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Photos courtesy of Ishaan Nolten in Year 6, who climbed Kilimanjaro as part of his summer adventures, a tremendous P A D l A

achievement! Please do share any other incredible achievements with me, as | love hearing about these moments from our
community.
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Arthur wondering when he will start getting bottle
fed food on the sofa.

Dear DIA families,

Back with a Buzz 2
The first week back has been full of energy and the school is positively buzzing! The campus looks fantastic, and it has been
wonderful to see students settling so quickly into new routines, friendships and experiences.

Firstly, a strong but gentle reminder

ONLY KG2 (and Year 1B, C, D & E) collect from classrooms and ONLY via the kiss and drop gate. Please go directly to you
year group collection point to avoid unnecessary efforts from the team to remind parents of where to be. This is for safety and
logistical reasons and not because we don't love you dearly.

Devices: Setting the Standard [ and reinforcing it!

One of my key focuses this week has been reinforcing expectations around devices in Years 4, 5, and 6. | visited every class to
talk through rules and answer questions. So far, only eight devices have been confiscated. Thank you to students for respecting
the guidelines and to parents for your strong support. Next week parents will need to collect if they are confiscated.

A quick recap:

* No smart watches or smart phones in Primary. This may require some adjustments and careful planning in collection
routines.

« | have been shown some child-friendly call-and-text ONLY watches which | have mostly approved, but only if kept in bags
and only if children actually need them.

« AirTags are allowed to track children walking home alone.

+ No iPads while waiting for pick-up.

+ No iMessaging on iPads. The office and staff are available for communication support if needed. Let us remember there was
life before instant messaging.

At present, these rules apply only on school premises. All parents must digitally sign the Acceptable Use Policy, and app
restrictions during the day are essential. It takes time to learn, but investing in this now will help you feel confident navigating
your child’s digital world.

Welcoming New Faces @
A huge shout-out to our new teachers and students, who have settled in wonderfully. Each one of you brings valuable
experiences that enrich our culture and learning environment.

Hopes and Dreams
Once again, our Hopes and Dreams sessions were a highlight. This special tradition in DIA Education gives teachers deep
insights into each child while helping ease first-day nerves.

Keeping It Neat and Safe °” No Loose Ends

This week we have also been busy handing out hairbands to make sure all students with long hair have it tied up. This
expectation is not gender specific; it applies equally to boys and girls. Keeping hair tied back isn’t just about looking neat; it's
also important for safety and focus during PE, Science, and day-to-day learning.

Class Reps: The Power of The Village

Thank you to all parents who have stepped forward as class reps! Currently, 42 of our 56 classes have at least one rep, with a
total of 57 across the school. Some classes have more than one rep, and as the saying goes, “many hands make light work.” I'll
generally have one point of contact, but all those keen on supporting are welcome to contribute in forums and discussions. We
are still looking for 14 more reps to complete the roster, so if you're on the fence, now is a great time to join.

Kind regards,
Tom



As part of KHDA statutory requirements, our students will be undertaking a series of standardised assessments to help us
better understand their learning profiles and ensure we are supporting them effectively. We will carry out these assessments
between the 1% and the 12" September.

CAT4 Assessments

All children in Years 2 and 3, as well as any new students in Years 4-6, have to sit a CAT4 test every two years. This
assessment is designed to support schools in understanding students’ abilities, likely academic potential and learning
preferences. We will use the results from CAT4 to set targets for future attainment and to monitor the progress of each child.

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) assesses a student’s ability to think across 4 different batteries:

Verbal Reasoning- Thinking with words

Non-Verbal Reasoning- Thinking with shapes
Quantitative Reasoning- Thinking with numbers
Spatial Reasoning- Thinking with shapes and space

This is a test of ability and not attainment, so no revision or pre-learning is necessary as we would like our students to be
relaxed and calm when they take these tests.

NGRT Assessments

Children in Year 2-6 will sit the NGRT reading test 3 times per year. The first assessment will take place in classrooms over
the course of next week. The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a standardised assessment to measure reading skills of
students aged 5-16 years against the UK national average. Through a variety of exercises, NGRT can assess students'
knowledge of phonics, comprehension, decoding ability, vocabulary, grammatical knowledge, deduction and inference skills,
authorial intent, and ability to deal with figurative and idiomatic language (depending on the age of the student and test
selected). Tasks include sentence completion, passage comprehension and phonic exercises. NGRT tests not just the ability
of students to decode what they read, but also to comprehend and apply meaning.

Please note:
¢ Year 4-6 students will be taking the assessment on their own iPad and should bring a set of headphones.

¢ Year 2 and 3 will use school iPads but please send your child with a set of wired headphones with a 3.5mm jack similar to
these. Please do not send Bluetooth headphones.

