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Head of Secondary Message

Hello All,

These last few weeks have been a milestone for many of
our students as we ran Subject Options evenings for both
Year 9 and Year 11. It was heartening to see students and
parents at both evenings as we continue to navigate their
educational journey.

We were also honoured to host a UN-themed assembly
welcoming the Director General of Kazakhstan, giving our
students a powerful reminder of global citizenship in
action. Looking ahead, we're excited to kick off the Dubai
30x30 challenge as a whole school community. Over the
next month we'll champion daily movement and well-
being, look out for updates from PE and student leaders
on simple ways to get involved at school and at home.
Let’s make this a month where we move together, feel
good, and have fun.




Key Diary Dates

Dubai 30x30 please see the programme here:
>> https: / /linktr.ee /diadubaisport

>> SS House Spirit Day Yr 7 - 9
3" November Lessons 1 - 3 Wear house colours

>> Duke of Edinburgh Practice Trip
3-4" November

>> Study In Australia & GCC Parent Coffee morning

6" November 7:45 am Canteen Extension

>> Secondary PTC Face to Face
See Email for more details 10" November

>>> Year 9 Parent coffee morning - Journey to post 16
Pathways

12" November 7:45 am Canteen Extension



https://linktr.ee/diadubaisport

Join Our DIA EH STEPPI Team

Help us climb the leaderboard across Dubai by tracking your daily activity on the STEPPI App!
Use our School Team Code: 2710 to join Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills on STEPPI - look at the Challenges
and then the DFC Education leaderboard!



Dear Community,

Get ready for one exciting month packed with energy, action, and community spirit as we take on the Dubai Fitness Challenge
Dubai 30x30 2025!

Join us as our entire DIA Emirates Hills family comes together to celebrate active lifestyles, health, wellbeing, fitness, fun, and
community through a series of amazing activities and events. Every step counts!

Major Community Events
e Monday, 3 November 2025 - Grand Opening Fitness HIIT Community Workout - led by MEFIT
“Be part of Dubai’s most energetic start! Let’s set a new attendance record together!”
 Friday, 14 November 2025 - DIA Mat Pilates - led by Tula studios (only 40 places available 12 years old and above)
“Move with purpose, breathe with balance - together we grow stronger.”
e Friday, 28 November 2025 - DIA Family Sports Day
“A day of fun, teamwork, and community spirit for the entire DIA Family.”
To take part in our two major community events, please fill in the registration form below:

Register here: https://forms.office.com/r/bxfaZMUydz

The full programme of events can be downloaded from here: https://innoventureseducation-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/mihailk/EfHj9kZI TRpGNThHVLONzZ0BVPO-5h1WsNkZo2P_TZ jyQ?e=TvKkpm

We look forward to seeing everyone participate and making these events a true success!
Join Our DIA EH STEPPI Team

Help us climb the leaderboard across Dubai by tracking your daily activity on the STEPPI App!
Use our School Team Code: 2710 to join Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills on STEPPI — look at the Challenges and then
the DFC Education leaderboard!

Every step, sprint, and workout counts — whether at school, at home, or anywhere across the city. Let’s show Dubai what an
active, healthy, and inspiring community we arel!

Exciting Rewards Await!

We are delighted to announce very attractive Gift Vouchers from Skechers for:

- The most active students (Primary & Secondary in separate categories)

- The most active parents

- The most active staff member

Plus, two major Gift Vouchers for the Top Female and Top Male participants in our community!

The total value of the gift vouchers is over AED 16,000 - thank you, Skechers, for your generosity and, most importantly, for your
support towards our community and healthier lifestyles!

All awards will be based on your activity recorded in the STEPPI App, so please don’t miss this opportunity — every move counts!
Let’s move, DIAI @

Thank you all and see you at the events!

Dream. Inspire. Achieve.

Yours in Sport and Well-being, Mr Mihail

Mihail Kouzev

Director of Sport
Physical & Health Education | Health & Wellbeing | Co-Curricular Activities
email: mihailk@diadubai.com
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PADIA

YEAR REPRESENTATIVES

Clotilde Vallée El
Tajoury
Year 7

I am Clotilde Vallée El
Tajoury.

[ am Mum of four kids in
DIA, 2 in Primary, and 2 in
Secondary.

This is our third year in the
School. I am very please to
be you PADIA parent for
this year 7.

Maria Kuzeva

Year 8

My name is Maria Kuzeva, and
I'm originally from Bulgaria,
living in Dubai with my husband
and our son, Emanuele. [ have a
deep passion for wellness,
balance, and personal growth,
and I truly believe in creating
harmony between family, work,
and wellbeing. | enjoy
connecting with people,
supporting my community, and
bringing positive energy into

everything I do.

