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So, where will the baby sit????

Dear DIA families,
Signing Off for the Year... With One Big Adventure Ahead!

As we bring this academic year to a close, it also marks three years since | joined this incredible school
community. | continue to feel a deep sense of pride for everything that DIA represents. This is a place full of
passion, energy, and heart. A place where children, staff, and families come together to create something truly
special.

A huge thank you to the many parents who have taken the time to write, message, or speak with staff to share
words of gratitude and appreciation. It really does mean the world and | love. So much of what happens here
isn’t just because of what's written in job descriptions, it's the result of dedicated staff going above and beyond,
embodying what it means to be part of an Outstanding educational institution.

That said, if there’s one constant in life, it's change. Our school will continue to grow, evolve, and refine how we
serve not just students, but entire families. Because at DIA, we don’'t believe we work solely with children, we
believe we work with families.

And speaking of family... this summer my own is expanding. From Lucy and Arthur (The Beagles) and Rebecca
(The Wife), many of you may know already that | will very soon be adding a brand-new little baby girl into the
mix. So when | return after the break, | won't just be your Head of Primary, I'll be turning up with the badge of
Dad as well.

Click here to guess the baby’s name

Wishing every single one of you a wonderful summer filled with laughter, rest, adventure, and joy. See you on
the other side of the holidays, slightly sleep-deprived, possibly looking a little disheveled, but with even more
reason to keep doing what | love.

Kind regards,
Tom

P.S. Graduation, Awards and Spotlight Symphony photos are below in the notices and the Summer Home
Learning Padlets are all in the Year Group Newsletters.
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Why Are We Adjusting Our Policy?

Let us first please begin by acknowledging that the below will likely be viewed read and digested based on your own views of
technology and what you have experienced. It is impractical to believe that we will have all of the answers or appease everyone’s
perspective or wishes. That said our goal in all of the below is to further support balance with regard to technology. Some of the below
is already in policy and will be focused upon more rigidly and some is new and will form part of a Term 1 trial.

Over the past decade or so, digital devices have become both engrained learning tools and a source of genuine concern for families.
Recent responses to a Digital Learning & Well-being survey, together with findings from studies by the Education Endowment
Foundation, Karolinska Institutet, and classroom research across the UK, Europe, and the UAE tell a clear story: when technology is
introduced thoughtfully it can widen learning opportunities, sharpen feedback, help teachers be more efficient and personalise
instruction, yet overuse or poor implementation can erode focus, impact social skills and delay foundational skills.

The school has significantly increased the quantity and quality of analogue based work over the past 3 years and the student books are
clear evidence of this. That said, guided by evidence, and in partnership with parents, we are refining our device policy for 2025-2026
so that iPads, used under the PICRAT framework, amplify great teaching while safeguarding our ongoing efforts to prioritise
foundational skills such as handwriting, creativity, and student well-being.

There are two key priorities:
1.Moderation and intentionality must guide every digital decision.
2.Implementation quality, not device quantity, determines educational impact.

Key Changes for 2025-2026 — Please note that the below is the first step and we will monitor the impact of these decisions before
moving forward.

Theme Decision Rationale

Non-smartphones are permitted

Smart Phones No permitted on but must be switched off during the school day. This Preserves focus and
& Smart- campus for all safeguards learning time. Any messaging from parents must route through the
watches primary students. school office. (Signal blocking pouches are currently being explored).

Allows an “analogue onboarding”

iPad Roll-out Year 4-6 remain Term so Year 3 pupils master analogue routines of the upper school (Year 3-6)
unchanged, before the introduction of 1-1 devices. They will have a small amount of
however Year 3 access to a limited supply of school devices during this time. In Term 2 the
will be delayed plan would be to slowly introduce the devices in controlled and limited way.
until Term 2
(January 2026).

With the updated firewall, the

iMessage iMessage will aim is to block iMessage on the network. All communication can go through the

blocked teachers and PS Office. If your child has an analogue phone then

communication will be possible at the end of the school day to coordinate pick
ups.




Theme

Decision

Rationale

App List

Reduced to a small set
of core, vetted
apps (e.g.,
Mathletics, TT Rock
Stars, Toddle, Epic).

Simplifies home and school monitoring
and keeps learning purposeful and in line with parent feedback.

Parental Controls

All iPads must have
parental
controls allowing only
approved apps during
the school day.