* CAT4 reports will be sent to parents at the end of September. NGRT do not produce parent reports so results will not be
shared in the same way. This can however be discussed at Parent Teacher Conferences or any other subsequent
meetings with you child’s teacher.

Kind regards,
Ms. Stephanie


https://www.amazon.ae/HP-T1A66AA-Stereo-Headset-schwarz/dp/B018VIIE96/ref=sr_1_7?crid=I7MCZIC6F4ZC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Bs74XoY6KMrvCi06UXfNi_iSn4qpaikn7G31OYWBNWMhIWjqHdsoFhYhutmOJS2cPFihP1tB4MycXnU_jOnjnuYMa6bQZQ3niix0hJDAKHxPJAUBXZ_975Le6CL0JkZCfkG_SBD8Q-Dzq7DGrhYDvIHxFzN0bNzbWcPj9_MzMwd6Ek8ajVV50L4UwmmMQHa__naiZnEoymBHrovMz6W0i49FAUSntzYnmiYFCoGGyLZuLABeTupjOVzwtmxY8Tbdy_Wo6dSgq2ltNysJKg9aDLScY105ofJeoF_FexwXS0w.F31EUDEGm4_-DIctevbhp1sDSmw_2iFGq5qbd-bk_9I&dib_tag=se&keywords=headphones%2Bstereo%2Bjack&qid=1756378167&sprefix=headphones%2Bstereo%2B%2Caps%2C268&sr=8-7&th=1
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Year 2 - https://chat.whatsapp.com/LJg5XVAuohrLaNCZm2e1vn

Year 3 - https://chat.whatsapp.com/IJb8NEd39VPé6wZi9m5pLG6

Year 4 - https://chat.whatsapp.com/BF2sxBmB2jP10L97WzKOP7

Year 5 - https://chat.whatsapp.com/KpC3vOjX0bJLUbrJOQVp8Wt

Year 6 - https://chat.whatsapp.com/GbKJUQré64a9LUHulL11fvmw

Head of Primary Deputy Head KG1 - Year 2 Deputy Head Year 3- 6 Deputy Head Pastoral PYP Coordinator Head of Inclusion
Tom Collar James Heard Stephanie Trueman Manuella Watfa Ruchika Sachdev Jayda Keer
tomc@diadubai.com jamesh@diadubai.com stephaniet@diadubai.com  manuellaw@diadubai.com ruchikas@diadubai.com jaydak@diadubai.com

Primary School Office IT Accounts School Catering
pssecretary@diadubai.com helpdesk@diadubai.com accounts@diadubai.com hello@kalohospilality.com


https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FFPcAS8itFTD5JjGnHPvcPm&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530322963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QiVpF9iTe34a6pHxrGOsxPAukFyvU66GTOOyEj3GVT8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FDSpbeRmfEmhLmQCCHxEFcC&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530340032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o3RR2rCxQDLdYSghCnMIoGnvO3ax8UPW6exGnmLBNQg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FIjI5Z6pvS61ChXJ9smTAtE&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530349168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yKdqxxcKXko6DW678OoYgBJCQI3PenS2wTaUP3v%2B0PU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FLJg5XVAuohrLaNCZm2e1vn&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530358705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3qa3EDYvj4qrm08iCg%2BzIN46TN8BYYdk8VLESCjJmkE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FIJb8NEd39VP6wZi9m5pLG6&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530368299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d6v1xJZ5IjqqiPFpV4SLB6s9aZy8Ok2WKIbz36ZNwLk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FBF2sxBmB2jP10L97WzK0P7&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530378245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3XOWAsoRdQ8S9CzA1N7yllJYUKHlKav5FeB7fypu9YI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FKpC3vOjX0bJLUbrJQVp8Wt&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530388093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zgRea2aXizPlh7qf9XhfIaKeEsr%2FcZbewCoKCr3wDk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FGbKJUQr64a9LUHuL11fvmw&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C0babcf3b7c4046c7fb6b08dde1769059%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638914621530398213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VHOhyF0a9Q2XnCY3K%2BQW4AZOEwPRPDf1VhWVBcaPCvU%3D&reserved=0

Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills UPDATE

EW

Calendar Outline 2025-2026 - UPDATED

SMT return to School for Orientation and Training 13 August 2025
HC.)DS, S-ub]ect leac!ers, HOYs and Year level leaders return to School for 14 August 2025
Orientation and Training

Teachers return to School for Orientation and Training 18 August 2025
Primary School ‘Hopes & Dreams’ 25 August 2025
Secondary School new students orientation

All Year 7, 11 and 13 students orientation 23 August 2025
Lessons start for KG2 - Year 13 students 26 August 2025

