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Head of Secondary Message

Hello All,

We are delighted to welcome the newly elected PADIA leadership
team, who will be working closely with us this year to support
our vibrant school community. Our Co-Curricular Activities
(CCAs) are also well underway, offering students a wide variety of
opportunities to pursue their passions and develop new skills.
The year is now in full swing, with many of our older students
beginning class assessments, and we are proud of the focus and
determination they are showing.

To help parents stay connected and supported, we have included
a “Who to Go To” page at the end of this newsletter, making it
easier for you to reach the right person quickly. In addition, there
are several upcoming opportunities to join our Careers
Counselling team and Inclusion team for coffee mornings. These
sessions are a great way to hear about the support available for
your child and to connect with other parents. We also kindly
remind all students who cycle to school to wear a helmet for
safety and to stay off main roads, using footpaths wherever
possible.
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Key Diary Dates

Monday 22" - Thursday 25" September
Parent Focus Groups
Please see page of newsletter for more details

Monday 29" September
Inclusion Coffee morning
All parents welcome - see page in newsletter

Tuesday 30th September
Career Path Coffee morning Yr 9 - 10
See page in newsletter for more details

Wednesday 1st October
Study in the UK & Europe Parent Coffee morning
See page in newsletter for more details




Hi, My name is Matilda Jeries Gradnitzer
and I'm a proud mom of two, Erika, who is
currently in Year 12, and Mario, who just
graduated and has headed off to New York
for university. I've been part of this school
community for the past 15 years, and it's
been such an important part of our family’s
journey.

This year, I'm happy to be the Chair for
PADIA, and I'm really looking forward to
bringing the community together and
making sure everyone feels involved.
Please feel free to reach out if you have
new ideas, want to get involved, or need
any support. I'd love to hear from you!

PADIA CHAIR

Marlene van den Berge and her
family have been living in Dubai for
a yeadr and are happily embracing
life at DIA Emirates Hills. Her three
children, in Years 7, 9, and 10, have
settled in well, and together the
family enjoys exploring Dubai, the
wider Arabian world, and Asia.
Professionally, Marlene works in the
wellness sector as a nutritional
consultant and yoga teacher.

SECONDARY LEAD



Hi, my name is Pooja Chopra and
I'm the event coordinator this year. |
have 1son inyr11 and my older son
graduated this year. Both my boys
joined DIA in KG1.

| have been working with Padia
since the very beginning and taken
on a variety of roles within the
school and truly enjoy contributing
to building a strong sense of
community.

EVENTS

My name is Richa Bansal, and | am delighted
to serve as the PADIA Events Head at DIA EH for
2025-2026 term. | have been part of the DIA
community since 2020, with my daughter
currently in Year 9 and my son in Year 3.
Beyond my role as a parent, | am deeply
passionate about sustainability and
empowering the next generation to become
environmental ambassadors. | run Ecobee.ae,
a sustainable solutions company that
provides eco-friendly packaging and other
eco products to corporates, and | also conduct
awareness workshops in schools through my
work as Youth Chair of the Eco Rotary Club. EVENTS
These initiatives reflect my strong belief in

weaving sustainable practices into everyday

life, and | am excited to bring this same ethos

of purpose and collaboration into our events

at DIA.




JOIN US FOR A SESSION
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Dr. Marina Hakimian
Clinical & counselling Psychologist

Neuropedia

Day & Date : Monday, 29 th SEPTEMBER
_ @ TIME : 7:30 -8:30 AM
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CAREERPATH | *
FOR YOUNG TEENS

Come discuss with our Counsellors how to

support your young teen in career exploration,
uncovering interests, and ‘tying’ it all into a
strong IB-MYP & DP/CP pathway.

(O TIME: 7:45 - 9:00AM
DATE: TUES 30 SEPT 2025
Q@ LOCATION: CANTEEN EXT
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Last Friday, our new House Team proudly ot Yeor s Hagse Powts Court
launched their very first event of the year
with our enthusiastic Year 10 students.
The Canteen Extension and outdoor courts
were buzzing with energy as students and
teachers came together for a fun-filled
afternoon of Volleyball, Dodgeball,
Quizzes, Just Dance, and even Musical
Chairs! It wasn't just about the games, but
building spirit, teamwork, and belonging.
With Ms. Campbell and the Year 10
Homeroom teachers joining in, the event
quickly turned into a celebration of
collaboration, competition, and House
pride. After all the action, the competition
was fierce, but there could only be one
overall winner... and this time, Earth House
triumphed!
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Spirit Spirit
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Welcome to the new
House Team Members
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A special thank you goes to our dedicated House Team members, who not
only organised the event but also took time during the day to visit Years 7-9
Homerooms, encouraging younger students to get involved in House life. Their
commitment and leadership made this first event such a memorable success.
House Spirit Kicks Off! With students and teachers joining in to raise points

