  / 8

Language &
literature

Analysing Organizing Producing Text Using Language

Language
Acquisition

Listening Reading Speaking Writing

Individuals &
societies

Knowing &
understanding

Investigating Communicating Thinking Critically

Sciences
Knowing &
understanding

Inquiring &
designing

Processing &
evaluating

Reflecting on the
impacts of
science

Mathematics
Knowing &
understanding

Investigating
Patterns

Communicating

Applying
mathematics in
real-world
contexts

Arts Investigating Developing
Creating /
Performing

Evaluating

Physical & Health
Education

Knowing &
understanding

Planning for
performance

Applying &
performing

Reflecting &
improving
performance

Design
Inquiring &
analysing

Developing
Ideas

Creating the
solution

Evaluating

Interdisciplinary Evaluating Synthesizing Reflecting NA

The full list of MYP subject-specific criteria is given below.  
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S E R V I C E  A S
A C T I O N  

The MYP Service as Action is a core component of the IB curriculum,
which will help you to engage with your communities and make a positive
impact through meaningful service. This will allow you to become more
confident and self-regulated learner. Each year you should be involved in
two Service as action activities  which must  be logged on Managebac.

Aim:  to develop students’ sense of
responsibility, empathy, and global
citizenship. It encourages students to
take thoughtful and voluntary action in
their communities, both local and
global.

Integration: service as action is
integrated into the curriculum and
often linked to the concepts and
contexts explored in various subjects.
This allows you to relate your activities
to academic learning.

Learning Outcomes: the program will
help you to develop international-
mindedness, work collaboratively, and
demonstrate a commitment to service.

Student-Led: you will identify
community needs, plan and initiate
service activities, and then reflect on
their experiences. This will help your  
personal growth, and allow you to
become a leader.
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Types of Action

For your Service as Action project, you can choose one of the
following types of activities:

S E R V I C E  A S
A C T I O N

For more information please contact the Service asction coordinator
Ms. Amy Sharp  Amys@diadubai.com 

2. Indirect Action: 
these are activities that benefit
others, but without direct interaction.
Examples: creating awareness
campaigns, fundraising for a cause,
organizing a donation drive, making
educational materials for
underprivileged schools.

1. Direct Action: 
this is a face-to-face, hands-on
engagement with the community.
Examples: 
tutoring younger students,
community clean-up, environmental
conservation efforts.

4. Research: 
involves exploring issues to inform
action or decision-making.
Examples: conducting surveys on
community needs, researching
sustainable practices, analyzing data
on social issues, investigating the
impact of local policies.

3. Advocacy: 
involves raising awareness and
inspiring action on a particular
issue.
Examples: campaigning for
environmental protection, writing
articles or blogs to promote social
justice, organizing petitions or
lobbying efforts, giving
presentations on global issues.
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G R A D E
R E P O R T I N G

All strands of each MYP criterion will be assessed at least
twice in one academic year. For each summative
assessment you will be given criterion grade (1-8). These
grades are then used to determine MYP grades (1-7) which
go on your report card. 

What do MYP grades show?
The Termly Report grades reflect your attainment across
all four MYP criteria. Criterion grades (1-8) are summed
up, and MYP grade is established according to ‘Sum of
criterion grades’ column on the next page. 

What is a Target grade (TG)? 
Your report card will contain an end of the year Target
Grade (TG) which is at or above the target generated by
CAT4 data. TG will not change during the course of
academic year and you can either work towards the target
grade, reach it, or even exceed it at times. 
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Criterion Grade (1-8)

A 4

B 5

C 6

D 7

Sum 22

Sum of criterion grades Grade (1-7)

1-5 1

6-9 2

10-14 3

15-18 4

19-23 5

24-27 6

28-32 7

G R A D E
R E P O R T I N G
How are MYP grades awarded? 
Let’s check Manish’s criterion grades below. 

Manish was awarded grade 4 for his
criterion A. For next assessment, he’s
received grades 5 and 6 for criteria B
and C, respectively. His hard work
finally paid off when he received grade
7 for criterion D. 

But what will his
MYP grade be?

The sum of Manish’s criteria
grades is:
4 + 5 + 6 + 7 = 22

He can now look for number
22 in the table below, under
‘sum of criterion grades’
column. 22 is between 19 and
23, and hence Manish’s MYP
grade will be 5. 
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S T U D E N T
P L A N N E R

At the beginning of 25/26 academic year, you will be given Student
Planner. This planner aims to strengthen your organisational skills by
helping you keep a track of your homework, weekly assignments, and
academic records. Instructions on completing certain fields of Student
Planner are given below. 

