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Shock... not a dog this week but attempt number 4 of
my lemon drizzle Cake. After learning that ChatGPT
was a rubbish Sous Chef, Ms. Arlinda gave me a much
better recipe.

Dear DIA families,
This week was packed with celebrations, achievements, and a whole lot of love. Who said things wind down at this time of year, not us!

Kindness Starts With Us: A Gentle Reminder at Collection Time

Before we dive into the lovely celebrations in this week’s newsletter, I'd like to begin with a gentle but important reminder about parent-
to-parent interactions during collection. Today, | spoke with two parents about two separate incidents where they experienced
unpleasant and unnecessarily aggressive exchanges with fellow parents. | understand that collection can be a busy and warm time of
day, especially as we approach the end of the year and CCAs finish. | want to reassure you that your children are safe and well cared
for and if traffic takes a little longer then simply let us know at the office and all will be okay. Please remember that the tone we set
impacts our community and this community is one where kindness will triumph. For those in attendance at the Year 6 Graduation, you
will recall that this was the theme of my speech and a perspective | believe in strongly as a person.

Farewell Year 6 and onwards and upwards for KG2 — You Have All Made Us Proud! (photos to follow next week)

We kick things off with the emotional and joyful KG2 Graduation, filled with the cutest of songs and a few oversized gowns. Mr. James
and the KG staff were so proud as the children showcased singing, poetry and big brave smiles. The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony
then showed us what we are all aiming for. Congratulations to both our graduating Classes of 2025! The ceremonies were filled with
laughter, heartfelt speeches, and a genuine outpouring of love. Love for friends, love for teachers, and love for the school community
that has helped shape their journey. To our Year 6s, saying goodbye to Primary is a pivotal moment, and this group leaves us with
confidence, kindness, and courage. Thank you to the Year 6 team, and to every teacher from KG onwards who have been part of these
children’s story along the way. What a send-off! For those who have never attended the Year 6 Graduation, there are always some
surprises in these events. So for those who have this all to come, | hope you are excited to experience this. A special congratulations to
our Year 6 graduate winners of the newly added awards:

« International Mindedness Award: Sophia Dimmich - 6G
¢ Citizenship Award: Leonardo Redivo - 6E
o Spirit of DIA Award: Samarth Kelkar - 6C

A Night of Applause for the Arts (photos to follow)

On Thursday evening, we turned the spotlight to our incredibly talented students in Music, Dance, Visual Art, and Computing at the
2nd annual Arts Awards. Hundreds of students were recognised for their creativity and contributions, and the evening was nothing short
of magical. Huge thanks to Ms. Rini, Ms. Lauren, Mr. Felipe, Ms. Kiran, and Ms. lIti for crafting such a thoughtful event, with brilliant
support from Ms. Sue, Ms. Dianne, and Ms. Shona. We are so proud of how the Arts continue to flourish here at DIA!

Sporting Success on Every Front (photos to follow)

And today... drumroll please... we celebrated our Sports Award winners! From our first-ever Aquathlon title to a podium finish at the
World School Games and 3 other DASSA championship titles. This included a nine of wait coming to an end for our U11 basketball
team, who finally clinched a DASSA Championship Trophy in what was nothing short a Disney movie final day of matches. A massive
achievement for Mr. Mark, Mr. Phillip, and the whole squad! These accomplishments are only possible thanks to the passion and
commitment of our coaching team, our stellar PE department, and the incredible leadership of Ms. Katie, who continues to elevate sport
as a cornerstone of our school life. It has certainly been a landmark year for DIA sport.

Celebrating Student Leadership: Council Ceremony Shines
This week we hosted our Student Council Awards Ceremony, and what a tremendous occasion it was! It was a moment to not only

celebrate our incoming council for 2025-2026, but also to reflect on the incredible achievements of this year's student leaders.

