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Happiness at work week saw some homemade love shared by the parent wellbeing committee, Year 3's Day of Languages appreciation, and
hard at work in Islamic Studies.



Dear DIA families,

Bags Packed? Adventures Await! 🎒 
One of the great milestones as children move through Upper Primary is the opportunity to head away on a residential – and this year
there are some fantastic adventures ahead.

On Thursday 8 October at 4:30pm, we will hold an online presentation for parents covering our Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 residential
camps, as well as our international trip to Sri Lanka. Please note the deadlines are final.

The progression through the year groups is deliberately designed to build independence, resilience and confidence:

Year 4 – UAQ Marine Club | 25–26 or 26–27 November
Our Year 4 students begin with a two-day adventure at UAQ Marine Club, overlooking the mangroves. Think kayaking, canoeing,
climbing, low ropes, problem solving and even a little human foosball! It is a first opportunity for many of our children to spend a night
away with their friends (away from the school campus which we do in Year 3) while taking on some new challenges.
Year 5 – Al Mazra’a | 25–27 November
Year 5 step things up with three days at Al Mazra’a (The Farm) in the foothills of the Hajar Mountains. Alongside climbing and archery,
the programme includes survival skills, Jacob’s Ladder and the rather ominously named Leap of Faith – I suspect the name alone will
generate a few conversations at home!  
Year 6 – Al Ain Adventure | 25–27 November
By Year 6, things get wetter and a little faster! Students head to Al Ain Adventure, at the base of Jebel Hafeet, for three days including
white-water rafting, inflatable kayaking, zip-lining, climbing and team challenges. We have stayed here multiple times and it continues to
provide a brilliant final UAE residential experience for our Primary students.  
And then there is Sri Lanka! 🇱🇰
Running from 19–23 March, our Year 5 and 6 international residential is again being offered alongside our fellow Innoventures schools,
including DIA Al Barsha and DIA Town Square. Students will stay at Kaduru Camp near Galle and experience everything from surfing
and snorkelling to a rainforest trek and river swim, a tea factory visit, Galle Fort, a turtle hatchery, local cooking and a cultural fire dance.  

Typically, we see around 85–90% participation in our local residentials, and we would love to continue that trend this year. These trips
are about much more than activities. They provide children with the chance to step outside their comfort zones, develop independence,
navigate challenges with their friends and create some of those Primary School memories that tend to be talked about for years
afterwards.

The presentation is your opportunity to hear directly from the company running our camps, understand what the experience will look like,
ask questions of me and the team and, hopefully, gain the confidence needed to wave them off when the time comes!

📅 Thursday 8 October
⏰ 4:30pm
🎒 Year 4, 5 & 6 Residential Trip Presentation
Zoom Meeting: Join the presentation
Meeting ID: 894 7960 0752
Passcode: 940155

I hope to see many of you online – although I cannot promise that the presentation will make the prospect of your nine-year-old heading
off with a sleeping bag feel any less daunting!

Happiness Week… Baked In 🍪
This week marked International Week of Happiness at Work, and our beloved Wellbeing Committee (and Mr. Sean of course) took the
challenge very seriously! Our team arrived to the sweetest surprise: 300 home-baked cookies, individually bagged with messages of
thanks and appreciation for our staff. It was a simple gesture, but a lovely reminder that wellbeing does not always require a grand
initiative – sometimes a cookie, a kind word and knowing somebody appreciates what you do can go a very long way.

A huge thank you to our Wellbeing Committee for the time, thought and considerable amount of baking that went into making our
colleagues feel valued this week. Although, having now discovered that 300 homemade cookies are apparently within their capabilities,
they may have inadvertently set expectations rather high for the rest of the year…

Head of Primary’s  Message
Healthy ingredients for dinner

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89479600752?pwd=XHyDaTQWUvt1RRiMklGq08BROx8tqK.1


The Stage is Yours! 🎵💃
Tunes on Tuesday and Footloose Friday are back! It has been wonderful to see our wooden stage come alive again with children eager
to showcase not only their talents, but their confidence and passion for performing.

