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Courtesy of the Desert Safari with Year 2, parent information session on ADHD (resources to be shared next week) and our wonderful PassioNATE ABouT DIAY
parent and student Diwali Dance.
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Eating a sandwich these days can be a touch
hectic

Dear DIA families,

A Little Light, Colour and Celebration!

Firstly, | would like to wish all of our families celebrating Diwali this weekend a wonderful time with family and friends. Often referred to
as the Festival of Lights, Diwali is associated with the triumph of light over darkness, good over evil and the importance of hope,
kindness and new beginnings. To everyone celebrating, | hope the weekend brings plenty of joy, togetherness and special memories.
We certainly enjoyed a lovely moment this morning, with a wonderful parent-and-child dance during Footloose Friday.

On Monday, we will have an optional non-uniform day celebrating light and colour. Children are welcome to wear traditional clothing,
something bright and colourful or simply their usual school uniform. The choice is entirely yours.

Some parents will also be joining classrooms to lead short, creative activities, where teachers have been able to accommodate these
within their timetables. Thank you to those offering their time and to our teachers for helping make these opportunities possible.

A Wild Day Out with Year 2!

This week, | had the pleasure of joining half of our Year 2 students on their safari trip, and what a wonderful day of learning it was!

One of the things | value most about an IB education is the emphasis on helping children make connections between what they learn in
the classroom and the world around them. Our Year 2 students have been exploring habitats, and there are few better ways to bring that
learning to life than observing animals and their environments firsthand.

Trips are wonderful experiences in their own right, but when they connect so purposefully with the curriculum, their educational value
becomes even greater. Thank you to Year 2 for inviting me along. | thoroughly enjoyed the company, the conversations and, of course,
the animals!

Little Stars, Rising Stars... and 58 Early Birds!

In just three days, we have already had 58 children register for our new Little Stars, Rising Stars and Karam International Awards!

It has been wonderful to see such an enthusiastic response to these opportunities, which encourage children to challenge themselves,
develop independence and demonstrate a wide range of skills beyond the classroom. As | mentioned in my earlier communication, one
of the things | particularly like about these awards is the opportunity they provide for families to make memories together. Whether
children are discovering a new interest, developing a skill or taking on a challenge they might not otherwise have attempted, there is
plenty to gain from the experience.

Our first registration deadline is Monday 16 November, so if you are considering signing up, please do take a look at the information
shared and register before the deadline. There was a slight error in the KG2 sign up where this year level were linked with Rising instead
of Little Stars, this has now been corrected and all children in KG2 will be given the Little Stars book.

Sometimes the most valuable achievements aren't necessarily the biggest ones, but those moments when a child realises they can do
something they previously thought they couldn't.

Deadlines and Payments
A gentle but important reminder about Zenda payments and school deadlines. We work hard to give families as much notice and as
many reminders as possible before registration and payment windows close. However, once a deadline has passed, we do not accept
late payments or registrations.

| appreciate that this can sometimes feel frustrating, particularly when a deadline has only just passed. However, these boundaries are
important for ensuring that activities and trips are organised safely and fairly. Confirmed numbers determine transport, staffing,
supervision, bookings and many other arrangements that take place behind the scenes.

There are two particularly helpful things parents can do. Firstly, please check your Zenda app to ensure that any payment you have
made is showing as completed. Secondly, if you are experiencing any difficulties, whether that is a payment issue or simply still deciding
whether your child will attend, please contact the school before the deadline passes to seek guidance.

Importantly, without a confirmed payment and the associated consent, we cannot permit a child to attend a trip or paid activity. We are
also unable to make last-minute calls to parents immediately before departure to resolve outstanding payments or permissions. At that

point, our staff must be focused entirely on the children in their care and ensuring a safe, organised departure.

PTO



For reference, here are some key dates:

Year 4-6 Residential Camps - Closed

KG2 Teach Rex - Closed

KG1-Year 6: S4K The Ugly Duckling - Deadline Sunday 8 November

Little Stars, Rising Stars & Karam Awards - Deadline Monday 16 November
Year 1 Heritage Express - Deadline Monday 30 November

Thank you for helping us maintain a consistent and fair approach.