The speeches delivered by our students were truly inspiring, articulate, passionate, and full of ambition for the future. A huge thank you
must go to Mr. Sean and all the supporting staff who helped organise such a meaningful event and indeed year!

Continued on the next page



With the student council growing from 49 to 111 members for next year and an increasing number of staff stepping in to mentor and
guide them, | am incredibly excited for what next year has in store. Leadership at DIA is flourishing, and the future is brighter than ever.

A special thank you as well to our departing Ayaan (Head Boy) and Rihanna (Head Girl). You have been such an inspiration this year
and with your wider Student Leadership team have set a high bar indeed,

My Food Story

Other than my lemon drizzle cake (featured above) this week, we were thrilled to welcome the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the
United States Consulate General to launch an exciting new initiative at DIA. My Food Story. This culinary-focused programme was
brought to us by one of our own parents, Ms. Fayrouz Zghoul, Senior Regional Marketing Advisor for the Foreign Agricultural Service of
the U.S. Consulate General.

On Monday, we were honoured to host Consul General Robert Raines and his associate Valerie Brown, as they joined us for this very
special event launch event with Chefs from across the city and a live cooking display of French Toast. DIA has been handpicked as the
launch school for this concept, and it promises to be the beginning of a deliciously enriching journey. We will keep you posted as this
evolves. A big thank you to Mr. James who was instrumental in helping make this partnership come to life.

House Spirit Ignites: Fire Takes the Crown!
This week we celebrated our Houses in our annual House Assembly, led by the ever-creative and dedicated Ms. Natalie, who never
fails to find new and exciting ways to build our house spirit.

After a full year of competitions, challenges, and house point collections, it was the mighty Fire House that rose to the top, proudly
crowned our 2024-2025 House Champions! In a brilliant show of unity, both this year’'s and next year's House Captains lifted the trophy
together, showing immense amounts of pride. Well done to all the houses and students who contributed throughout the year, every
single point counted!

The Final Week Approaches...

Farewells, New Beginnings, and a Year to Remember

As we approach the final week of this academic year, | want to take a moment to reflect, celebrate, and say a few heartfelt goodbyes,
with the intention of allowing time for our community to do the same.

To the small number of families leaving us this year, please know that you will always be a part of the DIA community. If there's
anything you need as you embark on your next chapter, our doors remain open. We wish you nothing but success, joy, and warm
memories of your time here.

Naturally, this is also the time when we say goodbye to some members of staff. Whether with us for a short time or many years, each
has left a mark, and | am so grateful for their contributions.

This year also marks a remarkable milestone: not a single member of staff is leaving to join another school unless for a promotion. Staff
retention of around 95% is a feat that is as rare as it is special, and a testament to the strength of the culture we have built together.

Farewell to Our Departing Staff

+ Ms. Aimee is off to Spain for a new cultural adventure and to be closer to home. Her positive spirit has left a lasting impression, and
we wish her every happiness in this next chapter.

e Ms. Natalia and Ms. Yogi have chosen to step away from teaching (for now) to focus on new personal journeys. Their
professionalism and strength have been pillars in our school.

e Ms. Tracy will begin a new chapter in Ras Al Khaimah and she will take some time with her growing family to focus on them. We
thank her for her dedication and ever positive spirit.

e Ms. Tara, who joined us mid-year, is returning to Ireland to be near loved ones. She brought focus and stability to a class during a
time of transition and we are grateful for her contribution.

+ Ms. Sonia has been appointed Head of PE at DIA Al Barsha. A vital force in our PE program, her energy and organisation will be
greatly missed.

e Mr. Conor has been appointed the role of Assistant Head at a new school. While we are sad to see him leave, we are incredibly
proud of his next step. He will thrive, just as he did with us.

If you see these members of the team please take a moment to wish them well in their next chapters. We have some wonderful new
staff joining us for next year and we will introduce these in due course.

