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Courtesy of World Teachers Day, Jeeyansh's ranking as UAE No.1 for Badminton (a huge achievement and celebration of not just talent but
dedication).

That’s right....
 Ms. Desi’s skirt is made of books



Dear DIA families,

Our Very Own Librarian of the Year! 🏆📚
There really is only one place to start this week's newsletter!

Our beloved librarian, Ms Desi, has officially been named the 2026 Dubai Librarian of the Year by the Emirates Literature Foundation!
Having been shortlisted for this award previously, it is wonderful to see her incredible work recognised this year with the top prize.
Anyone who knows Ms Desi will know that our library is about so much more than books. Her enthusiasm, creativity and genuine love of
reading have helped create a space that our children adore visiting and a culture where books, stories and reading are celebrated
throughout the school.

I cannot express just how fortunate we are to have her as part of our community, and I know there will be an enormous number of
children, colleagues and parents who will be delighted to see her receive this recognition.
If you find a moment this week, please do drop Ms Desi a message or stop by the library to congratulate her. I am sure she would love to
hear from you.

Congratulations, Ms Desi – Dubai's Librarian of the Year! We couldn't be prouder. 📚🏆

House Spirit in Full Colour! 🔥💧🌍💨
This week we held our House Day, and Primary was certainly not short of colour! Children completed a range of fun challenges within
their classes, while nominated students also competed in sporting events to earn those all-important House points.

A huge thank you to Ms Natalie (Head of Houses), our teachers and the PE Department, and particularly to Mr Mark, whose enthusiasm
for the House basketball competition might just be slightly greater than that of the children!

What I enjoyed most, though, was seeing how completely the children embraced the day. House shirts were merely the starting point –
we had capes, hats, face paint and some wonderfully creative additions. There was a real sense of fun, belonging and friendly
competition throughout the school.

Thank you to everyone who got involved!

Coffee, Cupcakes and a Lot of Appreciation ☕🧁
Although World Teachers' Day is officially on 5 October, we started the celebrations a little early this morning – and what a lovely
morning it was.

A huge thank you to PADIA, who created the most wonderful breakfast for our staff, complete with coffee, treats, a photo booth,
nomination games, conversations, hugs and plenty of appreciation. Teaching is an enormously rewarding profession, but it also asks a
great deal of the people who choose it, so moments when our community simply says “thank you” really do mean something.

As part of the morning, colleagues nominated members of staff who they felt make a significant difference day in, day out. From those
nominations, PADIA selected Ms Dianne as our overall winner! She walked away with cupcakes, a Cutting Edge Salon hair voucher and
a Dip Dash voucher.

Thank you to PADIA for making our teachers feel so valued, and to all of our staff for everything they give to our children each day.

PTO

Head of Primary’s  Message
My first savoury pie from scratch - 

Slow braised beef bourguignon (thank you to
the French for this treat of a recipe)



A Little Patience Goes a Long Way 🚗
I have received a couple of reports recently of parents being unpleasant (as I was not there I have tired to use a word that encapsulates
the feeling these parents shared) with one another during drop-off and collection. Over the many years of DIA, the school leaders have
experimented with numerous approaches to traffic and, unfortunately, what solves one problem can quite easily create another. There
isn't a perfect system and some suggestions are simply out of our control. 

What we can control, however, is how we treat one another.

Please be patient, courteous and try not to assume the worst of others. Sometimes we have bad mornings. Sometimes a toddler decides
that shoes are suddenly their greatest adversary. Sometimes an unexpected delay means somebody is more rushed than they would like
to be. Approaching these moments with curiosity rather than judgement models exactly the kind of community-mindedness we want our
children to develop.

My best advice remains fairly simple: leave plenty of time – we have a 35-minute drop-off window – make use of our carpooling initiative
or organise one between friends, and at collection be mindful of those around you. Please don't block others unnecessarily and, once
your child is safely with you, move on promptly where possible. With the cooler weather around the corner we will soon have a significant
reduction in traffic for those who can walk and cycle. For our older and more independent children, families may also choose to arrange
their own sensible meeting points outside the campus. Please remember, however, that once children leave the school site they are
entering public areas and roads, so any arrangements should be age-appropriate and carefully considered by parents.
Traffic may test our patience occasionally. It shouldn't test our kindness.