These weekly morning showcases give our students the opportunity to share something they have been working on at home with the
school community. They are not about being the most accomplished singer, musician or dancer; they are about having the confidence to
step onto a stage and have a go.

🎵 Tunes on Tuesday – Singing & Instruments
Students can perform a song or musical piece they have been practising at home, either through singing or playing an instrument.

💃 Footloose Friday – Dance
Students can take to the stage with a dance routine or piece they have been working on.

Performances take place on the wooden stage beside the sports field from 7:15–7:30am, with individual performances lasting no longer
than two minutes.

To get involved, please contact laurens@diadubai.com for Tunes on Tuesday or jovanad@diadubai.com for Footloose Friday.
Whether your child is an experienced performer, building their confidence or contemplating stepping onto a stage for the very first time,
the stage is theirs. 

Welcome Back Coffee Morning! ☕️
I am also excited to invite you to our PADIA Welcome Back Coffee Morning! ❤️

Come meet the PADIA team, catch up with familiar faces, meet new parents and enjoy a relaxed morning together.

📅 Primary: 28th September
📅 Secondary: 30th September
⏰ 7:30–9:00 AM
📍 Canteen Extension

Please RSVP by 25th September using the link 

Ready, Set… Read (Year 3-6)! 📚
The ELF Chevron Reader’s Cup is back, and we are looking for our next team of brilliant bookworms from Years 3–6!

Students who would like the chance to represent DIA should register their interest by 2 October and then get reading this year’s
selection, Nadia Islam: On the Record by Adiba Jaigirdar. It is a story of journalism, friendship and determination, following Nadia as she
investigates a story about missing children while navigating a little healthy competition of her own.

Once they have finished the book, students will take part in our selection quiz on 21 or 22 October, with questions designed to test how
closely they have read and understood the story. The eight highest scorers will then qualify for the final round of our selection
process.

Last year we had a fantastic response to the competition, and I am looking forward to seeing another enthusiastic group of readers take
on the challenge this year. Whether they ultimately make the final team or not, there is something wonderful about children voluntarily
signing themselves up for a competition that requires them to read a whole book very carefully!

Years 3–6: register by 2 October, grab a copy and get reading. Good luck! 📖

Questions can be directed to Mr Jack (jacky@diadubai.com) or Ms Aida (aidaa@diadubai.com).

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary’s  Message

mailto:laurens@diadubai.com
mailto:laurens@diadubai.com
mailto:jovanad@diadubai.com
https://forms.gle/v8K1msKRjGK1xrHT6?hl=en
mailto:jacky@diadubai.com
mailto:aidaa@diadubai.com
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Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuela Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com
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NoticesNotices

Student
Leadership
Student

Leadership

Year 4-6 Camps & Residentials Booklet 

Ecoventures Online Parent Info Session 
Year 4-6 Local Camps & Year 5-6 Sri Lanka Trip

Date: Thursday, 8th October 
Time: 4:30PM 

Join Zoom Meeting Link
 Meeting ID: 894 7960 0752

 Passcode: 940155

Year 3-10 Accelerated Reader Parent Session

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89479600752?pwd=XHyDaTQWUvt1RRiMklGq08BROx8tqK.1
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/stephaniet_diadubai_com/IQD7LUfqtl9ZRo6QodUagR2ZAS275d7CWw_NHueoQuZj0Gw?e=QIPS5U
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/stephaniet_diadubai_com/IQD7LUfqtl9ZRo6QodUagR2ZAS275d7CWw_NHueoQuZj0Gw?e=QIPS5U
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ELF - Chevron Reader’s Cup
 Years 3-4-5-6 NADIA ISLAM IS LOOKING FOR A BIG

STORY – THE KIND THAT WILL HELP HER
PROVE THAT SHE’S A WORLD- CLASS

JOURNALIST.
When her family travel to Bangladesh for
the summer, she’s upset about missing
her first Ramadan fasting with her best

friend, but she’s determined to find
something important to investigate.

Luckily, her journalist aunt is working on a
story about the country’s climate crisis

and she wants Nadia’s help. But her
cousins have challenged her to a Ramadan
competition. And Nadia never backs down

from a challenge...
Can she put aside her competitiveness to

deliver the scoop?

