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Head of Secondary Message

Hello All,

A very warm welcome to all our new parents joining our
community this year, and a heartfelt welcome back to our
returning families. We are delighted to have you with us as we
begin another exciting school year together. The start of term
has been filled with energy and enthusiasm, and the school has
quickly become a hive of activity as students settle into their
routines and reconnect with friends.

This week also saw the first meeting of our new Student and
Friendship Ambassadors, who will play an important role in
supporting their peers and fostering an inclusive and supportive
environment across the school. We are very proud of these
students for stepping into their leadership roles and look forward
to the positive impact they will have on our community.
Looking ahead, our Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) and sports
programmes are about to begin, offering a wide range of
opportunities for students to explore their passions and develop
new skills beyond the classroom. With such a positive start and
so many enriching activities on the horizon, we are confident
that this year will be a successful and memorable one for
students, staff, and families alike.
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Key Diary Dates

Monday 8th September
The CCAs Start

Tuesday 9th September
Year 8 & 9 Parent information Session
7:45 am in Canteen Extension

Wednesday 10th September
Year 10 Parent information Session
7:45 am in Canteen Extension

Wednesday 10th September
Year 13 Parent information Session
5:30 pm in Canteen Extension

Thursday 11th September
Year 11 Parent information Session
7:45 am in Canteen Extension

Friday 12th September
New Parent PADIA & information Session
7:45 am in Canteen Extension




Deputy Head of

Academics
Post-16

Dear DIA Community,

[ am delighted to step into the role of Deputy Head of Academics for
Post-16 Pathways. Many of you may already know me from my time
as Assistant Head of Academics across Years 7-11 last year. That
experience gave me a deep appreciation of our students’ journey
through the middle years and has prepared me to support a smooth
and meaningful continuum into Years 12 and 13.

With a background in Chemistry (PhD, Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore) and Teaching (PGCE, British University in
Dubai), my true passion lies in helping students connect rigorous
academics with real-life skills. At DIA, I will be focusing on
supporting the IB Diploma and Careers-related Programmes, college
counseling, and academic tracking, while also leading initiatives that
encourage innovation and drive student growth.

Outside of school, I enjoy running and football, which both remind
me of the importance of perseverance, teamwork, and balance. I
look forward to building on our successes together and connecting
with many of you throughout the year.

Sincerely,

@4&




CP Coordinator

I am delighted to introduce myself as the new International
Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP) Coordinator at DIA
Emirates Hills.

Before this role, I was Head of Year for six years and had the honour of
seeing my year group graduate in June. I continue to teach MYP
Mathematics and DP Mathematics and have extensive experience
planning and delivering IB curricula.

The IBCP is a relatively new programme, which combines academic rigor
with career-related learning, equipping students with both transferable
skills and subject-specific expertise, while fostering responsible,
engaged, and internationally minded learners. It is experiencing rapid
growth as universities and employers begin to recognise it's strengths
and varied opportunities.

As IBCP Coordinator, I will support teachers in delivering an integrated
and challenging curriculum; overseeing the Reflective Project, the core
components of the programme, and BTEC Business, our career-related
study. Furthermore, it is my goal to significantly expand the number of
career-related studies on offer at DIA Emirates Hills, enabling our
students to craft truly unique pathways aligned with their future careers.

I am excited to continue guiding students in this new role and look
forward to partnering with you all to create, promote and deliver a world
class education to all of our students.




MYP Coordinator

Hello All,

[ am delighted to introduce myself as the new Middle Years Programme
(MYP) Coordinator at Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills. My
name is Mahua Paul, and I look forward to partnering with you to
support our students’ growth and success.

Before this role, I served as Head of Department for Individuals and
Societies (I&S). Currently I teach DP Global Politics, and have taught
MYP and DP Geography, and TOK.

The MYP (Years 7-9) develops active, internationally minded learners
through an inquiry-based, concept-driven approach, fostering critical
thinking, communication, collaboration, and responsible action.