Books Are Coming Home… Please Send Them Back! 📚
From Years 1–6, you will see your child's books coming home today. This is an opportunity for you to see some of the learning taking
place in school and, importantly, to celebrate it with them.

You should find a small slip inviting you to leave a motivational comment. Please keep this firmly focused on encouragement and
celebration – you can leave the next steps to us! A little “I loved seeing how much effort you put into this” can mean an enormous amount
to a child.

We continue to place a firm emphasis on traditional approaches to learning, including plenty of writing, reading and work completed in
books. Although iPads naturally feature more as children move through the Upper Years, seeing a device in use does not necessarily
mean the final outcome is digital. Often it is simply being used as a resource for research, reference or another part of a task that
ultimately ends up on paper.

There is just one important part of this initiative where we need your help: please return the books on Monday. Children need them
back in school for their learning to continue, and the initiative can only work if we reliably get them back. We would really like to keep
giving families this window into classroom learning, so please enjoy looking through them, add your message, celebrate the effort… and
then pop them straight back into the school bag for Monday!

CAT4, NGRT, PASS, ACER… Alphabet Soup Explained! 🔤
A quick update for our Year 3–6 parents regarding CAT4 reports. We will shortly be reissuing these reports, as the versions previously
shared did not include the UK indicators.

As an international IB school, these UK-specific indicators are less relevant to our educational context and are not something we use to
inform our provision. However, we know that a number of parents have been keen to see this additional information, so we are happy to
make it available. As it does not form part of how we use CAT4 at DIA, please understand that we may not further discuss this particular
element of the report. 

Next week, Years 3-6 will complete the PASS survey, which gives an insight into students’ attitudes to school and themselves as
learners. Like NGRT, there are no parent reports produced for these. 

Standardised assessment reports can contain an extraordinary amount of numbers, abbreviations and unfamiliar terms. Knowing what
actually matters is often far more useful than simply having more data. With this in mind, we will hold a Parent Information Session next
Friday, 9 October at 7.45am in the canteen extension, where we will unpack CAT4 reporting, explain the different indicators and look at
how the information helps us understand an individual child's learning profile. We will also explore NGRT, PASS and ACER, and explain
how these different sources of information work together with what teachers see every day to build a much fuller picture of a child's
learning, progress and wellbeing. 

The aim isn't to turn everyone into an assessment expert in an hour! It is simply to help you understand what these assessments tell us,
what they don't tell us, and how we actually use the information to support your children.

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary’s  Message
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Head of Primary
Tom Collar

 tomc@diadubai.com

Deputy Head  KG1 - Year 2
Jodie Harries

jodieh@diadubai.com

Primary School Office
pssecretary@diadubai.com

IT
helpdesk@diadubai.com

Accounts
accounts@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Year 3 - 6
Stephanie Trueman

stephaniet@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuela Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com

Head of Inclusion
Kanika Kalra

kanikak@diadubai.com

Assistant Head - Primary 
Ruchika Sachdev

ruchikas@diadubai.com

School Catering
hello@kalohospilality.com

KG1KG1

KG2KG2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 3Year 3

year 4Year 4

year 5year 5

year 6year 6

NoticesNotices

Student
Leadership
Student

Leadership

Year 4-6 Camps & Residentials Booklet 

Ecoventures Online Parent Info Session 
Year 4-6 Local Camps & Year 5-6 Sri Lanka Trip

Date: Thursday, 8th October 
Time: 4:30PM 

Join Zoom Meeting Link
 Meeting ID: 894 7960 0752

 Passcode: 940155

KALO KG 1 Lunch Delivery Interest Survey – Fill out form
KG1 Lunch Provision Survey

