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Little touches to make a big difference - home baked treats from the team for our new parent session this morning.



Dear DIA families,

Putting Faces to Names - Parent Information Sessions
A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our Parent Information Sessions this week, concluding with our New Parent Welcome
this morning. It was wonderful to see so many of you there, meet new faces and spend some time talking about not only what your
children will be learning this year, but how we can work together to support them.

The slides from the sessions can be found in Comms Corner on the next page, so please do take a look if you were unable to attend – or
if, like me, you sometimes need to see something twice before remembering it!

Interestingly, one of the most photographed slides across the week was the one exploring how we talk to our children about school. I
thought that was a fascinating observation and perhaps a good indication of just how much we all agree that the questions we ask and
the conversations we have at home can shape the way children think and talk about their own learning. A huge thankyou to our Year
Leaders for preparing these presentations and addressing the questions posed.

Screens, Technology and the ‘Why’ Behind It
Technology was another topic that generated plenty of conversation this week, particularly around what governs our approach to its use
in school. During the sessions, I spoke about the PICRAT model, which I would recommend exploring if you would like to better
understand the thinking that underpins our approach. At its simplest, it encourages us to consider what the child is actually doing with
technology and, importantly, whether its use genuinely adds to or transforms the experience.

While we apply this thinking at school, there is plenty within it that can be useful at home too. A family movie night, for example, could
simply involve sitting and passively watching a film – and sometimes there is absolutely nothing wrong with that! But pause occasionally
to predict what might happen next, discuss a character’s choices, act out an alternative ending or imagine how the story might change
from another character’s perspective, and suddenly the experience has moved from passive to interactive, or perhaps even creative.

That is an important distinction. Our conversation about screens should not simply become one of screen versus no screen. What
children are doing while using technology, who they are doing it with and the conversations happening around it all matter. Home
routines therefore have an important role to play alongside the decisions we make at school.

We will not always get every decision perfectly right, which is why reflection matters. PICRAT is the model I will continue to come back to
when considering whether technology is genuinely adding value to a lesson and whether there may be a better way to achieve the same
outcome. 

On the wider topic of screens and attention, I will once again recommend two books: The Anxious Generation by Jonathan Haidt and
Stolen Focus by Johann Hari. Both provide plenty for us as adults to reflect upon when considering our own relationship with technology
and, importantly, the habits we model for our children – whether at school or at home.

56 Classes, 56 Reps (and more)!
For the first time in my now fifth year at DIA, we have a Class Representative for every single Primary class. That is a wonderful
reflection of the willingness within our parent community to get involved and support one another (or the ability for Ramya and Matilda to
twist parents’ arms a little). Please refer to the communication already shared for details of your Class Rep and what you can expect
from the role. Naturally, this may look a little different from class to class.

We are now confirming our Year Representatives. This team works even more closely with PADIA, supporting events while also
providing valuable perspectives on how different opportunities can work across the varying ages and stages within our Primary School. 

Head of Primary’s  Message
Arabella absolutely LOVED Oli Oli!



Positivity Breeds Positivity
I mentioned curiosity over judgement in our communication around Class Reps, and over these first few weeks I have genuinely noticed
a shift in the style of communication in and around school.

Questions are being asked with curiosity, conversations are seeking context and there is a real sense of people starting from a position
of positive intent. It makes a difference.

Positivity breeds positivity, and when home and school approach conversations in that spirit, we create a much stronger community
around our children. Thank you.

Recommended settings from Mr Felipe (Year 4-6)
Mr. Felipe has sent me the following to help with his specialised computing sessions. 

Recommended setup for parents to allow access during ICT lessons. 
1.Go to Settings → Screen Time.
2.Tap Downtime.
3.Make sure Downtime is scheduled only for the child's intended restricted hours.
4.Go back to Screen Time → Always Allowed.
5.Add the apps your child needs for ICT, such as:

Safari
Canva
Toddle
Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, Excel
Numbers, Keynote, Pages
Spike Prime
iMovie
Garageband

6.The apps in Always Allowed will remain available even when Downtime is active. 

Year 2 - 6 NGRT and CAT4 Assessments – Nearly There!
For parents of students in Years 2–6, we now have just two children remaining to complete the current assessment cycle. Once these
assessments are complete, we will be able to run our reports and aim to share the parent-facing reports for CAT4 by next Friday.

For NGRT, there is no separate parent-facing report. However, your child’s outcomes can be discussed during your Parent Teacher
Conference this term.

Behind the scenes, these assessments provide teachers with much more than a score. Staff use the detailed teacher-facing reports to
inform planning, identify areas where additional support may be helpful and, equally importantly, identify where children need challenge.
The real value of assessment is not simply knowing where a child is – it is using that information to decide what we do next.

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary’s  Message
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Primary School Office
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Deputy Head Year 3 - 6
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NoticesNotices

Student
Leadership
Student

Leadership

Year 4-6 Camps & Residentials Booklet 

Parent Info Session KG1-2 Presentation

Parent Info Session Year 1-2 Presentation

Parent Info Session Year 3-4 Presentation

Parent Info Session Year 5-6 Presentation

Year 1-6 Curriculum Handbooks 

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCIZkCT9eckSrPUAmOIL_ALAcWYdyEFEsAdr935gbreB-Q?e=gysM3T
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQC6zi5_g6tPS5mOB16mQKW6AWkzX5AsjU9p1A2q0kOf5JE?e=uZbD5K
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Spelling Bee Championship UAE

We are delighted to announce that registrations for the Spelling Bee Championship
UAE 2026–2027 are now officially open for students in grades upto 8th (upto year 9)

across the UAE.

