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Dear DIA families,

Welcome Back… and Welcome to DIA! (Brace yourselves, there is a lot here)
A very warm welcome to the new academic year! To our returning families, it is wonderful to have you back, and to those joining DIA for the first time,
whether you are new to Dubai or simply new to our campus, welcome to our community. I hope the first few days have already given you a sense of
what makes our school such a busy, vibrant and special place.

There has certainly been plenty happening while you have been away or waiting to join us. Many of you will already have spotted several upgrades
across the campus, with more still to come. From flooring and learning spaces to the crown jewels - the first of our play-space renovations at Kiss & Drop
is nearing completion, including our first-ever DIA ‘lake’ and waterfall! Our Hobbit House and Tree House are also en route and, following some
understandable shipping delays, completion is imminent. The children have already begun exploring parts of these new spaces, and we cannot wait to
see them in full use once everything is complete. Parents we will get you involved in these spaces soon.

As with every new school year, there are also a few reminders and updates as we settle back into our routines.

Trusting the Process
One thing I have been particularly grateful for this year is the trust families have placed in us. From class placements to school readiness and transitions,
fewer requests for changes (with none made) and a reduction in lengthy follow-up conversations have allowed our teachers and Senior Team to spend
more time with children and staff than ever before.

That trust matters. When established processes are given time to work, the school operates more efficiently and our capacity to focus on teaching,
learning and school improvement increases.

We will always listen, explain and support where concerns arise, but I also want to say a genuine thank you for trusting us. That trust gives us more time
to focus on what matters most: making the school experience as strong as possible for every child.

Choices, Choices, Allocations – CCAs
Let us start with this one. We know how much our students value CCAs, and we also know there can be disappointment when a particular activity or
squad does not work out.

The good news is that 92% of students who submitted preferences have already received a minimum of 1 CCA allocation. Of the remaining 8%, most
selected only one or two preferences, while some of our most popular activities received more than 120 first-choice requests for a limited number of
spaces. As outlined in the CCA Help Book, selecting a broader range of genuine preferences gives children the best possible chance of securing a
place.

The picture is also still developing. Competitive squads, Choir, Dance Versity, Musical, Robotics, TED-Ed Talks, Junior DIAMUN and other invitational
opportunities are still being finalised, while our open clubs provide additional opportunities without the need to sign up.
We made the decision to begin CCAs as early as possible rather than delay the whole programme while every squad and invitational activity was
confirmed. As those groups are finalised, some CCA places will naturally become available and we will look again at further allocations in approximately
two weeks.

For now, however, all currently available CCA places have been allocated, so we are unable to make individual swaps or additions. If you have already
emailed us, there is no need to follow up; we will keep those requests on file and review them once spaces begin to move. These will be allocated based
on the priorities detailed in the CCA booklet. Thank you for your patience. With CCAs, squads, open clubs and invitational or audition based groups all
getting underway, there is a huge amount for our children to get involved in this term, alongside the many paid options on offer.

The Annual Back-to-School Traffic! 🚗
As always, traffic takes a little time to settle at the beginning of the year as everyone finds their routines and we await the start of squads and CCAs.

We know traffic can be frustrating, but we all share exactly the same goal: the safe arrival and departure of our students. A little patience, kindness and a
friendly wave to one another goes a long way, particularly during these first few weeks while routines become established. 

Someone once gave me a piece of advice that has stayed with me: find the hero in everyone.

At school drop-off, for example, it is easy to see someone rushing, failing to say thank you, pushing into a queue or appearing impatient and immediately
conclude that they are being inconsiderate. But there is almost always a story we cannot see. Perhaps they are late for work. Perhaps their child had a
difficult morning. Perhaps there is something happening at home that nobody else knows about.

So rather than immediately asking, “Why are they being so rude?”, I try to ask, “What might be happening that would make a good person behave like
this today?” That does not mean accepting unsafe or genuinely disrespectful behaviour. Standards still matter. It simply means separating the behaviour
from the person and beginning with curiosity rather than judgement.