As Coordinator, I will support teachers in delivering a rigorous,
engaging curriculum; oversee assessments, interdisciplinary learning,
and projects; and communicate key updates with families. Expect
regular updates via email, newsletters, and ManageBac, along with
scheduled MYP information sessions.

[ look forward to meeting you and working together to ensure a
positive and enriching MYP experience for every student. Thank you
for your support and partnership.

Mabua Paul
MYP Coordinator




Head of Inclusion
Secondary

Greetings Everyone,

I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Head of Inclusion - Secondary at
Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills. My name is Dr. Pashu
Bhattacharya, and I bring with me over 17 years of experience working with
students with diverse needs. Before joining DIA, I served as Head of Inclusion at
another IB school.

I believe in the philosophy of Kaizen—the power of incremental progress—and [
am inspired by the words of George Dei: “Inclusion is not bringing people into
what already exists; it is making a new space, a better space, for everyone.”

Inclusion, to me, goes far beyond classrooms or academics; it is about building a
community where every student feels seen, valued, and empowered to shine in
their own way. My vision is to make inclusion a natural part of our everyday
school life. Whether it’s celebrating different learning styles or nurturing a
culture of kindness and collaboration, we will work together to ensure that no
one is left behind.

I look forward to working alongside students, parents, and teachers to support
every learner in achieving their goals and thriving on their journey.

Pashu Bﬂattaoﬂa/zya
Flead o{ WInclusion




Pastoral Coordinators

I'm delighted to introduce myself as the
Pastoral Coordinator for Years 7-9, and a new
member of SMT. As part of my role, I'm
excited to work even more closely with our
amazing students, particularly through the
House Team, Friendship Ambassadors, and
Student Council. Their proactivity and
positivity are infectious, and I look forward to
supporting their initiatives. For those who
may not know me, I'm a proud Irish woman
living in the UAE for the past five years. This
is my fourth year at DIA, where I have worn
many hats; Humanities teacher, HOY,
Volleyball Coach, and an occasional extended
member of the PE department.

Looking forward to the year ahead connecting
with students, parents and staff as we
celebrate and support the many wonderful
events that make our school community so
special!

Mr. Stephen
Cleary

Pastoral Coordinator, ¥r 10 - 13
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Ms. Am
Maria Ifnwling

Pastoral Coordinator, Y 7 -9
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My name is Stephen Cleary, and I am
excited to be stepping into the role of
Pastoral Coordinator for Years 10-13.
Originally from Ireland, I have been
living in the UAE since 2016 and have
been part of the DIA community as a
Mathematics teacher since 2019. For
the past four years, I have had the
privilege of serving as a Head of Year,
supporting students through key
stages of their school journey. I am
passionate about fostering a
supportive and balanced environment
where every student can thrive both
academically and personally, and I look
forward to continuing this work in my
new role.




Eva Chacra
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The start of a new academic year is always
an exciting time, and last week our campus
was filled with energy and enthusiasm as
students returned after the summer break!
From the very first moments of the day, it
was wonderful to see smiling faces, eager
conversations, and a real sense of
anticipation for the year ahead.

Our Prefect and Head teams played a vital
role in ensuring a smooth transition for our
new students, particularly those in Year 7.
They were on hand at key points around the
school to guide, support, and reassure,
helping our newest members quickly feel at
home in their new environment. Their
leadership and kindness set an excellent
example of our school values in action.

Throughout the day, HOYs and SMT hosted
assemblies across year groups, not only
welcoming students back, but outlining the
exciting opportunities, expectations, and goals
that will shape the year.

As lessons began, it was clear that students
were eager to re-engage with their learning,
ready to challenge themselves, and motivated
to make the most of every opportunity. With
such a positive and purposeful start, we are
confident that this year will be one filled with
achievement, growth, and memorable
experiences for all.




Uean 133 Last Fist Day

Year 13 marked their “last first day” with a
burst of colour and creativity, leaving their
legacy on the cafeteria extension. With
laughter, smiles, and plenty of paint, they each
added their handprint to the wall — a symbol
of unity, friendship, and the journey they have
shared together. Even some of our teachers
joined in the fun, making the display an even
more joyful reminder of the strong bonds
within our school community.




