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Time to go see Grandi (my dad)

Dear DIA families,
Today marks the final day of the academic year, and before everyone heads off for a well-earned summer break, | have just a few final notes.

Summer Home Learning &
Below you will find links to our optional Summer Home Learning Padlets for each year group. These are designed to keep curiosity alive,
encourage reading, and provide enjoyable activities throughout the holidays—there is absolutely no expectation to complete everything!

e KG1.: https://padlet.com/diadubai/KGlsummerhomelearning
o KG2: https://padlet.com/diadubai/KG2summerhomelearning
e Year 1: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Yearl homelearning
e Year 2: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Year2_homelearning
¢ Year 3: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Year3_homelearning
e Year 4: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Year4_homelearning
e Year 5: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Year5_homelearning
e Year 6: https://padlet.com/diadubai/Year6_homelearning

Looking Ahead... Welcome Packs &)

Before the start of the new academic year, we will send out our Welcome Packs. These contain everything you need to know for September,
including key information, important updates, curriculum overviews and recommended reading to help your child make a confident start in their
new year group.

Adventure Awaits... International Trips 3%

Our international trips have certainly proved popular! The Ski Trip has already reached full capacity, Kenya has only a handful of places
remaining, and Sri Lanka remains open for registrations. We will provide a full introduction to Sri Lanka during the early part of Term 1 before
confirming numbers.

Hopes & Dreams...
Over the summer, | encourage you to spend a few minutes thinking about your hopes and dreams for your child in the year ahead. Jotting down
a few thoughts while they are fresh will help provide a wonderful starting point to share with your child's new teacher on your first day back.

New Classes... Some New Friendships @

A reminder that class allocations are made by our teaching teams, with the Senior Leadership Team providing additional guidance throughout
the process. As a school, we are unable to accommodate parental or student requests for class placements. This ensures that class
compositions are based on the professional knowledge, observations and wider perspective of our teaching staff, who are best placed to make
these decisions. As the school is operating at full capacity, changes once classes have been published would have a significant knock-on effect
across other classes and are therefore not possible. If your child is not placed with a particular friend, we encourage you to support them
through this transition. While change can sometimes feel unsettling at first, learning to build new friendships, develop resilience and embrace
new experiences is an important life skill, particularly within an international school community such as ours.

Celebrating Excellence... Recognising Those Who Go Above and Beyond

One of my favourite moments of every year is recognising colleagues who consistently go above and beyond for our children, families and one
another. This is a tough choice indeed given the incredible staff body that we have. However, alongside Poonam and Hitesh, | had the pleasure
of surprising this year's recipients in their classrooms and workspaces.

Please join me in congratulating our 2025-2026 staff award winners:
e Mr. Jamie — Teacher of the Year Award
e Ms. Sinead — Middle Leader of the Year Award
e Ms. Arlinda — Wellbeing Award
e Ms. Riza — Support Staff Award
e Ms. Brooke — Sparkling Classroom Award
e Ms. Maha — Innovation Award
e Ms. Desi — Superhero Award

These awards celebrate not only excellence in teaching and leadership, but also kindness, creativity, innovation and the countless acts that
often happen behind the scenes. Congratulations to every recipient on this thoroughly deserved recognition, and thank you for everything you
do to make DIA such a special place to learn and work.
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BYOD... ™ Ready for September - Year 4 - Year 6

This year we removed BYOD from Year 3 and | want to thank the Year 3 team for their adaptability and flexibility as they navigated this
transition. This now ensures that the BYOD program begins alongside the specialised computing teaching that begins in Year 4. There will be no
further alterations at this time.

Please take a few moments over the summer to review the attached BYOD booklet, which outlines the minimum device specifications and
technical requirements. Fully understanding this guidance will help ensure a smooth start to the year.

DIA BYOD Programme 2026-2027.pptx.pdf

ACER ISA Reports Now Live... @&
Parents of Year 4-6 students can now access their child's ACER ISA report through the iSams Parent Portal.