Head of Primary’s  Message
Barefooting it in nana’s meadow



BYOD… 💻 Year 4 - Year 6
Last year we removed BYOD from Year 3 and I want to thank the Year 3 team for their adaptability and flexibility as they navigated this transition. This
now ensures that the BYOD program begins alongside the specialised computing teaching that begins in Year 4. There will be no further alterations at
this time.  A reminder that smart devices are not permitted at all on campus even if switched off and kept in the bag. This includes smart phones and
smart watches. If seen or if ipads are misused the device will be brought to the office for collection by a parent. 

Please take a few moments to review the attached BYOD booklet, which outlines the minimum device specifications and technical requirements. Fully
understanding this guidance will help ensure a smooth start to the year. 

DIA BYOD Programme 2026-2027.pptx.pdf 

Lanyards On, Please!
A quick but important safeguarding reminder: all adults entering the campus must have their lanyard, or a visitor lanyard, clearly visible. Whether you
have been a DIA parent for five weeks or five years, the expectation is the same. Please also ensure that any designated adult who regularly collects
your child has the appropriate identification and their own lanyard arranged. Passing your lanyard to another adult is not sufficient, as the identification
must correspond to the person wearing it.

Please email helpdesk@diadubai.com to arrange a lanyard if needed. There is currently a backlog and the team is working to get these issued as quickly
as possible. In the meantime, please collect a visitor badge from Security when entering the campus.

Staff have been reminded to challenge anyone on campus who is not displaying one. Please do not be offended if somebody asks – in fact, I hope you
find it reassuring. Our school must be a safe space for everyone, and knowing who is on our campus is a simple but essential part of keeping it that way.

NB: Now we have settled in, parents are requested to drop their children at your chosen entrance point and allow your children to enter the campus
independently or with the support of the many staff on hand. Please note that by default, parents are not permitted to drop off at classrooms. 

Dates for the Diary 📅
Finally, please take a few minutes to look through the calendar and upcoming events. There is already plenty happening!
In particular, I would encourage families to join our PADIA Welcome and attend the upcoming Parent Information Sessions led by your child’s Head of
Year. These sessions are a great opportunity to understand the year ahead, put faces to names, meet members of the wider team and connect with our
Senior Leadership Team.

There will inevitably be lots of information coming your way during these opening weeks, but hopefully the newsletter will continue to provide one useful
place to catch up on what is happening across Primary.

It is wonderful to have everyone back. Here’s to another year of learning, opportunity, community and, no doubt, a little organised chaos along the way!

Parent Representatives – We Still Need You!
A huge thank you to everyone who has already volunteered to become a PADIA Parent Representative this year. It has been fantastic to see so many
parents willing to give their time and help strengthen the connection between our families and the school community. Not only that, this role gives me a
point of contact should I need to connect with the class regarding anything. We are making great progress, but there are still a number of classes where
we would love to have a parent step forward:

KG1: Completed
KG2 E
Year 1 A, D, F, G
Year 2 B, C, E, G
Year 3 F
Year 4 A, B, D, G
Year 5 B, C, G
Year 6 B, F, G

If your child is in one of these classes and you have been considering getting involved, we would really encourage you to put your name forward. Being a
Parent Rep is a wonderful way to connect with other families, support communication and play an active part in our wider school community.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Kind regards,
Tom

PTO

Head of Primary’s  Message
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mailto:helpdesk@diadubai.com
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtH2IBVpVwkFKkV6gmfx6qc1UQ1hJME1YRDhISU9ISUdWRzJGSDlOQVRJWC4u


Head of Primary’s  Message
CAT4 and NGRT Assessments – Years 2–6
Over the next two weeks, students in Years 2–6 will complete their CAT4 and NGRT assessments. These assessments provide teachers with valuable
information about each child’s strengths, learning needs and progress, helping us to plan teaching and support effectively.