House Day - Wolf Photos

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQCSjudVD4IET4p2RG4gqA_tAeZOL7xDmVvaWF694tt_L-c?e=5jfe0z
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89479600752?pwd=XHyDaTQWUvt1RRiMklGq08BROx8tqK.1
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DAMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtH2IBVpVwkFKkV6gmfx6qc1URE5aUk84UzZIMDdUWjRLV1k0M09PSTNESS4u&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7Cb769a49362b9461e6f8308df1ae781f0%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639259253756966141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HiovGTGvZGUNJGA9HYBSlmqux0qZu2QFnUE5HnQEJn4%3D&reserved=0
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/nataliep_diadubai_com/IgBQ70II8zKSRZ019uwxkeQ3AW89LA2ZwEAjCoydXBjF_BI?e=0ckgEq
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World Mental Health Day
7th - 8  Octoberth

DREAM            INSPIRE            ACHIEVE

Dubai International Academy
Classroom Activities

Student Council Messages

Kindness Postbox

Year 1 & 2 only
Mrs. Desi



KG1-Y6
Dyslexia

Awareness
 8  October!th

WEAR RED

 INCLUSION TEAM

Children will be doing Dyslexia Awareness Activities in the Quad / Classroom 





ELF - Chevron Reader’s Cup
 Years 3-4-5-6 NADIA ISLAM IS LOOKING FOR A BIG

STORY – THE KIND THAT WILL HELP HER
PROVE THAT SHE’S A WORLD- CLASS

JOURNALIST.
When her family travel to Bangladesh for
the summer, she’s upset about missing
her first Ramadan fasting with her best

friend, but she’s determined to find
something important to investigate.

Luckily, her journalist aunt is working on a
story about the country’s climate crisis

and she wants Nadia’s help. But her
cousins have challenged her to a Ramadan
competition. And Nadia never backs down

from a challenge...
Can she put aside her competitiveness to

deliver the scoop?

Would you like to represent our school in the ELF
Reader’s Cup? Register your interest here by 2
October. Read Nadia Islam, on the Record and take
the selection quiz on 21 or 22 October. The eight
highest scorers will qualify for the final round.

Questions? Email Mr Jack at Jacky@diadubai.com or 
Ms. Aida at aidaa@diadubai.com

 

The EmiratesLiteratureFoundation organisesthe Readers’
Cup competition each year. Find out more about it here.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AMmUbCCnXEKuE9AmGtoJtMPK9HJOrYRFmv7OmjRnHv5UNk82REI3RFNZVjA3SFhSWFUxVFJEUUhJNC4u
https://elfdubai.org/readers-cup-2/#:~:text=The%20Chevron%20Readers%E2%80%99%20Cup%20is%20a%20reading%20competition,Cup%2C%20by%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20quiz%20rounds.
https://elfdubai.org/readers-cup-2/#:~:text=The%20Chevron%20Readers%E2%80%99%20Cup%20is%20a%20reading%20competition,Cup%2C%20by%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20quiz%20rounds.


Year 1

 
Bring your picnic breakfast, dress in white,
and enjoy a special live performance of:

Year 2

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS

A Family Picnic • Classical Music • Storytelling
 
connect, listen,shareandcelebrate wellbeingtogether

Join us for a beautiful morning outdoors - a moment to pause,

A unique and interactive musical storytelling
experience, bringing a timeless fairy tale to life

through the beautiful music of the Romantic era.
Discover the music of Liszt, Chopin, Schumann,
Schubert, Massenet and Elgar, performed live by 

the musicians and artists of Diggy Dinos Classical-
music educators on a mission to inspire young 

minds & hearts through the magic of classical music.

THE
WHITE

CONCERT
7th October
7:45 - 9:00 8th October

7:45 - 9:00

IN HONOUR OF WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

 Family Event Venue: Kiss & Drop Garden
Students can attend

with one or two parents
present. Only siblings in
Years 1 & 2 may attend.

 Ticket Required 
Book Your Family Ticket 

(1 per family=70.00 AED)
by Sunday 4  Octoberth

on the Zenda app



ON TUESDAY 10  NOVEMBER 2026TH 13

COMING TO  DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY ON TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2026

Payment deadline
Sunday 

08 November

Is Beauty only Feathers-Deep?
The Ugly Duckling is a musical comedy show written for young children and based on the famous fairytale by Hans Christian Anderson.