Ten Minutes, Plenty to Talk About! (-
Finally, a huge thank you to all the parents who joined us for Parent-Teacher Conferences this week.

| appreciate that ten minutes can sometimes feel rather quick, particularly when there is so much to discuss about your child! However, |
hope the wider experience provided a valuable opportunity to spend time in the classroom, look through your child's work, speak with

other parents and speak with a range of staff involved in their learning.

It was also lovely to see so many parents taking the time to leave encouraging notes. These small gestures can mean a great deal, and
there is something particularly powerful about a child seeing their parents celebrate the effort and progress they have made.

As always, the most successful partnerships between home and school are built on open communication, shared understanding and a
genuine interest in helping each child flourish.

Thank you for your time, your thoughtful conversations and your continued support.

Kind regards,
Tom
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Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills

Calendar Outline 2026 — 2027

SMT return to School for Orientation and Training

19 August 2026

HODs, Subject leaders, HOY 2 and Year level leaders retum to School
for Orientation and Training

20 August 2026

Teachers return to School for Orientation and Training

24 August 2026

Prophet Mohammad's birthday® (Mo school for students and staff)

25 August 2026

Primary School ‘'Hopes & Dreams’ KG1 - Year 6

31 August 2026

secondary School new students’ orientation - All Year 7, 11 and 13
students’ orientation

31 August 2026

Les=zons stan for Year 1 — Year 13 students

1 September 2026

KG1 & KG2 seitling in programme

1 - 4 September 2026

Mid-term Break

12 — 18 October 2028

Innoventures Education PD Day (Early dismissal for all students)

29 October 2026

Farent Teacher Consultations KG1 - Year & (No school for PS5 students)

3 Hovember 2026

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 7 — 13 (Mo school for 55
students)

10 Nowvember 2026

Farent Teacher Consultations Year 7 — 13 (No school for 55 students)

20 Nowvember 2026

LAE Mational Day* (Mo school for students and staff)

2 — 4 December 2026

Winter Break

14 December 2028 — 3 January 2027

Lessons start for KG1 - Year 13 students

4 January 2027

Innoventures Education PD Day (Early dismissal for all students)

2 February 2027

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 11 — 13 (Mo school for 55 students)

5 February 2027

Ramadan begins®

& February 2027

Eid Al Fitr* {Mo school for students and staff)

& — 12 March 2027

Innoventures Education PO Day (Early dismissal for all students) 25 March 2027
Farent Teacher Consultations KG1 — Year 6 (Mo school for PS5 studentzs) | 31 March 2027
Spring Break 5 — 8 April 2027
Farent Teacher Consultations Year 7 — 10 (No school for 55 students) 22 April 2027

Eid Al Adha* (No school for students and staff) 15 — 18 May 2027
Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 — Year 6 (No school for PS5 students) | 24 May 2027

Hijri Mew Year* (Mo school for students and staff) 6 June 2027

End of Year for Students and Teachers 2 Juby 2027

govemment announcemants for public holidays

Please note that all dates are comect at the tme of writing and could be subject to change owing to the lunar calendar and




COMING TO DUBAI INTERNATIONAL AGADEMY ON TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2026

Is Beauty only Feathers-Deep?
The Ugly Duckling is a musical comedy show written for young children and based on the famous fairytale by Hans Christian Anderson.
It is the story about a young bird who is mocked and bullied by his newly-hatched brother and sister ducklings because he is different from
them. They think he is ugly! Even his mother thinks he is ugly! Feeling unwanted, unloved and alone he runs away - only to meet other farm
animals who either reject him or want to eat him. Then the winter arrives - cold, freezing, icy and snowy. What is a young duck to do? How
can our little guy survive? When spring arrives, he meets a flock of beautiful swans and has the surprise of his life! The Ugly Duckling is a
delightful, musical comedy show with plenty of audience participation and interactive fun. Our young audiences will go on a journey with
the characters where we explore themes of personal growth, discrimination, positivity, kindness and diversity.
This show is performed in English and sensitively adapted for young, international audience

-

DON’T

MISS OUT!