Meghna Khan

Year 9

With 20+ years of global
experience across the USA,
India, and the Middle East, I
help professionals and
organizations unlock their full

potential  through  expert
career coaching, talent
development, and

productivity enhancement. As
an ICF Level 2 trained coach, I
specialize in guiding working
professionals, executives, and
students to achieve clarity,
confidence, and career

SucCcCess.



Synda Stambouli

Year 10

Heminder Phoolka
Kochar
Year 11

Hello everyone, | am Heminder, and I am
delighted to be the PADIA representative
for Year 11 parents this year. I have been
part of the school community ever since
my older child began schooling here, and
[ now have two children — one in Year 11
and another in Year 5. Over the years, DIA
integral part of our
family’s journey, and I am truly grateful

has become an

for the wonderful support it continues to
offer in my children’s academic and social
life. Professionally, [ work as an academic
coach, where I help and guide students in
career and stream selection, and support
them in becoming college-ready. I am
excited to collaborate with all of you,
share ideas, and work together to make
this year more meaningful and engaging
for our children.

My name is Sinda Stambouli, and [ am a proud

mother of two children currently in Year 10

and Year 9. Our family has been part of the DIA

Emirates Hills community for the past 12

years, since our journey began in KG1.

[ am a pharmacist by training, and we moved

to Dubai 15 years ago, which has truly become

our home.

[ am delighted to serve as the Year 10 Parent

Representative this year and look forward to

supporting our school community.

Shweta Agarwal

Year 12

Hello, 'm Dr. Shweta Agarwal, proud
mom of two boys in Year 12 and Year 7.
Our family has been part of DIA for four
years, and Dubai has been our home for
more than a decade. Over time, I have
been fortunate to contribute to different
projects in various capacities as an
educator, examiner and mentor. I am
excited the

contribute through PADIA, strengthening

about opportunity to

the spirit of school community.

Professionally, 'm a Breast Radiologist,
specializing in cancer screening and
diagnosis, and for more than 2 decades
I've been actively involved in raising

awareness and empowering women.

Nina Chams

Year 13

My name is Nina Chams,
and I am a working mom of
two my son Ahmad is in
Year 13 & and my daughter
Carla is in Year 12. I'm
excited to join the PADIA
team as the Year 13 parent
representative and look
forward to working together
with all of you and the
school to make the final
and

year a  positive

memorable one for

kids.

our



MYP

Year 10 Media Students Lead
Inspiring Wellbeing Campaign

As part of their Media unit on visual communication and
social awareness, Year 10 students at DIA showcased an
inspiring Wellbeing Campaign aimed at promoting
positive mental health among students from Years 7 to 10.

The campaign transformed the school’s media space into
an interactive wellbeing fair, where younger students
were invited to visit creative stands designed and
managed by the Year 10 Media class. Each stand featured
eye-catching posters, original logos, and branding
materials, all designed by the students to communicate
important messages about mental wellbeing.

Visitors had the chance to play interactive games, learn
key facts about topics such as stress management, healthy
habits, and self-esteem, and even win small prizes. This
hands-on experience allowed the younger students to
engage with important wellbeing ideas in a fun and
memorable way
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ALPHA PROGRAMME /J_/
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Three of our outstanding ALPHA students —
Hafid Eledath, Sara Johnson, and Vaibhav
Mundanat — proudly represented DIA

Emirates Hills at Round 1 of the Next Gen
World Majlis 2025, held at the Terra
Auditorium, Expo City Dubai.

This year's theme, “Cities That Move Us:
Designing Healthier, Happier, Greener
Communities,” challenged students to explore
how cities can evolve to improve well-being
and sustainability. The session opened with an
inspiring presentation from an industry expert,
who shared insights on urban innovation and
community design. Students then participated
in an engaging Q&A session and a live
interactive quiz, using digital tools to showcase
their understanding and creativity.

This event not only deepened students’
appreciation for environmental
stewardship and urban planning but also
highlighted the importance of youth

voices in shaping future cities. Hafid, Sara,
and Vaibhav demonstrated exceptional
curiosity, teamwork, and forward thinking
throughout the session.

From this round, 20 students across the UAE
will be shortlisted to advance to Round 2,
based on quiz performance and their
insightful audio submissions.

We are incredibly proud of our ALPHA
students for representing DIA with such
confidence and vision at this prestigious
national platform.
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GLOBAL POLITICS

IB DP Global Politics 711

IBDP Global Politics is a multidisciplinary
course that explores fundamental political
concepts such as power, human rights,
sovereignty, and peace. It fosters critical
thinking and analytical skills, enabling
students to understand and engage with
complex political issues on local, national,
and global levels.