and school spirit, Earth House emerged as the overall winners. A fantastic

start to an exciting year of House competitions!
Meet the House Team below. Our new Secondary School House Team are full
of energy and ready to lead the school in a year of competitions, spirit, and
teamwork. They are already proving themselves as fantastic role models for
their peers!



Hello, I'm

I've been appointed as the Care and
Guidance Officer for our DP students at
Dubai International Academy. Having been
with the school since 2007, my role is to
support the emotional, social, and
academic well-being of students in Years
12 and 13, ensuring they thrive both in and
out of the classroom.
| believe that a strong partnership
between home and school is key to a
student's success.

Please feel free to contact me via email or
use the QR code below to book an
appointment.

Looking forward to a great year ahead!
Warm regards,

Asha Kumar

To Book an Appointment:

Contact E-mail: Ashas@diadubai.com
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Year 12 Study Skills Session

Today, Mr. Hanlon and members of our student leadership team led
an engaging and inspiring study skills workshop for our Year 12
students.

Nour, Aleks, Esha, Sanika, Aanya, Bhakti, Hafid, and Kane each
shared valuable advice with their peers on areas such as tackling
new concepts, effective note-taking, managing time, and using Al

tools to support learning. They also offered guidance on preparing
for assessments and staying calm and focused during exams.

It was fantastic to see our students leading the way in supporting
one another. This marks the beginning of an ongoing focus from
both the pastoral and academic teams to help Year 12's build strong
habits and feel confident as they settle into Post-16 life.




Dear Students, Dear Parents, Dear DIA Community,

We are now two weeks into our Sports and Co-Curricular Programmes,
and it is encouraging to see our fields active and full of energy. Our young
athletes are striving not only to achieve their personal best, but also to be
part of an inclusive and supportive sports culture that brings our whole
community together.

Our aim is that every student, whatever their level, has the
chance to take part, learn, and grow. Sport is not only
about competition - it is about developing resilience,
teamwork, and character, while laying the foundations for
lifelong healthy habits. The commitment shown each
morning - often as early as 6:00am - is a reminder of the
strength of our community and the value we place on
health and well-being for the long term.

You can follow our teams’ progress on the official sports
portal: www.diadubaisport.com where fixtures, results, and
upcoming events are updated regularly. Over the weekend
we have the first invitational pre-season DASSA Basketball
for U19 Boys and next week, the season continues with
the Innoventures Education Basketball Championship,
where our U16 and U19 Boys’ and Girls’ teams will
represent DIA.

For those who use social media and wish to stay
connected, you can also find updates and action shots
here:

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/diadubaisport
Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/diadubaisport

X: https:/x.com/DIA_Sports

Thank you for being part of this journey and for supporting
the inclusive sports culture we are building together.

Be active, stay healthy, and see you at school.

Yours in Sport, Mr Mihail

Mihail Kouzev

Director of Sport, Physical and Health Education and
Co-Curricular Activities

#PassionForSport #DIADubaiSport


http://www.diadubaisport.com/
https://www.instagram.com/diadubaisport
https://www.facebook.com/diadubaisport
https://x.com/DIA_Sports
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WE WANT YOUR
FEEDBACK
DuBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
v Emirates Hills
DIA Secondary School
Parent Focus Groups
Year .
Date Time Venue
Group
nd
7 Monday 22 7.45 - 8:45am Presentation Hall
September
Tuesday
8&9 23rd 7.45 - 8:45am Presentation Hall
September
Wednesday
10 & 11 24" 7.45 - 8:45am Presentation Hall
September
Thursday
12 & 13 25 7.45 - 8:45am | Presentation Hall
September

All information and sign up links have been shared via email
earlier in this week - we would love to see as many parents as
possible join so we can hear your feedback to shape our future
decision making!




Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 7 communication. busainternarionas Academy

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

Emirates Hills

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.
The Middle Years Programme.

Lack of detail/clarity regarding
a school event.

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions,
including standardised tests.