It is the story about a young bird who is mocked and bullied by his newly-hatched brother and sister ducklings because he is different from
them.  They think he is ugly! Even his mother thinks he is ugly! Feeling unwanted, unloved and alone he runs away - only to meet other farm
animals who either reject him or want to eat him. Then the winter arrives - cold, freezing, icy and snowy. What is a young duck to do? How
can our little guy survive? When spring arrives, he meets a flock of beautiful swans and has the surprise of his life! The Ugly Duckling is a
delightful, musical comedy show with plenty of audience participation and interactive fun. Our young audiences will go on a journey with

the characters where we explore themes of personal growth, discrimination, positivity, kindness and diversity.
This show is performed in English and sensitively adapted for young, international audience

If you wish your child to attend this fantastic performance
then please arrange an online payment of AED 60 via Zenda

using either of the following:
Zenda App through mobile: app.zenda.com/getstarted

Zenda webpage:
https://innoventureseducation.zenda.com/

Show times:
KG1, KG2 & Year 1 - TBC

Years 2-3 - TBC
Year 5-6 - TBC

The show will take place in the SS PE Hall, where all
students will be seated. Students who are not

watching will remain in class with one of the year
level team teachers.

https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.zenda.com%2Fgetstarted&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C0e61d7b1b64042a9328b08df1af8101b%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639259324870570752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F2zYRj0Q23jm47Nemf0yrE71Hm7gLHQ3sRAPBkZY0O0%3D&reserved=0
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finnoventureseducation.zenda.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C0e61d7b1b64042a9328b08df1af8101b%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639259324870594428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ys6nPY1bEL3%2BZpu%2BibPvAFC97grBUGGXhIKVBfLj2fs%3D&reserved=0


 
presentations will take place
during your childs music and

dance lesson this week

DIA Arts Presents

 NOV 16TH - 20TH

Classroom Curtain Call Timetable:
CLICK HERE TO VIEW
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Years 1-6

https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/laurens_diadubai_com/IQBuZEOI87ipRLjuTgcSGDjlARL4xR0v1KHp4ndIQryP5GM?e=PkJFny
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/laurens_diadubai_com/IQBuZEOI87ipRLjuTgcSGDjlARL4xR0v1KHp4ndIQryP5GM?e=PkJFny




Spelling Bee Championship UAE

We are delighted to announce that registrations for the Spelling Bee Championship
UAE 2026–2027 are now officially open for students in grades upto 8th (upto year 9)

across the UAE.

Building on a successful season that engaged students from diverse curricula and
schools across the Emirates and encouraged by the support and engagement of the
UAE education community, including KHDA, we are excited to begin another year of

celebrating literacy, language development, and academic excellence.

The championship aims to help students:
Strengthen vocabulary and spelling proficiency

Develop confidence in communication and public speaking
Improve reading comprehension and language skills

Foster curiosity about language, word origins, and etymology
Experience healthy academic competition in a positive environment

Registration Fee: AED 225 per student
Parents can learn more and register their child directly at www.spellingbee.ae

Each registered participant will receive:
Official 2,500-Word Preparation List
Etymology and Word Origin Support

Four Complimentary Quiz Test Sessions
Access to the LEARN Platform

Key Dates (Tentative)
Preliminary Rounds: October/November 2026

Semi-Finals: January 2027 (Tentative)
Grand Finals: February 2027 (Tentative)

Last season culminated in the UAE Champion representing the nation at the Scripps
National Spelling Bee in Washington DC, providing students with an opportunity to

connect local achievement with global excellence.

Contact:
Team Spelling Bee Championship UAE - support@spellingbee.ae

https://www.spellingbee.ae/
mailto:support@spellingbee.ae


We are pleased to share an exciting opportunity for students to take part in the International Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO)
2026. Students from Kindergarten through to Grade 12 are invited to complete a free Mental Maths Eligibility Test, designed to
identify and celebrate mathematical aptitude in young learners. The test also serves as the qualifying stage for the International

Mental Maths Olympiad (iMMO) 2026.

Please note that this opportunity is not currently organised or run through the school. 

We are sharing it with our families as an exciting opportunity for children who enjoy maths and would like to challenge themselves
further. Please see the attached poster for further information, including registration details and relevant contact information.
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