Building on a successful season that engaged students from diverse curricula and
schools across the Emirates and encouraged by the support and engagement of the
UAE education community, including KHDA, we are excited to begin another year of

celebrating literacy, language development, and academic excellence.

The championship aims to help students:
Strengthen vocabulary and spelling proficiency

Develop confidence in communication and public speaking
Improve reading comprehension and language skills

Foster curiosity about language, word origins, and etymology
Experience healthy academic competition in a positive environment

Registration Fee: AED 225 per student
Parents can learn more and register their child directly at www.spellingbee.ae

Each registered participant will receive:
Official 2,500-Word Preparation List
Etymology and Word Origin Support

Four Complimentary Quiz Test Sessions
Access to the LEARN Platform

Key Dates (Tentative)
Preliminary Rounds: October/November 2026

Semi-Finals: January 2027 (Tentative)
Grand Finals: February 2027 (Tentative)

Last season culminated in the UAE Champion representing the nation at the Scripps
National Spelling Bee in Washington DC, providing students with an opportunity to

connect local achievement with global excellence.

Contact:
Team Spelling Bee Championship UAE - support@spellingbee.ae

https://www.spellingbee.ae/
mailto:support@spellingbee.ae


We are pleased to share an exciting opportunity for students to take part in the International Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO)
2026. Students from Kindergarten through to Grade 12 are invited to complete a free Mental Maths Eligibility Test, designed to
identify and celebrate mathematical aptitude in young learners. The test also serves as the qualifying stage for the International

Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO) 2026.

Please note that this opportunity is not currently organised or run through the school. 

We are sharing it with our families as an exciting opportunity for children who enjoy maths and would like to challenge themselves
further. Please see the attached poster for further information, including registration details and relevant contact information.



11


	Newsletter
	Primary DIAlogue
	Term 1, Issue 3
	18th September, 2026
	Putting Faces to Names - Parent Information Sessions
	Screens, Technology and the ‘Why’ Behind It
	56 Classes, 56 Reps (and more)!
	Positivity Breeds Positivity
	Mr. Felipe has sent me the following to help with his specialised computing sessions.
	Recommended setup for parents to allow access during ICT lessons.
	Year 2 - 6 NGRT and CAT4 Assessments – Nearly There!
	Extra Extra!
	estra extra
	Comm's Corner



	Student Leadership
	Student Leadership


	KG1
	KG1
	Year 3
	Year 3


	KG2
	KG2
	Year 4
	year 4

	Year 1
	Year 1

	year 5
	year 5

	Year 2
	Year 2

	year 6
	year 6
	Notices
	Notices
	Parent Info Session KG1-2 Presentation
	Parent Info Session Year 1-2 Presentation
	Parent Info Session Year 3-4 Presentation
	Parent Info Session Year 5-6 Presentation
	Year 1-6 Curriculum Handbooks
	Year 4-6 Camps & Residentials Booklet



	2026
	SEPTEMBER
	2026

	OCTOBER
	Spelling Bee Championship UAE
	We are delighted to announce that registrations for the Spelling Bee Championship UAE 2026–2027 are now officially open for students in grades upto 8th (upto year 9) across the UAE.
	Building on a successful season that engaged students from diverse curricula and schools across the Emirates and encouraged by the support and engagement of the UAE education community, including KHDA, we are excited to begin another year of celebrating literacy, language development, and academic excellence.
	The championship aims to help students:
	Strengthen vocabulary and spelling proficiency
	Develop confidence in communication and public speaking
	Improve reading comprehension and language skills
	Foster curiosity about language, word origins, and etymology
	Experience healthy academic competition in a positive environment
	Registration Fee: AED 225 per student
	Parents can learn more and register their child directly at www.spellingbee.ae
	Each registered participant will receive:
	Official 2,500-Word Preparation List
	Etymology and Word Origin Support
	Four Complimentary Quiz Test Sessions
	Access to the LEARN Platform

	Key Dates (Tentative)
	Preliminary Rounds: October/November 2026
	Semi-Finals: January 2027 (Tentative)
	Grand Finals: February 2027 (Tentative)
	Last season culminated in the UAE Champion representing the nation at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington DC, providing students with an opportunity to connect local achievement with global excellence.
	Contact:




	We are pleased to share an exciting opportunity for students to take part in the International Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO) 2026. Students from Kindergarten through to Grade 12 are invited to complete a free Mental Maths Eligibility Test, designed to identify and celebrate mathematical aptitude in young learners. The test also serves as the qualifying stage for the International Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO) 2026.
	Please note that this opportunity is not currently organised or run through the school.
	We are sharing it with our families as an exciting opportunity for children who enjoy maths and would like to challenge themselves further. Please see the attached poster for further information, including registration details and relevant contact information.

