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Head of Secondary Message

Hello All,

As we return to school, it feels strange to once again find ourselves
transitioning back online due to the current situation. Despite the
challenges and uncertainty, I want to take a moment to recognise how
incredibly well our community has adapted. I am immensely proud of
our students for their resilience, positivity, and continued commitment
to their learning, and equally proud of our staff who have worked
tirelessly to ensure continuity and high-quality provision throughout
every stage of change. I would also like to sincerely thank our parents
for their ongoing support, patience, and partnership with the school
during these unprecedented times. The strength of our community has
truly shone through.

For our Year 11 and Year 13 students, we know this is not the ending to
the academic year that many had hoped for, particularly with the
changes to examinations and the uncertainty surrounding assessments.
While they may not experience the traditional exam period and finish to
the year, we are very much looking forward to celebrating them
properly at their graduation events and giving them the send-off they
deserve as they close this important chapter of their lives.
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Key Diary Dates

Monday 11th May - 15" May
The Year 11 Post 16 Tasters
Year 11 students

Thursday 14th May
The Year 11 IDU Assessment
Year 11 students

Wednesday 20th May
The Year 11 Graduation
Year 11 students and Families 5pm PE Hall

Monday 25" May - Friday 29" May
Eid Break
School Holiday




Year 13 Farewell 2026

The Year 13 Farewell Ceremony took place on Friday, 24 April, bringing together students,
staff, parents, and members of the DIA Emirates Hills community to celebrate the graduating
Class of 2026. The event marked an important milestone for our Post-16 students as they
prepare for the next stage of their lives. Throughout the afternoon, the venue was filled with
excitement, laughter, reflection, and gratitude as students reunited with peers and teachers
who supported them over the past two years.

Throughout the event, many moments highlighted the strong sense of community that has
defined this cohort. Students recorded heartfelt speeches and appreciation messages for
their teachers, reflecting on the guidance and support received over the past two years. In
return, teachers prepared farewell videos for their classes, sharing messages of
encouragement, humour, and pride as students prepare for their next chapter beyond DIA
Emirates Hills. These exchanges created an uplifting atmosphere, reminding everyone of the
meaningful relationships formed during the Diploma and Career-related Programme journeys.

A particularly memorable moment of the afternoon was the address delivered by Head of
Year 13, Mr. Tyagi, who reflected on some of the most defining moments experienced by the
cohort over the past several years. His speech celebrated the resilience, humour,
achievements, and character shown by students throughout their Post-16 journey, while also
recognising the strong sense of unity that shaped the year group.




Year 13 Farewell 2026

Adding further warmth and humour to the event, Mr. Clearly also shared his farewell wishes
with the graduating cohort, proudly reminding students that they remain the only year group
in DIA Emirates Hills history to avoid defeat against staff members in the traditional football
match.

We would also like to extend our sincere appreciation to all students who were unable to
attend the ceremony in person, but who still took the time to record thoughtful farewell
messages for their homeroom and subject teachers. A special thank you must also go to the
Student Leadership Team for their continuous collaboration, detailed planning of the event
sequence, and outstanding support provided before, during, and after the ceremony. Finally,
we extend our deepest gratitude to all supporting staff members and PADIA representatives
whose diligent preparation, coordination, and dedication allowed the celebration to become
one of the most memorable and meaningful moments for our graduating cohort.

As our Year 13 students now approach their final examinations and prepare to embark on new
academic and professional pathways around the world, we would like to wish every member
of the graduating Class of 2026 the very best for the future. We are immensely proud of
everything this cohort has achieved and grateful for the positive impact they have made

within our school community.
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TALIA AWAIDA

Y 9

BTEC
STUDENTS OF
THE MONTH

BENEDEK P

Talia has earned recognition for the
positive attitude and resilience she
displayed during distance learning.
At a time when staying motivated
was not always easy, Talia has
remained fully committed to her
studies and continued to approach
her learning with enthusiasm and
purpose. She engaged actively in
lessons, met deadlines, and showed
a clear willingness to develop
through feedback. Her effort,
responsibility, and commitment
make her a strong role model within
the BTEC Business cohort.

MOLNAR SZABO

Benedek has been selected as one of our
BTEC Business April Students of the
Month in recognition of his excellent
engagement during distance learning.
Throughout this period, Benedek showed
real consistency and maturity, attending
every lesson and ensuring that all
required work was completed and
submitted on time. He also made strong
use of feedback, taking the initiative to
ask questions and improve the quality of
his work. His reliability, focus, and
determination reflect the habits of a
successful BTEC Business student.






Celebrated Autism AWEtism Awareness
Day 14 April

Celebrating Differences,
Promoting Inclusion

& Movie & Reflection Time
Students watched short films exploring autism
and neurodiversity.

Wear Blue with Purpose
Students and staff wore blue to show solidarity
and acceptance.
“2 Learning Through Discussion
Students reflected on strengths, inclusion, and
different ways of thinking.
.. Creative Expression
Students created posters, videos, and written
reflections.

Students came together to celebrate
acceptance, empathy, and
neurodiversity.

More than awareness—celebrating different ways of
thinking



Student Reflections & Key Takeaways

Inclusion begins with understanding



. WELCOME
RETURN BACK

After five weeks of online learning and two weeks of holidays, it
was truly wonderful to see our students back in the school
building once again.