University / Careers
Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Transition from Year 6 - Year 7
IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Alicen Inker

Mahua Paul

Alicen Inker

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Ruba Jeshi

Stewart Pinkerton

Alicen Inker

Alicen Inker

IT Support

Clotilde Vallée El Tajoury - Y7
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

aliceni@diadubai.com

mahuap@diadubai.com

aliceni@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com

stewartp@diadubai.com

aliceni@diadubai.com

aliceni@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres

DuBal INTERMNATIONAL ACADEMY



Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 8 communication. pusinternaronas Acavemy

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

Emirates Hills

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.

The Middle Years Programme.

Lack of detail/clarity regarding
a school event.

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions,
including standardized tests.

University / Careers
Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Transition from Year 7 - Year 8

IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Katy Dolan

Mahua Paul

Katy Dolan

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Ruba Jeshi

Stewart Pinkerton

Katy Dolan

Katy Dolan

IT Support

Maria Kuzeva - Y8
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

katyd@diadubai.com

mahuap@diadubai.com
katyd@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com

stewartp@diadubai.com

katyd@diadubai.com

katyd@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres
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Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 9 communication. busanternarionas Academy

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

Emirates Hills

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.

The Middle Years Programme.

Year 10 Subject Options

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions,
including standardized tests.

University / Careers
Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Future transition into Year 10
IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Paul McCabe

Ruba Jeshi

Ruba Jeshi

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Ruba Jeshi

Stewart Pinkerton

Paul McCabe

Paul McCabe
IT Support

Meghna Khan - Y9
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

paulc@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com
rubaj@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com

stewartp@diadubai.com
paulc@diadubai.com

paulc@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres
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Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 10 communication.pus nternariona Acavemy

Emirates Hills

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.

The Middle Years Programme.

University / Careers
Counselling.

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions,
including eAssessment

Lack of detail/clarity regarding
a school event.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Future transition into Year 11
IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Donna Campbell

Ruba Jeshi

Stewart Pinkerton

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Ruba Jeshi

Donna Campbell

Donna Campbell

Donna Campbell
IT Support

Qiaosui Wu (Serena) - Y10

Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

donnac@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com
stewartp@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com

donnac@diadubai.com
donnac@diadubai.com

donnac@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres
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Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 11 communication. "= "= 50 AR

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.
The Diploma Programme.

The Career-related
Programme / BTEC.

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha.

Assessment questions,
including eAssessment.

University / Careers
Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Subject Options.

IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

DuBal INTERMNATIONAL ACADEMY

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Jamie O'Sullivan

Nemanja Dordevic

John Aboaja

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Ruba Jeshi

Stewart Pinkerton

Jamie O'Sullivan

Jonathon Dunn

IT Support

Heminder Phoolka Kochar - Year 11
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

jamieo@diadubai.com

nemanja@diadubai.com
johna@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

rubaj@diadubai.com
stewartp@diadubai.com
jamieo@diadubai.com

jonathond@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres




Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 12 communication. puss internationaL Acapemy

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

Emirates Hills

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.

The Diploma Programme.

The Career-related
Programme / BTEC.

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions, either
internal or IB.

University Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Aim High Programme

IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Andrew Hanlon

Mona Khreis

John Aboaja

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Mona Khreis

Rachana Sippy

Andrew Hanlon

Nemanja Dordevic

IT Support

Shweta Agarwal - Year 12
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

andrewh@diadubai.com

monak@diadubai.com
johna@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

monak@diadubai.com
rachanas@diadubai.com
andrewh@diadubai.com

nemanjad@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres
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Who should | contact?

A guide to help streamline Year 13 communication.

REASON TO CONTACT

STAFF NAME / TITLE

DuBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
Emirates Hills

EMAIL

Absence, late, or leave early.

Bus transportation, travel,
canteen/meals. or facilities.

PHE, competitive sport, CCAs,
or an after-school club.

School uniform concerns.
The Diploma Programme.

The Career-related
Programme / BTEC

| want to contact a teacher of
a specific subject.

Inclusion / EAL / Alpha

Assessment questions, either
internal or IB.

University Counselling.

My child's physical, social, or
emotional wellbeing.

Aim High Programme

IT issues.

DIA Parent Association

Urgent/serious concerns

LS T
I A

DuBal INTERMNATIONAL ACADEMY

Evelyn Pakatan

Jayya Mainni

Mihail Kouzev

Naveen Tyagi

Mona Khreis

John Aboaja

Identify your child's subject
teacher on his/her timetable.