Promotions...
As we look ahead to the new academic year, | am delighted to share some wonderful promotions within our Primary team.

e Firstly, | am thrilled to announce that Ms. Ashleigh has been appointed as our new Head of Year 1. Ms. Ashleigh returns to Year 1 following
her brief sabbatical in EYFS, bringing with her an even deeper understanding of the children she will lead. Her time in Early Years has given
her valuable insight into the important steps taken to prepare and transition our youngest learners into this next phase of school life, and we
are excited to see the impact of this experience in Year 1.

¢ At the other end of the school, Ms. Shona will take on the role of Head of Year 5. Having previously received accolades such as Teacher of
the Year, and with a wealth of experience across the Upper School, Ms. Shona brings immense passion, energy and talent to this next step
in her career. We are excited for the leadership and inspiration she will bring to the Year 5 team.

e Ms. Kopal will also take on a different role within Middle Leadership this year, assuming stewardship of Year 4. Ms. Kopal's long-standing
experience within the school, together with her keen eye for organisation and detail, make her an excellent addition to the Year Leader team.
We know she will bring both care, vision and clarity to this important role.

o Ms. Jessie Keogh will be taking her passion for English into leading the development of Lower School English, with a particular emphasis on
developing young writers. Jessie is an experienced Middle Leader, having previously led this area of the curriculum in her last school, and
we are excited for the expertise and enthusiasm she will bring to this key area of learning.

e Ms. Niamh is also taking up a different role within Middle Leadership as she moves into the role of Teaching and Learning Lead in the Lower
School. This next chapter brings huge excitement, as Niamh looks to empower colleagues through the development of strategies focused on
supporting our youngest learners. Her knowledge, experience and commitment to high-quality learning will be a real asset in this role.

e Ms. Debony will be taking on the role of Teaching and Learning Lead in the Upper School. With extensive experience supporting the
development of learning across a trust of schools in Scotland, a Master’s in Leading Learning, and a proven track record of excellence in the
classroom here at DIA, Ms. Debony is excellently placed to steer the focus of this department and further enhance the student experience.

e Head of Upper Science has been appointed to Ms. Chloe, an incoming member of staff. Ms. Chloe is joining Year 5 and has been an
Assistant Head of both Upper and Lower Primary in Dubai, showcasing dedication, experience and leadership impact during her interview
process. She is tremendously excited to lead Science alongside Ms. Amy (who wouldn't be?).

e Finally, Ms. Lauren will be our new Head of Performing Arts alongside her role leading on performance events. This role recognises the
immense contribution Ms. Lauren has made throughout her time at DIA, and we are excited to see her continue to shape and elevate this
important area of school life.

Finally, thank you once again for the privilege of working alongside your families this year. This includes the extraordinary kindness and support
shown to me and my family over recent weeks. It has meant more than you could possibly know.

| wish every one of you a wonderful, safe and restful summer. Make some memories and value the ordinary moments. We look forward to
welcoming you all back for another fantastic year at DIA.

Kind regards,
Tom
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Studentileadershipl2026-2027,

We are thrilled to introduce our Student Leadership Team for the next
academic year 2026-2027 at DIA-EH. These exceptional students have been
selected to represent their peers and participate in our school improvement
initiatives. They will actively engage in various projects, share student
perspectives, and help drive positive change within our community.
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Zona Bhatia Aakash Nandi Alma Zaabi Davide Altieri
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Vansh Matta Sharvi Sable  Sahir Talwalker Glulla Issa Guhan Devvsettl Julia Kasparlan Alexander Borisov Anne Van Gelder
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Isabel Frandevi ~ Adrianna Haya Radwan  Zayd El Youssef Paula Varona 74,4 Assouad Younas Rafe
Rostalska Mateo

Samar Singh  Anaya Grover Anaira Aiyappa Sanyra Sanvi Aria Srivastava Kavish Roy Om Mehta Celine Meera Menon
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Camelia Massoud Haya Muhammad Mehr Kardam 'xir";’"gi"it Evelyn Lindberg  Mishka Java  Leonardo Borgini
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Naisa Parwani Estefl,ledFreqson Mila El Youssef Mia Ouzen Ranvit Kapoor
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Alex Assouad Mishka Shah  Vittoria Piccin  Ona Artiga Coll Irene Kim