Final Payment
deadline Sunday
08 November

Show times: If you wish your child to attend this fantastic performance
KG1, KG2 & Year1-9:30 - 10:20 am then please arrange an online payment of AED 60 via Zenda
Years 2-3-4 - 10:40 - 11:40 am using either of the following:
Year 5-6 - 12:30 - 1:30 pm Zenda App through mobile: app.zenda.com/getstarted

Zenda webpage:

The show will take place in the SS PE Hall, where all . ;
https://innoventureseducation.zenda.com/

students will be seated. Students who are not
watching will remain in class with one of the year
level team teachers.



https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.zenda.com%2Fgetstarted&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C0e61d7b1b64042a9328b08df1af8101b%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639259324870570752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F2zYRj0Q23jm47Nemf0yrE71Hm7gLHQ3sRAPBkZY0O0%3D&reserved=0
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finnoventureseducation.zenda.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CArlindag%40diadubai.com%7C0e61d7b1b64042a9328b08df1af8101b%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C639259324870594428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ys6nPY1bEL3%2BZpu%2BibPvAFC97grBUGGXhIKVBfLj2fs%3D&reserved=0

ADHD AWARENESS DAY

PasSION

WHAT DO VISIONARY DIREGTORS, WORLD-CGLASS ATHLETES,
AND 6ROUNDBREAKING ARTISTS HAVE IN GCOMMON?

Their minds aren'’t built for conventional boxes;
they are built to rewrite the rules entirely.

This ADHD Awareness Day, we are thrilled to feature The Rewired Gallery, a special pop-
up exhibition designed to celebrate the unfiltered genius, creativity, and resilience of
iconic figures living and thriving with ADHD.

WHAT TO EXPECT: A PEEK INTO DIVERGENT THINKING AND A GELEBRATION
OF HUMAN POTENTIAL.

Z\EET THE CHARACTERS. HEAR THEIR STORIES. UNDERSTAND
ADHD.

11:40 AM (PS LUNCH)

[ 12 NOVEMBER 2026 Yr3-Yr6

LOCATION: QUAD ]




Little Star Award

KG1 and KG2

ijEdsidera

EMPOWERING FUTURES

1313008

Big confidence
starts with

Fun, play-based challenges that build
life skills and independence.

THE
LiTTLE STAR
AWARD

SEARAWARD

Children enjoy Top Tip
videos with Fox and
Bear, optional Arabic
audio support, and earn
a Fox or Bear medal and
certificate.

e —— ]
"©
(@)
LT
Receive Your Booklet Complete challenges Evidence Your Learning Earn recognition
Everything you need to 16 core challenges with Write, draw or add photos as Certificate & Award
complete the award. Top Tip videos. you complete each challenge. medal on completion.
\ ’

T

= Completed overan

~) academic year L=, Inclusive by Design
- @ - From videos and audio to flexible ways for children to

nen
a

| l:

~ demonstrate their learning, our awards are designed with

16 core challenges at inclusion in mind.

every level

Start your
child’s journey
today! ,

Scan the QR u

to sign up

1

W |
; )
& =

www.edsidera.com info@edsidera.com

Register by 13 November 2026 | Complete by 7 June 2027

Dubai International Academy - Emirates Hills



Rising Star Award

Years 1-6

+j Edsidera R

EMPOWERING FUTURES THE

RISING

STAR AWARD

Preparing children
for life beyond

the classroom.

The Rising Star Award features engaging

challenges in an award booklet, developing life
skills, sustainability, wellbeing, entrepreneurship

and global citizenship. | ¥ = -
Booklets include QR | =
codes to Top Tip videos —

and optional Arabic a
audio. Children earn a
certificate, medal, badge

or shield.

HOW IT WORKS S BATESTEE . l E

e
e

e ]
Receive Your Booklet Complete challenges Evidence Your Learning Earn recognition
Everything you need to 16 core challenges wnth Write, draw or add photos as Certificate & Award
complete the award. Top Tip videos. you complete each challenge. medal on completion.
L

Completed over an i
academic year v\ !

- + Inclusive by Design
- @ = From videos and audio to flexible ways for children to

= demonstrate their learning, our awards are designed with

16 core challenges at inclusion in mind.

every level

Start your

child’s journey PER CHILD
today!