Pashu Bhattacharya

Mona Khreis

Rachana Sippy

Naveen Tyagi

Nemanja Dordevic

IT Support

Nina Chams - Y13
Marlene Van Antwerpen - Secondary Lead

Michelle Puxty

evelynp@diadubai.com

csr.diaeh@arabfalcondubai.ae

mihailk@diadubai.com

naveent@diadubai.com

monak@diadubai.com
johna@diadubai.com

first name + first letter of
surname @diadubai.com

pashub@diadubai.com

monak@diadubai.com

rachanas@diadubai.com
naveent@diadubai.com

nemanjad@diadubai.com

helpdesk@diadubai.com

padiadubai@gmail.com

michellep@diadubai.com

iINNOvVeENTtUres




School Principal Secondary
Hitesh Bhagat

hiteshb@diadubai.com Communications

Secondary School Senior Leadership

Head of Secondary Deputy Head Years 7 - 11 Deputy Head Years 12 -13 Deputy Head Pastoral
Michelle Puxty Jonathon Dunn Nemanja Dordevic Colin Leacy
michellep@diadubai.com jonathond@diadubai.com nemanjad@diadubai.com colinl@diadubai.com
Assistant Head Years 7-11 Assistant Head Years 12-13  Pastoral Coordinator Years 7-9 Pastoral Coordinator Years 10-13
Ruba Jeshi Gerhard Van Der Wal Amy Dowling Stephen Cleary
rubaj@diadubai.com gerhardv@diadubai.com amyd@diadubai.com stephenc@diadubai.com
MYP Coordinator DP Coordinator CP Coordinator Director of Sports
Mahua Paul Mona Khreis . John Aboaja Mihail Kouzev
mahuap@diadubai.com monak@diadubai.com johna@diadubai.com mihailk@diadubai.com

Heads of Year

HoY 7 HoY 9 HoY 11 HoY 13
Alicen Inker Paul McCabe Jamie O'Sullivan Naveen Tyagi
aliceni@diadubai.com paulc@diadubai.com Jamieo@diadubai.com naveent@diadubai.com
HoY 8 HoY 10 HoY 12
Katy Dolan Donna Campbell Andrew Hanlon
katyd@diadubai.com donnac@diadubai.com andrewh@diadubai.com

Heads of Department

Arabic A Arabic B Islamic English MYP English DP
Reda Al Ashmawey Mohamed Nasr Waleed Ahmed Renda Kayali Nagina Chaudhry
redaa@diadubai.com mohamedn@diadubai.com waleeda@diadubai.com rendak@diadubai.com naginac@diadubai.com
Maths MYP Maths DP Science MYP Science DP Humanities MYP
Katherine Beswick Rohanna Hymers Liam Cronin Barbara Timlin Laura Cunniffe

katherineb@diadubai.com rohannah@diadubai.com liamc@diadubai.comm barbarat@diadubai.com laurac@diadubai.com

Humanities DP Language B MYP Language B DP Design MYP RD.eSI.gE bp
Reena Tikku Blanca Gonzales Yolaine Siko Somya Jajor ajant ANoop
reenat@diadubai.com blancag@diadubai.com yolaines@diadubai.com somyaj@diadubai.com faryala@diadubai.com
Performing Arts Visual Arts Media PHE
Jill Martin Zeinab Koaik Seon Lewis Fiona Turnbull
jillm@diadubai.com zeinabk@diadubai.com  seonl@diadubai.com fionat@diadubai.com
Important Contacts
College Counsellor 12-13 College Counsellor 7-11 Head of Inclusion Secondary Secretary
Rachana Sippy Stewart Pinkerton Pashu Bhattacharya Chimone Bailie
rachanas@diadubai.com stewartp@diadubai.com pashub@diadubai.com chimoneb@diadubai.com
IT Support Accounts Department Personal Project Coordinator Attendance Officer
helpdesk@diadubai.com accounts@diadubai.com Nithya Sankaran Evelyn Pakatan

nithyas@diadubai.com evelynp@diadubai.com
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Awarded by the Editorial Board of SchoolsCompared and the Top Schools Awards Independent Judging
Panel for consistently outstanding feedback from parents and teachers, school-wide innovation, whaole child

development and outstanding contribution to the quality and standards of education for children in the UAE 2023.
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Dream - Inspire - Achieve