Year 12 Parent
Information Evening

On Tuesday, September 2, we welcomed a record number of parents and
students for our Year 12 Parent Information Session. The impressive turnout
reflected the strong partnership between our school and families as we
begin an important new academic journey together.

The evening began with an inspiring
opening address by Ms. Puxty, Head of
Secondary, who emphasized the
importance of collaboration between
parents, students, and staff in ensuring
success during the final years of
secondary school. Her words set the tone
for a session that was both informative
and forward-looking. l

Throughout the evening, members of the
Senior Leadership Team guided parents
through key aspects of the post-16
' pathways available at DIA. Presentations
highlighted the Diploma Programme (DP)
and the Career-related Programme (CP),
outlining their structures, unique
opportunities, and the types of learners
who thrive in each. The discussions also
covered academic and pastoral
expectations, reinforcing the importance
of balance, resilience, and well-being as
students navigate the demands of Years 12
and 13.




Year 12 Parent
Information Evening

Parents were also updated on
essential school policies, the
support systems in place for
both academic progress and
personal development, and
the role of the college
counseling team in preparing
students for their university
applications. Key dates for
the academic year were
shared to help families plan
ahead and stay fully engaged
in their children’s learning
journey.

The atmosphere in the hall was one of
enthusiasm and commitment, with many
parents expressing their appreciation for
the clarity of information and the openness
of the dialogue. The strong attendance and
positive engagement underscored the
shared commitment of parents, students,
and staff to ensuring that our Year 12
learners are well-supported as they embark
on this critical stage of their education.

We extend our sincere thanks to all who attended and contributed to making
this session such a success. With the year now well underway, we look forward
to continued collaboration as we guide our students toward academic
excellence, personal growth, and exciting opportunities beyond DIA.




EXAM Dates

Middle Years

Programme " YEAR 11

B

MOCK Exams:

LB Final onscreen exams :

5" -9™ January A

April walking talking Exams: 30™ -3 April

4™ 15" May

Diploma
Programme

" YEAR 12 @

Diploma

Programme " YEAR 13

Final exams : 2" Jun -12" Jun

Please check Managebac for
updates

(. th )
MOCK Exams: 24™ Nov - 5™ Dec

- J

N\ th o)
MOCK Exams: 24™ Nov - 9™ Jan
Final exams : 27™ Apr - 20" May

Please check Managebac for
updates

- J




Student initiative -

.
Interactive

School Website >>»

One place. Real-time updates. Maximum benefit.

# WHY CLICK?

« [ New to DIA? Find your way with the
Interactive School Map & room updates.

« [8 Looking for opportunities? Explore
clubs, events, and voluntary initiatives
to get involved.

* @ Need quick access? Use the Digital ethe i 15 noagating ool with
Backpack for apps, forms & resources g

— all in ohe spot.
« @ Want to make an impact? Discover

DIA Cares initiatives and join in.
» ¥ Seeking advice? Learn tips from
teachers & senior students.
¥ For everyone — students, staff, and parents.

¥ Real-time updates so you never miss out.
8 Designed by students, for students.
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HiLLs
Settling into the New School Year

A new academic year brings fresh opportunities, new challenges, and the
excitement of reconnecting with friends and teachers. For some students, it may
also mean adjusting to a new school, routine, or environment. With the right
habits and support at home and school, students can approach the year with
confidence and thrive both academically and personally.

Build Healthy Routines
Strong daily habits set the tone for success. Teenagers need 8-10 hours of sleep
each night, and a screen-free wind-down before bed supports better rest and
focus. Regular exercise—whether through sports, PE, or simple outdoor activity—
boosts resilience and learning. A consistent study routine at home, paired with
clear boundaries around technology use, helps students stay organised while
maintaining balance.

Get Involved in School Life
Joining in beyond the classroom is a key step to feeling connected. Sports teams,
CCAs, and service opportunities encourage students to explore passions, develop
teamwork, and build leadership. For new students, these activities are also the
quickest way to make friends and feel part of the DIA community.