Scan the QR i
to sign up \_)

www.edsidera.com

info@edsidera.com

Register by 13 November 2026 | Complete by 7 June 2027

Dubai International Academy - Emirates Hills



Karam Award

Muslim students in Years 1-6 | English or Arabic

+j Edsidera

EMPOWERING FUTURES

Grow in AWARDS
Build T aan
Inspiring

Faith-based challenges that build

Islamic values, character and life
skills.

.. I
T e Lo A S =
= ;f‘ -I'-'-_ AT A L0 "&
Each booklet includes engaging p‘f fic " b
activities and everything your ch.iild A : s
needs to complete the award, with £
an accompanying QR code guide (%) b
providing Top Tip videos. =
= =
Receive Your Booklet Complete challenges Evidence Your Learning Earn recognition
Everything you need to 10 challenges with Top Write, draw or add photos as Certificate & Award
complete the award. Tip videos. you complete each chalilenge. Bag tag on completion.
LI
Completed over the - -
academic year - -
* * Inclusive by Design
From videos to flexible ways for children to demonstrate their
10 Core Challenges learning, our awards are designed with inclusion in mind.
atevery level
Start your
- r -
child’s journey
1
tod ay!
www.edsidera.com info@edsidera.com

Register by 13 November 2026 | Complete by 7 June 2027
Karam may be completed in addition to Rising Star.



L DIA Arts Presents j

NOV 16TH - 20TH

Presentations will take place )=
during your child’s music and &
dance lesson this wee

CLICK HERE TO VIEV¥67

Years 1-6 Classroom Curtain Call Timetabli: #

Curtain Call Event Details ¢



https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/laurens_diadubai_com/IQBuZEOI87ipRLjuTgcSGDjlARL4xR0v1KHp4ndIQryP5GM?e=PkJFny
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/laurens_diadubai_com/IQBuZEOI87ipRLjuTgcSGDjlARL4xR0v1KHp4ndIQryP5GM?e=PkJFny
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/IQAwsJPn3dR_Q4BvDIcw1GfbARwdBlz_yWyTYkkj9OPHRwU?e=rOlZbr

F

N
- KG2

Were excited to invite yow to our G2 g
Family Picnic! e
<& Join us for a lovely afternoon together as we
celebrate ouwr students’ hard work and creativity .
cach class will take the stage to perform their Zog
Jalk for Writing’ piece - we can't wait for youw to
gee how confidently they bring the story to life!

@ 16:30-18:00 % 1
18 NOVEMBER: KG2B.E.G
19 NOVEMBER: KG2ACDF

Y
Location: The school quad ,.u‘
What to Wear:
The students are invited to come in their own clothes with a
splash of orange to match our Zog theme.
What to Bring:
Pack your favourite snacks and don’t forget your picnic [
blanket for a cosy spot on the grass!
(If you’d prefer to bring a chair, please pop it at the back of
the quad so everyone has a great view.)

% )




PARENT TALK

Parenting the

generation
(for parents) =

o O

Our children live in a vastly different world
from the world we grew up in.

Learn how you can raise values-driven,

happy, successful, and connected
children in today’s world. -

b

-_—

This seminar provides parents with a better understanding

of popular cultural views being communicated to our families
through technology, as well as insight into the effects of technology
on the self-identity, cognitive abilities, relationships and physical
wellbeing of children. Practical tips on how to have a healthy
relationship with technology are also shared. O

Registration - Fill out form

Thursday 19th November
E 8.00am

9 Presentation Hall

Facilitated by Gazal Sayed Lighthouse
from Lighthouse Arabia A Arabia

Let's work fogefﬂer to support our children

ina oﬁ:qc'fa{ world. l




R CONTEST IS BACK!

TH]S YELAR VYOUR STORY TRAVELS
LROUND THE Wu%' D 1N 5_5 WORDE
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’ For DIA students in Y3, Yt Y5 & Y6
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:@ Calling all DIA little and big READERS!