CAT4 – Cognitive Abilities Test

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) is an online assessment designed to explore a child’s underlying learning potential and reasoning abilities, rather
than testing knowledge they have been taught in class.

CAT4 looks at four key areas of cognitive ability:

Verbal Reasoning – thinking and solving problems using words and language.
Non-Verbal Reasoning – solving problems using shapes, figures and diagrams.
Quantitative Reasoning – using numbers and numerical patterns to solve problems.
Spatial Reasoning – visualising and mentally manipulating shapes and objects.

Further information about CAT4 can be found here.

NGRT – New Group Reading Test

The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a standardised, adaptive assessment that evaluates students’ reading, decoding and comprehension skills in
English. It helps teachers understand each child’s current reading ability and identify areas of strength and where further support may be beneficial.
The assessment takes approximately 30–50 minutes and is completed digitally using students’ iPads. As NGRT is an adaptive assessment, the
questions adjust automatically according to each child’s responses and level of ability.

Further information about NGRT can be found here.

Headphones and iPad Settings

To help ensure the assessments run smoothly, please note the following:

Years 2 and 3: Please send your child to school with a pair of wired headphones with a 3.5 mm audio jack.
Years 4–6: Students may bring any headphones that are compatible with their iPad.

Screen Time settings: Please ensure that any Screen Time limits or app restrictions are disabled on your child’s iPad during the assessment period,
as some of the assessments can take up to 70 minutes to complete.

There is no special preparation or revision required for these assessments. We simply encourage students to approach them calmly, try their best and
ensure they have had a good night’s sleep and breakfast before coming to school.

Parent Reports

CAT4 parent reports will be shared at the end of September once all students have completed them. Parent reports are not available for the NGRT
tests. 

https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/information-for-parents
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/ngrt-support/general-information/information-for-parents


Deputy Head Boy

Davide Altieri
Deputy Head Boy

Davide Altieri
Head Girl

Zona Bhatia
Head Girl

Zona Bhatia
Deputy Head Girl

Alma Zaabi
Deputy Head Girl

Alma Zaabi
Head Boy

Aakash Nandi
Head Boy

Aakash Nandi

We are thrilled to introduce our Student Leadership Team for the next
academic year 2026-2027 at DIA-EH. These exceptional students have been
selected to represent their peers and participate in our school improvement
initiatives. They will actively engage in various projects, share student
perspectives, and help drive positive change within our community.

Student Leadership 2026-2027Student Leadership 2026-2027Student Leadership 2026-2027

Head and Deputy TeamHead and Deputy TeamHead and Deputy Team

House CaptainsHouse CaptainsHouse Captains

Water
Alexander Borisov

Water
Anne Van Gelder

Fire
Guhan Devisetti

Fire
Julia Kasparian

Air
Vansh Matta

Air
Sharvi Sable

Earth
Sahir Talwalker

Earth
Giulia Issa

Arabic AmbassadorsArabic AmbassadorsArabic Ambassadors

Hana Lee Kshahira BhatiaMinahil Habib Zawer Dohjoka Carlie Naja

Advait Ram

Michael Haddad

Mary Spaans Yixin LiuArtem Simonian Sima ShakfehBasile Tirant
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Kaira Manucha
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Irene Kim
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Kavish Roy