Set Personal Goals
At the start of term, it helps to identify a few clear goals. These may be academic,
like improving organisation or focusing on a challenging subject, or personal, such
as building confidence in public speaking or trying a new activity. Parents can
support by encouraging reflection on effort and growth, not only outcomes.

Prioritise Wellbeing and Friendships
A healthy balance of study, rest, exercise, and social time is vital. Encourage
outdoor activities, family meals, and opportunities to connect with friends. For
those new to DIA, small steps—introducing themselves, joining group activities, or
showing kindness—can quickly lead to meaningful friendships and a sense of
belonging.



 COFFEE MORNING

Friday 12.September, Canteen Extension



School Principal Secondary
Hitesh Bhagat

hiteshb@diadubai.com Communications

Secondary School Senior Leadership

Head of Secondary Deputy Head Years 7 - 11 Deputy Head Years 12 -13 Deputy Head Pastoral
Michelle Puxty Jonathon Dunn Nemanja Dordevic Colin Leacy
michellep@diadubai.com jonathond@diadubai.com nemanjad@diadubai.com colinl@diadubai.com
Assistant Head Years 7-11 Assistant Head Years 12-13  Pastoral Coordinator Years 7-9 Pastoral Coordinator Years 10-13
Ruba Jeshi Gerhard Van Der Wal Amy Dowling Stephen Cleary
rubaj@diadubai.com gerhardv@diadubai.com amyd@diadubai.com stephenc@diadubai.com
MYP Coordinator DP Coordinator CP Coordinator Director of Sports
Mahua Paul Mona Khreis . John Aboaja Mihail Kouzev
mahuap@diadubai.com monak@diadubai.com johna@diadubai.com mihailk@diadubai.com

Heads of Year

HoY 7 HoY 9 HoY 11 HoY 13
Alicen Inker Paul McCabe Jamie O'Sullivan Naveen Tyagi
aliceni@diadubai.com paulc@diadubai.com Jamieo@diadubai.com naveent@diadubai.com
HoY 8 HoY 10 HoY 12
Katy Dolan Donna Campbell Andrew Hanlon
katyd@diadubai.com donnac@diadubai.com andrewh@diadubai.com

Heads of Department

Arabic A Arabic B Islamic English MYP English DP
Reda Al Ashmawey Mohamed Nasr Waleed Ahmed Renda Kayali Nagina Chaudhry
redaa@diadubai.com mohamedn@diadubai.com waleeda@diadubai.com rendak@diadubai.com naginac@diadubai.com
Maths MYP Maths DP Science MYP Science DP Humanities MYP
Katherine Beswick Rohanna Hymers Liam Cronin Barbara Timlin Laura Cunniffe

katherineb@diadubai.com rohannah@diadubai.com liamc@diadubai.comm barbarat@diadubai.com laurac@diadubai.com

Humanities DP Language B MYP Language B DP Design MYP RD.eSI.gE bp
Reena Tikku Blanca Gonzales Yolaine Siko Somya Jajor ajant ANoop
reenat@diadubai.com blancag@diadubai.com yolaines@diadubai.com somyaj@diadubai.com faryala@diadubai.com
Performing Arts Visual Arts Media PHE
Jill Martin Zeinab Koaik Seon Lewis Fiona Turnbull
jillm@diadubai.com zeinabk@diadubai.com  seonl@diadubai.com fionat@diadubai.com
Important Contacts
College Counsellor 12-13 College Counsellor 7-11 Head of Inclusion Secondary Secretary
Rachana Sippy Stewart Pinkerton Pashu Bhattacharya Chimone Bailie
rachanas@diadubai.com stewartp@diadubai.com pashub@diadubai.com chimoneb@diadubai.com
IT Support Accounts Department Personal Project Coordinator Attendance Officer
helpdesk@diadubai.com accounts@diadubai.com Nithya Sankaran Evelyn Pakatan

nithyas@diadubai.com evelynp@diadubai.com
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Dream - Inspire - Achieve