Shared Shelf Society is a dedicated space for our DIA community
to exchange the boocks you have already enjoyed and that are

now taking over your hoame shelves and find new titles to discover-
all while doing two things we do love at DIA: reading and recycling!
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If vou have well-loved books All donoted books are reviewed first,
you'd like to pass forward: Children's books are placed
childran's books, grown-up books, books on our Shared Shelf
for all ages - feel free to drop them aff Grown-up books are passed to our
anytime at our dedicated DROP BOX in partner, BOOKENDS, and exchanged for

the main lobby school-appropriate titles



"XG1 WINTER CONCERT

Please join us for festive fun and entertainment
%  from our KG1 children under the KG1 trees.

¥ < Tuesday 8 December 22
- KG1B ¢ KG1C « KG16 S K
x Wednesday 9 December
- KG1A o KGI1E Z 3k
* Thursday 10 December
» - KG1D  KG1F “

Venue: KG1 DIA Camphs
Children to wear festive colours:

. WHITE or

More information will be shared by
your class teacher closer to the time.
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PASSIONATE ABOUT DIAV
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JOIN US FOR A FESTIVE FILLED WITH HOLIDAY CHEER,
SHOPPING, ACTIVITIES, AND WONDERFUL MOMENTS WITH
OUR DIA COMMUNITY.
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‘ 27TH NOVEMBER \

Book your stall™s
\ 10:00 AM

NOW 70 \
through the | \ 2:00 PM s
attached link J/ DIA Parents & Staff: \“,'I _”

~ https://forms.gle/e6XKPhuzqjQkXs9UA &
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COME SHOP, CONNECT & CELEBRATE
THE SEASON WITH US! &


https://forms.gle/e6XKPhuzqjQkXs9UA
https://forms.gle/e6XKPhuzqjQkXs9UA

PIZZERIA &

CAFFE

BORBONE | SUGAHOLIC

PASSIONATE ABOUT DIAW
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Cake Decorating
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REGISTER HERE
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	Notices
	Notices
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	NOVEMBER / DECMBER
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	01
	10TH DUBAI FITNESS CHALLENGE - 31 OCTOBER TO 29 NOVEMBER


	COMING TO  DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY ON TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2026
	Is Beauty only Feathers-Deep?
	It is the story about a young bird who is mocked and bullied by his newly-hatched brother and sister ducklings because he is different from them.  They think he is ugly! Even his mother thinks he is ugly! Feeling unwanted, unloved and alone he runs away - only to meet other farm animals who either reject him or want to eat him. Then the winter arrives - cold, freezing, icy and snowy. What is a young duck to do? How can our little guy survive? When spring arrives, he meets a flock of beautiful swans and has the surprise of his life! The Ugly Duckling is a delightful, musical comedy show with plenty of audience participation and interactive fun. Our young audiences will go on a journey with the characters where we explore themes of personal growth, discrimination, positivity, kindness and diversity.
	This show is performed in English and sensitively adapted for young, international audience

	Final Payment deadline Sunday
	08 November
	Show times:
	KG1, KG2 & Year 1 - 9:30 - 10:20 am
	Years 2-3-4 - 10:40 - 11:40 am
	Year 5-6 - 12:30 - 1:30 pm
	If you wish your child to attend this fantastic performance then please arrange an online payment of AED 60 via Zenda using either of the following:
	Zenda App through mobile: app.zenda.com/getstarted
	Zenda webpage: https://innoventureseducation.zenda.com/

	The show will take place in the SS PE Hall, where all students will be seated. Students who are not watching will remain in class with one of the year level team teachers.

	NOV 16TH - 20TH
	Presentations will take place during your child’s music and dance lesson this week
	Years 1-6

	Classroom Curtain Call Timetable: CLICK HERE TO VIEW
	Curtain Call Event Details


	KG2
	We’re excited to invite you to our KG2 Family Picnic!
	Join us for a lovely afternoon together as we celebrate our students’ hard work and creativity. Each class will take the stage to perform their Zog ‘Talk for Writing’ piece — we can’t wait for you to see how confidently they bring the story to life!

	16:30-18:00
	18 NOVEMBER: KG2B,E,G 19 NOVEMBER: KG2A,C,D,F
	Location: The school quad


	Registration - Fill out form
	DIA Parents & Staff:
	https://forms.gle/e6XKPhuzqjQkXs9UA
	REGISTER HERE