The excitement was infectious bright smiles, loud laughter, and
the constant buzz of conversation reminded us just how alive a
school becomes when it is filled with students again. From the
moment students stepped through the gates, our campus was
once again full of energy, learning, and joy.

Whether arriving by bus, reconnecting with friends, or returning
to classrooms and corridors filled with conversation and
curiosity, there was one shared feeling across the school
community: happiness to be back together.

The heart of DIA came alive once
again as students returned to campus.

DOORS OPEN.
CLASSROOMS BUZZING.

SMILES EVERYWHERE.
IT'S SO GTO BE BACK.




We are absolutely delighted
to welcome our students
back where they belong, and
we look forward to all the
moments of growth,
connection, achievement,
and discovery ahead.

Here's to a fantastic term
three filled with learning,
friendship, and unforgettable
memories.
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Sub)ect specific tips
Mathematics

Practise solving a variety of problems step-by-step and focus
on understanding the method, not just memorising answers.

(o

Individuals & Societies

Revise key concepts, case studies, and command terms (e.g.,
explain, analyse, evaluate) and practise writing structured
responses using evidence.

Focus on understanding scientific processes, key terminology, and
how to apply concepts to real-world scenarios and data analysis

Languages

Read regularly in the target language, revise vocabulary in context,
and practise writing and speaking using accurate grammar and
Wed sentence structures. )

Sciences

Wellness tips to follow during exams

Maintain a healthy routine by getting enough sleep, eating balanced meals,
staying hydrated, and taking short movement breaks between study sessions.

Manage stress positively by using relaxation strategies such as deep breathing, mindfulness,
exercise, or talking to a trusted adult, teacher, or friend when feeling overwhelmed.
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On the 8th and 9th of April, some of our Year 11 and 12 students took
part in the Teen-to-Teen Mental Health First Aid training
programme, delivered online in conjunction with Lighthouse Arabia.

Throughout the sessions, students were engaged, reflective, and
actively involved in meaningful discussions, demonstrating maturity,
empathy, and a real commitment to supporting others.

@ Congratulations to our newly trained Mental Health First
Aiders!

A special thank you to Daniela and the team at Lighthouse Arabia for their
time, flexibility, and for delivering such an impactful and inspiring
programme. We may have missed being face-to-face, but the online

sessions were just brilliant!




School Principal
Hitesh Bhagat
hiteshb@diadubai.com

Secondary School Senior Leadership

Head of Secondary Deputy Head Years 7 - 11 Deputy Head Years 12 -13 Deputy Head Pastoral
Michelle Puxty Jonathon Dunn Nemanja Dordevic Colin Leacy
michellep@diadubai.com jonathond@diadubai.com nemanjad@diadubai.com colinl@diadubai.com
Assistant Head Years 7-11 Assistant Head Years 12-13  Pastoral Coordinator Years 7-9 Pastoral Coordinator Years 10-13
Ruba Jeshi Gerhard Van Der Wal Amy Dowling Stephen Cleary
rubaj@diadubai.com gerhardv@diadubai.com amyd@diadubai.com stephenc@diadubai.com
MYP Coordinator DP Coordinator CP Coordinator Director of Sports
Mahua Paul Mona Khreis . John Aboaja Mihail Kouzev
mahuap@diadubai.com monak@diadubai.com johna@diadubai.com mihailk@diadubai.com

Heads of Year

HoY 7 HoY 9 HoY 11 HoY 13
Alicen Inker Paul McCabe Jamie O'Sullivan Naveen Tyagi
aliceni@diadubai.com paulc@diadubai.com Jamieo@diadubai.com naveent@diadubai.com
HoY 8 HoY 10 HoY 12
Katy Dolan Donna Campbell Andrew Hanlon
katyd@diadubai.com donnac@diadubai.com andrewh@diadubai.com

Heads of Department

Arabic A Arabic B Islamic English MYP English DP
Reda Al Ashmawey Mohamed Nasr Waleed Ahmed Renda Kayali Nagina Chaudhry
redaa@diadubai.com mohamedn@diadubai.com waleeda@diadubai.com rendak@diadubai.com naginac@diadubai.com
Maths MYP Maths DP Science MYP Science DP Humanities MYP
Katherine Beswick Rohanna Hymers Liam Cronin Barbara Timlin Laura Cunniffe

katherineb@diadubai.com rohannah@diadubai.com liamc@diadubai.comm barbarat@diadubai.com laurac@diadubai.com

Humanities DP Language B MYP Language B DP Design MYP RD.GSI.gz bp
Reena Tikku Blanca Gonzales Yolaine Siko Somya Jajor djani Anoop
reenat@diadubai.com blancag@diadubai.com yolaines@diadubai.com somyaj@diadubai.com faryala@diadubai.com

Performing Arts Visual Arts Media PHE
Jill Martin Zeinab Koaik Seon Lewis Fiona Turnbull
jillm@diadubai.com zeinabk@diadubai.com  seonl@diadubai.com fionat@diadubai.com

Important Contacts

College Counsellor 12-13 College Counsellor 7-11 Head of Inclusion Secondary Secretary
Rachana Sippy Stewart Pinkerton Pashu Bhattacharya Chimone Bailie
rachanas@diadubai.com stewartp@diadubai.com pashub@diadubai.com chimoneb@diadubai.com

IT Support Accounts Department Personal Project Coordinator Attendance Officer
helpdesk@diadubai,com accounts@diadubai_com Nlthya Sankaran EVelyn Pakatan

nithyas@diadubai.com evelynp@diadubai.com
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