Natalia Margaritis Leonor Leyla Dimmich  Sofia Valenzuela Kaira Manucha
Schwob Noites
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. Ines Munoz Javier Leira Giulio Aadya Purohit
Otto Cavenaghi Hernanz Calvo Campagnoli ’

Pavle Trajkovic Manon Collin Marc Derouiche Efe Koc Kiaash Mofeier Zhang Mustafa Nadia Aboul
Prasanna Ege Ural Einein

Olivia Niet : : Marina .
lxlr‘:guilse 0 Adrika Bisht Nieto Anguis Arthur Lehembre Jan Carbonell Lucia Guerrero

bassadors

Omar Iskandarani Rachelle Rahji

Lev Osochenko Pelayo De Luna Tara Ayla. Chreide Leonardo Aditya Somaiga Kian Elkaaki

Ayaan Saluja  Zian Gosalia
Colino Bhatawadekar Barattieri

Kanav Viaan Shah Paolo Issa Luca Versari
Khandelwal

Agastya Verma  Noah Rahimo Egé Caner Yasmin Imam
Sacoor

Kyan Haddadin



Wellbeing

Siya Shreyas  Aarya Bishnoi  Adrian Lelah Estelle Clotilde Pierobon  Zaina Awny
Kasparian Tomasetto
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Nidhi Seshadri Chloe.Gizard Sarvani Saxena Arika Gaur Celia Bakhit
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PYP Coordinator Head of Inclusion
Ruchika Sachdev Jayda Keer

Deputy Head KG1 - Year 2 Deputy Head Year 3- 6 Deputy Head Pastoral
ruchikas@diadubai.com jaydak@diadubai.com

Head of Primary
Tom Collar Jodie Harries Stephanie Trueman Manuela Watfa
tomc@diadubai.com jodieh@diadubai.com stephaniet@diadubai.com  manuellaw@diadubai.com
IT Accounts School Catering

Primary School Office
accounts@diadubai.com hello@kalohospilality.com

pssecretary@diadubai.com helpdesk@diadubai.com
OB


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3za2GVNy34
https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link

DIA EMIRATES HILLS NEW P.E UNIFORM GFORCE

Made For Sport.

[
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We are pleased to inform you that we will be introducing a new Physical Education (PE) uniform design
starting from the academic year 2026-2027.

The new design proudly incorporates house colours, with the aim of strengthening house spirit and
fostering values such as teamwork, support, and dedication among our students. The uniform reflects the
true essence of our school motto — Dream. Inspire. Achieve.

This design has been carefully finalised after multiple iterations, drawing on valuable ideas and feedback
from our student leadership team and staff. We are confident that it represents our community well and
inspires a strong sense of belonging.

The new PE uniform will be available at Zaks from August 2026. To ensure a smooth transition, we will
allow a one-year transition period, during which students may continue to wear the current PE uniform.

All students are expected to move to the new uniform by August 2027. The new uniform will be available
at Zaks for the same cost as of the current uniform. The PE uniform is supplied by an international brand
“G Force” which is used by many schools here in Dubai. The uniform material is moisture wicking, UV
resistant and is made with performance fiber with quick dry technology.

This message serves as an early heads-up to help families plan for the new PE uniform in the coming
months.
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Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills

Calendar Outline 2026 — 2027 NE W!

SMT return to School for Orientation and Training

19 August 2026

HODs, Subject leaders, HOY 2 and Year level leaders retum to School
for Orientation and Training

20 August 2026

Teachers return to School for Orientation and Training

24 August 2026

Prophet Mohammad's birthday® (Mo school for students and staff)

25 August 2026

Primary School ‘'Hopes & Dreams’ KG1 - Year 6

31 August 2026

secondary School new students’ orientation - All Year 7, 11 and 13
students’ orientation

31 August 2026

Les=zons stan for Year 1 — Year 13 students

1 September 2026

KG1 & KG2 seitling in programme

1 - 4 September 2026

Mid-term Break

12 — 18 October 2028

Innoventures Education PD Day (Early dismissal for all students)

29 October 2026

Farent Teacher Consultations KG1 - Year & (No school for PS5 students)