KG1 settling in programme

25 - 29 August 2025

Prophet Mohammad’s birthday* (No school for students and staff)

4 September 2025

Mid-term Break

13- 17 October 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 =Year 6 (No school for PS students)

3 November 2025

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 7 — 13 (No school for SS students)

10 November 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 13 (No school for SS students)

21 November 2025

UAE National Day (No school for students and staff)

2 -3 December 2025

Winter Break 08 December 2025 - 2 January 2026
Lessons start for KG1 - Year 13 students 5 January 2026

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 11 -13 (No school for SS students) | 6 February 2026

Ramadan begins* 18 February 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 -Year 6 (No school for PS students)

12 March 2026

Spring Break

16 -27 March 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 10 (No school for SS students)

22 April 2026

Eid Al Adha* (No schoolfor students and staff)

26 - 29 May 2026

Hijri New Year* (No school for students and staff}

16 June 2026

End of Year for Students and Teachers

3 July 2026

calendar and government announcements for public holidays.

Please note that all dates are correct at the time of writing and could be subject to change owing to the lunar
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EMIRATES
HiLLs

MOTHER TONGUE
AT DIA-EH

2025-2026

AT DIA WE OFFER A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS TO DEVELOP THEIR MOTHER
TONGUE. LEARN ALL ABOUT OUR MOTHER PROGRAMME THROUGH THIS BROCHURE. IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST OR RE-REGISTER FOR THE NEW ACADEMIC
YEAR, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY FILLING IN THE FORM THAT IS LINKED TO THE
BROCHURE.

DUBAI
INTERNATIONAL
ACADEMY



https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/Ecij9QHRHAlCruf9R5zOCtMBgK__QoWmaxpCa5OGwrFlJg?e=Dz38ix
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9% CENTRE ﬁm MUSICAL ARTS
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Learn To P|Cly an Instrument at

Dubai International © e

Academy
Emirates Hills

For more details and information please visit our website at the link below or to E

register, scan the QR code with your smartphone: n
www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills

Registration doesnot guarantee aplaceon theinstrumental program.You will be contacted when a
space becomes available for your child. Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms E

and conditions agreed upon at registration.

Call: 056 766 6527 | Emaildiaemirateshills@cmadubai.com _ |visit: www.cmadubai.com



http://www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills
http://www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills
http://www.cmadubai.com/

Dear Parents,

Centre for Musical Arts is proud to continue providing instrumental music lessons to students at Dubai
International Academy - Emirates Hills. Our programme continues to grow and we are seeing great
progress from our current students. We would like to take this opportunity to invite new students to register
for a place on our instrumental programmes in school for the 2025-26 academic year. As our places are
limited and slots fill up quickly, we would encourage you to register your child as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment.

Group and Individual Lessons

Our lessons take place during the school day and run on a rotational basis. Students will come out of their
classroom lessons to attend their instrumental tuition. This rotation format ensures that students do not
miss the same lesson week after week. We understand how vital your child's school education is and for that
reason we endeavour to ensure that all students are kept on the rotation. Classroom teachers also have our
timetable and are aware of students attending instrumental lessons as well as their lesson timings and will
structure any classroom work accordingly.

CMA offers both Individual and group lessons, dependent upon instrument and student level. Group lessons
can be offered on most instruments (with the exception of piano, voice and drum kit, which need to be taught
on an individual basis). In a group there will be a maximum of 4 students per lesson. Group lessons are
subject to availability and demand, as students need to be grouped with other students of the same ability
and age group.

Group lessons are only available to beginners and after one year of learning, students will

be encouraged to move on to individual lessons.

Fees

Lessons are 30 minutes in length. Fees are Dhs 185 per individual lesson and Dhs 110 per student per group
lesson (maximum 2-4 students). All fees are chargeable by the term.

Registration

To register your child for instrumental lessons, please complete all of the details on the form which can be
found on the following link; www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills

Please read all of the information carefully, as well as our Terms and Conditions document at the end of the
registration form. Further details can be found on our website at www.cmadubai.com

Once registered, parents will receive a confirmation email and an invoice from the CMA team to proceed with
payment. Fees must be paid before lessons can commence. Please note that your booking is not confirmed
until fees have been settled and slots cannot be reserved without the settlement of fees. All lessons are
subject to availability and demand. If for any reason the chosen instrument is not available, we will contact
you as soon as possible to discuss other options.

Existing students who have already registered will receive a communication from our team if they have not
done so already.
We look forward to welcoming you to our instrumental programme.

Kind regards

Sara Ingham
Director - Schools Music Service
Centre For Musical Arts

| ¥ For more information call: 056 766 6527
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