Parents will receive an updated
App Guide with how-to videos for parental controls. These controls will be
mandatory.

Subject-Specific Use

No iPads in selected
practical subjects
unless approved for a
restricted purpose.

Maintains tactile, physical, creative
experiences and reduces unnecessary screen exposure.

Secure Storage

Lockers installed for
Years 4-6; iPads stored
when not required.

Children in Year 4-6 will be
given lockers, locked by personal combination locks. This allows the teacher
to use these to ensures device-free breaks or to use designated storage in
their rooms.

Before and after

iPads must remain

Ensures safe transport and

school. inside bags. prevents unsupervised use during transport or while walking or waiting.
No Data for iPads iPads must be Wifi This is already a rule but
only. please ensure it is followed. Allowing data on iPads means that they can

bypass school safety protocols such as our Firewall.

Network Safeguards

Summer upgrade to
block
iMessage and other
apps; enhanced
filtering.

App and website encryptions
continually evolve and so we are upgrading our firewalls and controls over
the summer to ensure our network remains safe and secure.

Parental control apps

We will provide a
recommended
list of parental apps
that enhance parental
control over devices.

To ensure parents remain fully
informed about the latest security and control options on devices.




Implementation: The PICRAT Lens
Technology is only as powerful as the pedagogy behind it. Each digital task will be judged on two axes:

Student experience Teacher purpose
Passive - Interactive - Creative Replace —» Amplify - Transform

Our goal is to land in the quadrants of (Interactive/Creative + Amplify/Transform). If a lesson cannot reach that space, it will revert to
analogue methods. Our aim is clear: Interactive or Creative experiences that Amplify or Transform learning, never technology for its
own sake.

Partnership with Home

There will be evolving aspects to this, however for now a key partnership need is parental controls, as mentioned above. A step-by-step
video guide and help desk sessions will support you in setting restrictions both inside and outside of school hours. This will be sent as
part of the welcome pack.

Together, we can cultivate responsible, moderate, and powerful technology habits, preparing students for a world where digital fluency
enhances (rather than replaces) deep thinking, creativity, and human connection.

Consequences

If devices are misused or non-permitted devices are in school then we will securely store them until parents can collect. Repeat
incidents will result in further action in line with our ‘Behaviour Policy’. This will likely be high volume initially but will reduce drastically in
a very short space of time, providing parents consistently support this policy.

The rules will be strictly enforced so if you foresee a problem that you would like help to solve that may be caused by one of the above
rules, then rather than concealing your approach, please talk to us respectfully, so that we can consider your perspective and offer
solutions or advice.
Next Steps

1.Updated Device Handbook - Please read, process and support as this is a community initiative and will evolve one step at a time.

2. Student Workshops - During the first term, relevant classes will revisit online safety, digital etiquette and expectations.

3.Parent Workshops - During the first term, parents will be supported with workshops and sessions to help understand how to stay

ahead with restrictions and to better understand the landscape of technology.

More will follow in the ‘Welcome Back Pack'’.

Kind regards,
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Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills

Calendar Outline 2025-2026

SMT return to School for Orientation and Training 13 August 2025
HC.)DS, S‘ubject leac!ers, HOYs and Year level leaders return to School for 14 August 2025
Orientation and Training

Teachers return to School for Orientation and Training 18 August 2025
Primary School ‘Hopes & Dreams’ 25 August 2025
Secondary School new students orientation

All Year 7, 11 and 13 students orientation 25 August 2025
Lessons startfor Y1 -Year 13 students 26 August 2025

KG settlingin programme

25 - 29 August 2025

Prophet Mohammad’s birthday* (No school for students and staff)

4 September 2025

Mid-term Break

13 =17 October 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 -Year 6 (No school for PS students)

3 November 2025

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 7 — 13 (No school for S8 students)

10 November 2025

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 13 (No school for SS students)

24 November 2025

UAE National Day (No school for students and staff)

2 -3 December 2025

Winter Break 15 December 2025 - 2 January 2026
Lessons start for KG1 - Year 13 students 5 January 2026

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 11 - 13 (No school for SS students) | 6 February 2026

Ramadan begins* 18 February 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 =Year 6 (No school for PS students) 16 March 2026

Eid Al Fitr* (No school for students and staff}

19 - 20 March 2026

Spring Break

23 March - 3 April 2026

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 7 - 10 (No school for SS students)

29 April 2026

Mid-term Break

25 May 2026

Eid Al Adha* (No school for students and staff)

26 - 29 May 2026

Mid-term Break 15 June 2026
Hijri New Year* (No school for students and staff) 16 June 2026
End of Year for Students and Teachers 3 July 2026

calendar and government announcements for public holidays.