3 Hovember 2026

Parent Teacher Online Consultations Year 7 — 13 (Mo school for 55
students)

10 Nowvember 2026

Farent Teacher Consultations Year 7 — 13 (No school for 55 students)

20 Nowvember 2026

LAE Mational Day* (Mo school for students and staff)

2 — 4 December 2026

Winter Break

14 December 2028 — 3 January 2027

Lessons start for KG1 - Year 13 students

4 January 2027

Innoventures Education PD Day (Early dismissal for all students)

2 February 2027

Parent Teacher Consultations Year 11 — 13 (Mo school for 55 students)

5 February 2027

Ramadan begins®

& February 2027

Eid Al Fitr* {Mo school for students and staff)

& — 12 March 2027

Innoventures Education PO Day (Early dismissal for all students) 25 March 2027
Farent Teacher Consultations KG1 — Year 6 (Mo school for PS5 studentzs) | 31 March 2027
Spring Break 5 — 8 April 2027
Farent Teacher Consultations Year 7 — 10 (No school for 55 students) 22 April 2027

Eid Al Adha* (No school for students and staff) 15 — 18 May 2027
Parent Teacher Consultations KG1 — Year 6 (No school for PS5 students) | 24 May 2027

Hijri Mew Year* (Mo school for students and staff) 6 June 2027

End of Year for Students and Teachers 2 Juby 2027

govemment announcemants for public holidays

Please note that all dates are comect at the tme of writing and could be subject to change owing to the lunar calendar and




v
AKING ACTION

Has your child been taking action out of school? Then
we want to know all about it so we can celebrate it on
;‘ our posters and displays in school...
Please email Mr Nick with any details at
nicholast@diadubai.com

> 3-'1‘@%

Evi (6G) showed wonderful compassion by donating her toys to the Al Noor
Centre, where they will either be enjoyed by the children or sold in the
centre's second-hand shop to support its incredible work. After meeting
the team and learning more about the centre, Evi was inspired to returnin
the future to volunteer and support their Winter Festival. § &)

Marco showed fantastic environmental responsibility by taking part in a
community clean-up at Flamingo Lake, Al Qudra. Together with other
volunteers, he helped collect over 200kg of litter, making a real difference to
the local environment and helping to keep this beautiful area clean for both
wildlife and visitors. s &
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CENTRE(JOR MUSICAL ARTS Sl

Emirates Hills

Registrations Now Open for Instrumental Lessons at
Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills

CMA _ DIAEH Info
Sheet.pdf

Registration does not guarantee a place on the instrumental program. You will be contacted when a space becomes available for your child.
Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms and conditions agreed upon at registration.
Call: 056 766 6527 | Email: diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com | Visit: www.cmadubai.com



mailto:diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
http://www.cmadubai.com/
mailto:diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com
http://www.cmadubai.com/
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Instrumental Lessons Academic Year 2026-27

Specialist Instrumental Teaching: CMA's team of dedicated professional music specialists provide
tuition on all instruments, as well as voice lessons, subject to demand.

Convenient Lessons: 30 minute individual or group lessons seamlessly fit into the school day.

Rotational Timetable: Lessons scheduled on a rotational basis to minimise impact on classroom
learning.

Lesson Routine: A termly lesson schedule is shared to ensure students are in a routine for learning.

Stay Connected: Teachers keep students and parents updated with regular communication via
email.

Engagement: Students become engaged and part of the fabric of the musical community of Dubai
International Academy Emirates Hills.

Registration does not guarantee a place on the instrumental program. You will be contacted when a space becomes available for your child.
Lessons take place during the school day and are subject to terms and conditions agreed upon at registration.
Call: 056 766 6527 | Email: diaemirateshills@cmadubai.com | Visit: www.cmadubai.com
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2ND HAND UNIFORM &
TEXTBOOKS

WELCOME BACK

SALE
AED) 20 /ITEM

pls bring CASH - small notes OR ONLINE PAYMENT
through school portal ONLY on THE DAYS OF SALE for
cashless purchase

Diarecycle@gmail.com
Preloved uniform contribution welcomed PADI A
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