Homework 
To ensure completion of all homework tasks, refer to the page in your Student
Planner that looks just like the excerpt below. Once teacher announces the
homework, refer to the date in the top left corner, fill in the name of the
subject and the details regarding homework assignment. Make sure to add the
deadline (i.e. Date Due), and tick the box once you finish! 

Weekly Planning
To keep track of all tasks throughout the week, each week will have ‘Weekly
Planning’ section. Herein, you can add reminders about things you need to do
(assessment), bring to school (materials for science project), and any other
things worth remembering. 
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S T U D E N T
P L A N N E R
Results Tracker
Your Student Planner will also have a section to help you track your progress
towards the Target Grade (TG) for each subject. After your report cards are
released, you will enter the name of the subject, your target grade, and the
grade awarded for the current reporting cycle.

Academic Target Setting
In addition to tracking your grades, you should set the overall academic targets
you hope to achieve. After report cards are issued, you need to cautiously
check all your grades and devise a plan stating HOW you will achieve selected
target and WHO can potentially help you with that. Lastly, before you set the
new target, make sure you know how to recognize that you achieved the
current one.
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W H O  I S
W H O ?

At DIAEH, we have a wide range of staff available to help
both you and your parents with any issues you may have in
connection with school. 

Homeroom (HR) Teacher
Should be your first point of contact for all routine issues
and concerns. Speak to your homeroom teacher about any
questions, worries or problems you may have. 

Head of Year (HoY)
Ms. Alicen Inker will support HR teachers in
helping to resolve problems. Speak to Ms.
Inker if you cannot find your HR teacher.

Ms. Dessemond - 7E

Mr. Pekhazis. - 7B Mr. Kelly - 7DMs. Belachene - 7CMs. Okore - 7A

Ms. Vasquez - 7F Ms. Quintas - 7G
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W H O  I S
W H O ?

MYP Assistant Head (Academics)
Mrs. Ruba Jeshi will help with any academic issues
related to your education, assessment, and subject
knowledge. 

Deputy Head (Pastoral)
Mr. Colin Leacy leads the pastoral team. Reach out to
him if you feel that your pastoral issue needs to be
addressed at a higher level. 

Deputy Head (Academics)
Mr. Jonathon Dunn leads the MYP academic team.
Reach out to him if you feel that your academic issue
needs to be addressed at a higher level.

Head of Secondary School
Ms. Michelle Puxty will help with any issues not resolved
satisfactorily after other channels have been followed or
any issues you feel need to be addressed at a higher
level.

Pastoral Coordinator 7-9 
Mrs. Amy Dowling will help with any issues
affecting your wellbeing  and for any pastoral
issues not resolved satisfactorily through other
channels.

IB MYP Coordinator
Mrs. Mahua Paul will support curricular matters such
as subject selection, different learning pathways,
and/or program-specific considerations. 
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Lose my lanyard:
Go to the main Secondary Office

Want to call home: 
Go to the main Secondary Office

Forget my lunch money:
Go to the main Secondary Office

I am late to school: 
Go to the main Secondary Office for a late slip -

 then head to your homeroom!

I am absent from school: 
Send an email to the SS office  Evelynp@diadubai.com

Lose my planner:
Go to the main Secondary Office

Have a suggestion to improve the school: 
You can share this suggestion with your Head of Year 

or any member of the Senior Leadership team.

Have questions about trips and visits: 
You can ask your Head of Year/ Homeroom Teacher or

 Subject teacher

W H A T  D O  I
D O  I F
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Feeling unsafe or need to report something: 
Talk to your Head of Year, or any trusted teacher.

Need to see the school nurse: 
Ask your teacher for permission and they will give you a

nurse pass 

Miss a day of school: 
Ask your parent/guardian to email the school office.

Have a problem with a locker: 
Report it to your Homeroom Teacher and they will

contact facilities

Need help with schoolwork or assignments: 
Talk to your Subject Teacher, Head of Year, or attend

after-school help sessions if available.

Unsure of your timetable or room locations: 
Ask your Homeroom Teacher or go to the main Secondary

Office for assistance.

W H A T  D O  I
D O  I F
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Dream - Inspire - Achieve