Mila El Youssef

Meera Menon

Kairav Chhabra

Zayd El Youssef

Mateo Dot Ribas

Ranvit KapoorNaisa Parwani

Mishka Java



Language AmbassadorsLanguage AmbassadorsLanguage Ambassadors

Ellen Van
Der Sluijs

Yasmina Mitri Brayden DSouzaEsma Halici

Sports AmbassadorsSports AmbassadorsSports Ambassadors

Olivia Nieto
Anguis

Omar Iskandarani

Mofeier ZhangMarc Derouiche

Jan Carbonell

Pavle Trajkovic

Marina
Nieto AnguisRachelle Rahji

Mustafa 
Ege Ural

Efe Koc

Adrika Bisht

Manon Collin Kiaash
Prasanna

Technology AmbassadorsTechnology AmbassadorsTechnology Ambassadors

Weichen Zhang

Arthur Lehembre

Nadia Aboul
Einein

Javier Leira
Calvo

Ines Munoz
Hernanz

Giulio 
CampagnoliOtto Cavenaghi

FrenchFrench  French 

SpanishSpanish  Spanish 

Lev Osochenko Leonardo
Barattieri

Ayaan Saluja Zian Gosalia Pelayo De Luna
Colino

Tara 
Bhatawadekar

Aditya SomaiyaAyla Chreide Kian Elkaaki

Ege Caner Viaan ShahAgastya Verma Noah Rahimo
Sacoor

Yasmin Imam Kyan Haddadin Paolo IssaKanav
Khandelwal

Luca Versari

Lucia Guerrero

Aadya Purohit



Wellbeing AmbassadorsWellbeing AmbassadorsWellbeing Ambassadors

Estelle
Kasparian

Adrian Lelah Zaina AwnySiya Shreyas Clotilde Pierobon
Tomasetto

Sarvani SaxenaChloe Gizard Celia BakhitNidhi Seshadri Arika Gaur 

Aarya Bishnoi



MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

KG1 https://chat.whatsapp.com/H76HEpNW4SO7Tz9hZj49j5

KG2 https://chat.whatsapp.com/FPcAS8itFTD5JjGnHPvcPm

Year 1 https://chat.whatsapp.com/DSpbeRmfEmhLmQCCHxEFcC

Year 2 https://chat.whatsapp.com/IjI5Z6pvS61ChXJ9smTAtE

Year 3 https://chat.whatsapp.com/LJg5XVAuohrLaNCZm2e1vn

Year 4 https://chat.whatsapp.com/IJb8NEd39VP6wZi9m5pLG6

Year 5 https://chat.whatsapp.com/BF2sxBmB2jP10L97WzK0P7

Year 6 https://chat.whatsapp.com/KpC3vOjX0bJLUbrJQVp8Wt

Comm's Cornerestra
extra
Extra
Extra!

Head of Primary
Tom Collar

 tomc@diadubai.com

Deputy Head  KG1 - Year 2
Jodie Harries

jodieh@diadubai.com

Primary School Office
pssecretary@diadubai.com

IT
helpdesk@diadubai.com

Accounts
accounts@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Year 3 - 6
Stephanie Trueman

stephaniet@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuela Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com

Head of Inclusion
Jayda Keer

jaydak@diadubai.com

PYP Coordinator
Ruchika Sachdev

ruchikas@diadubai.com

School Catering
hello@kalohospilality.com

KG1KG1

KG2KG2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 3Year 3

year 4Year 4

year 5year 5

year 6year 6

NoticesNotices

Student
Leadership
Student

Leadership

Parent Whats app links

New parents survival guide

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://chat.whatsapp.com/H76HEpNW4SO7Tz9hZj49j5
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FPcAS8itFTD5JjGnHPvcPm
https://chat.whatsapp.com/DSpbeRmfEmhLmQCCHxEFcC
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IjI5Z6pvS61ChXJ9smTAtE
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LJg5XVAuohrLaNCZm2e1vn
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IJb8NEd39VP6wZi9m5pLG6
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BF2sxBmB2jP10L97WzK0P7
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KpC3vOjX0bJLUbrJQVp8Wt
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQBLGdYUA3gnQbUNrldTNEHNARlzOKdNQsqbnHJNichoFFo?e=oUlGap
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQBLGdYUA3gnQbUNrldTNEHNARlzOKdNQsqbnHJNichoFFo?e=oUlGap


We are pleased to inform you that we will be introducing a new Physical Education (PE) uniform design
starting from the academic year 2026–2027.