Please note that all dates are correct at the time of writing and could be subject to change owing to the lunar
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Poster edition number 28 for the academic year. Thank
you for all the entries, it’'s been amazing to see all the
action your children have been taking. Keep
encouraging your children to make a difference and
please keep sharing anything they get up to with:
nicholast@diadubai.com

Michael (4B) has done something truly amazing. He recently completed
his hair donation journey by having his hair cut and delivering it to the
Serendipity Salon, where it was placed in the donation box to support a
brave cancer patient in need. The donation met all the requirements,
and a certificate is on its way to recognise his thoughtful and generous

act. Well done, Michael! ©
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MOTHER TONGUE
AT DIA-EH

2025-2026

At DIA we offer a unigue opportunity for students to develop their mother
tonque. Learn all about our mother programme through this brochure. If you
would like to reqister your interest or Re-register for the new academic
year, please let us know by filling in the form that is linked to the
brochure.

DUBAI
INTERNATIONAL
ACADEMY
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Learn To Play an Instrument a;ta;
Dubal International

Q/
Academy
Emirates Hills

For more details and information please visit our website at the link below or to E

register, scan the QR code with your smartphone:
www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills

Registration doesnot guarantee aplaceon theinstrumental program.You will be contacted when a
space becomes available for your child. Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms E

and conditions agreed upon at registration.

call: 056 766 6527 | Emaildiaemirateshills@cmadubai.com  |visit: www.cmadubai.com


http://www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills
http://www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills
http://www.cmadubai.com/

Dear Parents,

Centre for Musical Arts is proud to continue providing instrumental music lessons to students at Dubai
International Academy - Emirates Hills. Our programme continues to grow and we are seeing great
progress from our current students. We would like to take this opportunity to invite new students to register
for a place on our instrumental programmes in school for the 2025-26 academic year. As our places are
limited and slots fill up quickly, we would encourage you to register your child as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment.

Group and Individual Lessons

Our lessons take place during the school day and run on a rotational basis. Students will come out of their

classroom lessons to attend their instrumental tuition. This rotation format ensures that students do not
miss the same lesson week after week. We understand how vital your child's school education is and for that
reason we endeavour to ensure that all students are kept on the rotation. Classroom teachers also have our
timetable and are aware of students attending instrumental lessons as well as their lesson timings and will

structure any classroom work accordingly.

CMA offers both Individual and group lessons, dependent upon instrument and student level. Group lessons
can be offered on most instruments (with the exception of piano, voice and drum kit, which need to be taught
on an individual basis). In a group there will be a maximum of 4 students per lesson. Group lessons are
subject to availability and demand, as students need to be grouped with other students of the same ability
and age group.

Group lessons are only available to beginners and after one year of learning, students will

be encouraged to move on to individual lessons.

Fees

Lessons are 30 minutes in length. Fees are Dhs 185 per individual lesson and Dhs 110 per student per group
lesson (maximum 2-4 students). All fees are chargeable by the term.

Registration

To register your child for instrumental lessons, please complete all of the details on the form which can be
found on the following link; www.cmadubai.com/en/diaemirateshills

Please read all of the information carefully, as well as our Terms and Conditions document at the end of the
registration form. Further details can be found on our website at www.cmadubai.com

Once registered, parents will receive a confirmation email and an invoice from the CMA team to proceed with
payment. Fees must be paid before lessons can commence. Please note that your booking is not confirmed
until fees have been settled and slots cannot be reserved without the settlement of fees. All lessons are
subject to availability and demand. If for any reason the chosen instrument is not available, we will contact
you as soon as possible to discuss other options.

Existing students who have already registered will receive a communication from our team if they have not
done so already.
We look forward to welcoming you to our instrumental programme.

Kind regards

Sara Ingham
Director - Schools Music Service
Centre For Musical Arts

' ! For more information call: 056 766 6527
- gr]]UILJJ{}(]]'U'I()]I}LI}L} . . . - -
Email: diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
(_[NTR[ DR MUSICAL ARTS .. . .
or visit our website www.cmadubai.com
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