Kind regards,
Tom



EXtra “.Comm's Corner

EoY Class Parties on Wednesday 25 June

Please liaise with you class about expectations for b taiat
food at the parties. Here are some ideas from one of our i
parents, Ms. Megha.

Kids Party snack ideas
By Chef-a-Doodle

Head of Primary Deputy Head KGL1 - Year 2 Deputy Head Year 3 - 6

Deputy Head Pastoral PYP Coordinator Head of Inclusion
Tom Collar James Heard Stephanie Trueman Manuella Watfa Ruchika Sachdev Jayda Keer
tomc@diadubai.com jamesh@diadubai.com stephaniet@diadubai.com  manuellaw@diadubai.com ruchikas@diadubai.com jaydak@diadubai.com
Primary School Office IT Accounts School Catering
pssecretary@diadubai.com helpdesk@diadubai.com accounts@diadubai.com hello@kalohospilality.com
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Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills

Calendar Outline 2025-2026

SMT return to School for Orientation and Training 13 August 2025
HC.)DS, S‘ubject leac!ers, HOYs and Year level leaders return to School for 14 August 2025
Orientation and Training

Teachers return to School for Orientation and Training 18 August 2025
Primary School ‘Hopes & Dreams’ 25 August 2025
Secondary School new students orientation

All Year 7, 11 and 13 students orientation 25 August 2025
Lessons startfor Y1 -Year 13 students 26 August 2025

KG settlingin programme

25 - 29 August 2025

Prophet Mohammad’s birthday* (No school for students and staff)

4 September 2025

Mid-term Break

13 =17 October 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 -Year 6 (No school for PS students)

3 November 2025

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 7 — 13 (No school for S8 students)

10 November 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 13 (No school for SS students)

24 November 2025

UAE National Day (No school for students and staff)

2 -3 December 2025

Winter Break 15 December 2025 - 2 January 2026
Lessons start for KG1 - Year 13 students 5 January 2026

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 11 - 13 (No school for SS students) | 6 February 2026

Ramadan begins* 18 February 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 =Year 6 (No school for PS students) 16 March 2026

Eid Al Fitr* (No school for students and staff}

19 - 20 March 2026

Spring Break

23 March - 3 April 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 10 (No school for SS students)

29 April 2026

Mid-term Break

25 May 2026

Eid Al Adha* (No school for students and staff)

26 - 29 May 2026

Mid-term Break 15 June 2026
Hijri New Year* (No school for students and staff) 16 June 2026
End of Year for Students and Teachers 3 July 2026

calendar and government announcements for public holidays.

Please note that all dates are correct at the time of writing and could be subject to change owing to the lunar
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?aking ACTION™

Has your child been ing action out of school? Then
we want to know all about it so we can celebrate it on
our posters and displays in school...

Please email Mr Nick with any details at
nicholast@diadubai.com

While camping in Oman over the long Daanvi (KG2B) recently took partin a

weekend, Noah and Bruno (6B) took the wonderful act of kindness. Alongside her
initiative to leave their campsite cleaner friends, Daanvi helped distribute food
than they found it. With garbage bags in bags and snacks to delivery drivers who
hand, they cleared their rubbish and litter visited her building. What a thoughtful
left by others, leaving the area pristine for way to show care and gratitude to those
wildlife and future adventurers © who serve our community *

Hrihaan (4D) celebrated his birthday on Samarth (ZG.showe a e
9th June with a visit to the Gurudwara, a
Sikh temple, where he donated groceries

and food to support free meals. His
thoughtful gesture reflects kindness,
equality, and giving to those in need ¢

act of kindness by offering snacks

and water to the labourers cleaning

the tower windows in the scorching
heat. A very caring gesture ¢
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MOTHER TONGUE
AT DIA-EH

2025-2026

At DIA we offer a unigue opportunity for students to develop their mother
tonque. Learn all about our mother programme through this brochure. If you
would like to reqister your interest or Re-register for the new academic
year, please let us know by filling in the form that is linked to the
brochure.
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