The new design proudly incorporates house colours, with the aim of strengthening house spirit and
fostering values such as teamwork, support, and dedication among our students. The uniform reflects the
true essence of our school motto — Dream. Inspire. Achieve.

This design has been carefully finalised after multiple iterations, drawing on valuable ideas and feedback
from our student leadership team and staff. We are confident that it represents our community well and
inspires a strong sense of belonging. 

The new PE uniform will be available at Zaks from August 2026. To ensure a smooth transition, we will
allow a one-year transition period, during which students may continue to wear the current PE uniform. 

All students are expected to move to the new uniform by August 2027. The new uniform will be available
at Zaks for the same cost as of the current uniform. The PE uniform is supplied by an international brand
“G Force” which is used by many schools here in Dubai. The uniform material is moisture wicking, UV
resistant and is made with performance fiber with quick dry technology.

This message serves as an early heads-up to help families plan for the new PE uniform in the coming
months.
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Registrations Now Open for Instrumental Lessons at
Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills

Registration does not guarantee a place on the instrumental program. You will be contacted when a space becomes available for your child.
Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms and conditions agreed upon at registration.

Call: 056 766 6527 | Email: diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com | Visit: www.cmadubai.com

CMA _ DIAEH Info
Sheet.pdf

mailto:diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
http://www.cmadubai.com/
mailto:diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
http://www.cmadubai.com/
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCOliuh93WjQoNsxQVfqVmcAToCB4PUzsNkzMe91q4EMFA?e=AXw0Lf
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCOliuh93WjQoNsxQVfqVmcAToCB4PUzsNkzMe91q4EMFA?e=AXw0Lf


Instrumental Lessons Academic Year 2026-27

●

●

●

●

●

●

Specialist Instrumental Teaching: CMA’s team of dedicated professional music specialists provide
tuition on all instruments, as well as voice lessons, subject to demand.

Convenient Lessons: 30 minute individual or group lessons seamlessly fit into the school day.

Rotational Timetable: Lessons scheduled on a rotational basis to minimise impact on classroom
learning.

Lesson Routine: A termly lesson schedule is shared to ensure students are in a routine for learning.

Stay Connected: Teachers keep students and parents updated with regular communication via
email.

Engagement: Students become engaged and part of the fabric of the musical community of Dubai
International Academy Emirates Hills.

Registration does not guarantee a place on the instrumental program. You will be contacted when a space becomes available for your child.
Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms and conditions agreed upon at registration.

Call: 056 766 6527 | Email: diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com | Visit: www.cmadubai.com

mailto:diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
http://www.cmadubai.com/
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http://www.cmadubai.com/
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	Student Leadership 2026-2027
	We are thrilled to introduce our Student Leadership Team for the next academic year 2026-2027 at DIA-EH. These exceptional students have been selected to represent their peers and participate in our school improvement initiatives. They will actively engage in various projects, share student perspectives, and help drive positive change within our community.
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	We are pleased to inform you that we will be introducing a new Physical Education (PE) uniform design starting from the academic year 2026–2027.
	The new design proudly incorporates house colours, with the aim of strengthening house spirit and fostering values such as teamwork, support, and dedication among our students. The uniform reflects the true essence of our school motto — Dream. Inspire. Achieve.
	This design has been carefully finalised after multiple iterations, drawing on valuable ideas and feedback from our student leadership team and staff. We are confident that it represents our community well and inspires a strong sense of belonging.
	The new PE uniform will be available at Zaks from August 2026. To ensure a smooth transition, we will allow a one-year transition period, during which students may continue to wear the current PE uniform.
	All students are expected to move to the new uniform by August 2027. The new uniform will be available at Zaks for the same cost as of the current uniform. The PE uniform is supplied by an international brand “G Force” which is used by many schools here in Dubai. The uniform material is moisture wicking, UV resistant and is made with performance fiber with quick dry technology.
	This message serves as an early heads-up to help families plan for the new PE uniform in the coming months.
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