Would you like to represent our school in the ELF
Reader’s Cup? Register your interest here by 2
October. Read Nadia Islam, on the Record and take
the selection quiz on 21 or 22 October. The eight
highest scorers will qualify for the final round.

Questions? Email Mr Jack at Jacky@diadubai.com or 
Ms. Aida at aidaa@diadubai.com

 

The EmiratesLiteratureFoundation organisesthe Readers’
Cup competition each year. Find out more about it here.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://elfdubai.org/readers-cup-2/#:~:text=The%20Chevron%20Readers%E2%80%99%20Cup%20is%20a%20reading%20competition,Cup%2C%20by%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20quiz%20rounds.
https://elfdubai.org/readers-cup-2/#:~:text=The%20Chevron%20Readers%E2%80%99%20Cup%20is%20a%20reading%20competition,Cup%2C%20by%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20quiz%20rounds.




KG1 - Year 6



Year 1

 
Bring your picnic breakfast, dress in white,
and enjoy a special live performance of:

Year 2

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS

A Family Picnic • Classical Music • Storytelling
 
connect, listen,shareandcelebrate wellbeingtogether

Join us for a beautiful morning outdoors - a moment to pause,

A unique and interactive musical storytelling
experience, bringing a timeless fairy tale to life

through the beautiful music of the Romantic era.
Discover the music of Liszt, Chopin, Schumann,
Schubert, Massenet and Elgar, performed live by 

the musicians and artists of Diggy Dinos Classical-
music educators on a mission to inspire young 

minds & hearts through the magic of classical music.

THE
WHITE

CONCERT
7th October
7:45 - 9:00 8th October

7:45 - 9:00

IN HONOUR OF WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

 Family Event Venue: Kiss & Drop Garden
Students can attend

with one or two parents
present. Only siblings in
Years 1 & 2 may attend.

 Ticket Required 
Book Your Family Ticket 

(1 per family=70.00 AED)
by Sunday 4  Octoberth

on the Zenda app



 The White Concert is a special family wellbeing event
organised in recognition of World Mental Health Day.
We warmly invite our Year 1 and Year 2 families to join us
for a beautiful morning outdoors, enjoying a picnic
breakfast together while experiencing live classical music,
storytelling and interactive moments designed especially
for young children.
 At the heart of the morning is an engaging musical
storytelling experience based on Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs. The familiar fairy tale will be brought to life through
live classical music, narration and playful interaction, giving
children the opportunity to listen, imagine, respond and
become part of the story.
 The event is designed to create time to pause, connect and
enjoy being together. Through music, 
storytelling,
imagination and shared family time, we hope to celebrate
emotional wellbeing, creativity and the strong sense of
community that makes our school special.
 Families are invited to dress in white to reflect the spirit of
peace, unity and togetherness at the heart of the event.
 The White Concert is a positive, family-centred initiative
that supports student wellbeing, encourages meaningful
family connection and strengthens the relationship between
home and school.

 Welook forward to welcoming youfor ajoyfuland
memorable morning of connection, music, storytelling and

wellbeing.

 ABOUT THE EVENT

THE
WHITE

CONCERT
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs is an original interactive
educational performance designed to introduce young audiences to
classical music through storytelling, live performance and play.
 
The production combines the familiar fairy tale with carefully selected
works from the Romantic era, featuring music by composers including
Liszt, Chopin, Schumann, Schubert, Massenet and Elgar, all
performed live by professional musicians.

 Children are active participants in the experience, taking part in
musical games, discovering different instruments and exploring key
musical concepts such as rhythm, tempo, dynamics, pitch and musical
expression.

 The musical activities are naturally integrated into the storyline,
encouraging children to listen, respond, participate, use their
imagination and express themselves creatively. By combining a well-
known story with live classical music and interactive learning, the
performance makes classical music accessible, engaging and
meaningful for young audiences.

 The production has been enjoyed by many families, including
audiences at TODA Theatre, the Abu Dhabi International Book Fair
2026, and as part of the Diggy Dinos Classical Concert Series.

 The educational and artistic objectives are to develop active
listening, musical awareness, creativity, imagination and self-
expression, while creating a positive and memorable connection with
classical music.

 ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE

THE
WHITE

CONCERT
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DR VIKTORIYA ZAHARIEVA | Piano | Concept Creator
Dr. Viktoriya Zaharieva is a pianist, music educator, and author
holding a PhD in Musicology. With over 15 years of experience as a
music educator in the UAE, she is one of the founders of the Diggy
Dinos Classical project- series of productions created to introduce
young children to classical music in an engaging, accessible, and
interactive way. 

NATALIA MITEVA | Actress | Narrator
Talented actress, singer and educator with extensive background in
theatre, music and performance. She studied piano, sang with the
Children's Choir of Bulgarian National Radio, and graduated from
the Academy of Theatre and Film Arts in Sofia. Her career has
taken her to stages across Europe, the Americas, Asia and the
Middle East, including performances at the Royal Albert Hall.

BORISLAV "BOBBY" VALCHEV | Trumpet |
Internationally experienced musician, musical director, composer
and educator. He holds two Master's degrees in Pop and Jazz
Piano and Music Pedagogy and Theory, and received a full
scholarship to study at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in
London. He has appeared at major events including the Dubai
Jazz Festival, Dubai Opera, Expo 2020 Dubai, Formula 1 and the
Dubai World Cup, and has performed as a supporting act for
internationally renowned artists including Earth, Wind & Fire
Experience, TOTO, Chris Botti, Sting, Santana, David Gray and
Lionel Richie. His exceptional musicianship, creativity and warmth
make music engaging and inspiring for audiences of all ages.

 ABOUT THE ARTISTS

THE
WHITE

CONCERT
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Spelling Bee Championship UAE

We are delighted to announce that registrations for the Spelling Bee Championship
UAE 2026–2027 are now officially open for students in grades upto 8th (upto year 9)

across the UAE.

Building on a successful season that engaged students from diverse curricula and
schools across the Emirates and encouraged by the support and engagement of the
UAE education community, including KHDA, we are excited to begin another year of

celebrating literacy, language development, and academic excellence.

The championship aims to help students:
Strengthen vocabulary and spelling proficiency

Develop confidence in communication and public speaking
Improve reading comprehension and language skills

Foster curiosity about language, word origins, and etymology
Experience healthy academic competition in a positive environment

Registration Fee: AED 225 per student
Parents can learn more and register their child directly at www.spellingbee.ae

Each registered participant will receive:
Official 2,500-Word Preparation List
Etymology and Word Origin Support

Four Complimentary Quiz Test Sessions
Access to the LEARN Platform

Key Dates (Tentative)
Preliminary Rounds: October/November 2026

Semi-Finals: January 2027 (Tentative)
Grand Finals: February 2027 (Tentative)

Last season culminated in the UAE Champion representing the nation at the Scripps
National Spelling Bee in Washington DC, providing students with an opportunity to

connect local achievement with global excellence.

Contact:
Team Spelling Bee Championship UAE - support@spellingbee.ae

https://www.spellingbee.ae/
mailto:support@spellingbee.ae


We are pleased to share an exciting opportunity for students to take part in the International Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO)
2026. Students from Kindergarten through to Grade 12 are invited to complete a free Mental Maths Eligibility Test, designed to
identify and celebrate mathematical aptitude in young learners. The test also serves as the qualifying stage for the International

Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO) 2026.

Please note that this opportunity is not currently organised or run through the school. 

We are sharing it with our families as an exciting opportunity for children who enjoy maths and would like to challenge themselves
further. Please see the attached poster for further information, including registration details and relevant contact information.



Click her to register

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.premieronline.com%2Fevent%2Fignite_pink_is_punk_swim_run_8760&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C74fe81eb877f4c61948708df187f6c54%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639256607697736671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aZnCUct0wqiynDO%2FIx458mGYi%2FEU2kQL7XiMw%2BnQOMk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.premieronline.com%2Fevent%2Fignite_pink_is_punk_swim_run_8760&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C74fe81eb877f4c61948708df187f6c54%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639256607697736671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aZnCUct0wqiynDO%2FIx458mGYi%2FEU2kQL7XiMw%2BnQOMk%3D&reserved=0
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