IB DP History

IBDP History syllabus helps to develop
students’ understanding of the past as a
dynamic, interpretive discipline and to
equip them with essential skills for critical
engagement with historical events

e Choose Global Politics if you are

passionate about current affairs,
international relations, and want to
explore real-world political dynamics.
Choose History if you enjoy deep
dives into the past, analyzing causes
and consequences, and writing
structured essays.

&HISTORY

KEY BENEFITS
IB DP Global Politics

-Contemporary Relevance: Engages with concepts of power, sovereignty, legitimacy,
interdependence, current global issues like development & sustainability, peace &
conflict, human rights & justice and contemporary global challenges.
-Interdisciplinary Approach: Combines elements of geography, sociology, economics,
and international relations.

-Critical thinking: Develops critical thinking skKills as students apply theoretical
perspectives to analyse real-world examples.

- Case Study-Based Learning: Uses real-world examples to explore political theories
and concepts, helping to contextualise learning.

-Flexible Assessment: The engagement project allows students to actively participate
in and explore political issues they care about.

IB DP History

- Analytical skills: Encourages deep analysis of historical events, causes, and
consequences.

- Research Skills: The Internal Assessment (IA) fosters independent research and
source evaluation.

-Global Perspective: Covers diverse regions and time periods, promoting
international awareness.

- Strong Academic Foundation: Highly respected by universities for its rigour and

analytical depth.
CHALLENGES
IB DP Global Politics IB DP History

Abstract Concepts: Some political Heavy Content Load: Requires
theories can be difficult to grasp memorization of detailed facts,
without strong foundational dates, and historiography.
knowledge. Time-Intensive: Demands
Less Historical Depth: Focuses more extensive reading and essay
on current events than historical writing.

context. Subjectivity in Assessment:
Newer Subject: May be less Interpretation of historical
recognized or understood by some events can vary, making
universities compared to History. grading feel less predictable.
Potential Bias: Discussions can be Limited Contemporary
influenced by personal or cultural Relevance: Focuses more on
perspectives, requiring careful past events than current
balance. global issues.



Strategies for Success
MYP YEARS 10 & 11

Toguide students in
breaking tasks into
manageable steps and
using planners effectively
to stay organized and
meet deadlines.

To help students recognize that
intelligence and skills can grow
with effort and perseverance,
fostering confidence and
reducing fear of failure.

To introduce relaxation
techniques such as deep
breathing and mindfulness to
help students manage study
pressure.

To encouragestudents to use
flashcards, self-questioning,
and group discussions to
enhance engagement and
retention rather than relying
on passive reading.

To guide students in effectively
organizing their OneNote and
developing healthy digital habits
to minimize distractions online.

To encourage students
to reach out to a teacher
or counselor if they need
guidance and support.



INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES
Subjects in

The Individuals & Societies group in the MYP encourages students to explore
the human experience — past, present, and future. Through suizjects such as
History, Geography, Business, and Economics, studer:: develop critical
thinking, research, and analytical skills that prepare them for success in the IB
Diploma and beyond.

Students become time detectives — exploring how past events, decisions,
and movements have shaped today’'s world. They learn to analyze
evidence, question perspectives, and understand cause and effect.

Through real-world case studies, students explore how people
interact with their environments. Topics such as sustainability,
urbanization, and global development help them connect local

and global issues.
o A O

Students learn how organizations operate and how entrepreneurs turn

'@ ideas into reality. They explore marketing, finance, and ethical business
%,
o

practices through practical projects and case studies

Students develop an understanding of how individuals, )
businesses, and governments make choices about resources. ‘ Q
They learn to analyze data and think critically about global and < ?
local economic issues.
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BTEC
STUDENTS OF
THE MONTH

Y13 - CHLOE SAID HANNA
Y12 - ERIKA GRADNITZER

Chloe and Erika have been named BTEC
Students of the Month for September for
their exceptional class participation, positive
attitude, and consistently outstanding
standard of work. Both students approach
every lesson with enthusiasm and
professionalism, demonstrating a genuine
commitment to learning and improvement.
Their thoughtful contributions, teamwork,
and high-quality submissions consistently
raise the standard for their peers, making
them excellent role models within the class.
Congratulations to Chloe and Erika on this
well-deserved achievement!



BREAKING NEWS

VOL. 11, NO.5 3 THE CP NEWS

¢ 31 NOVEMBER 2025

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THE INTRODUCTION OF BTEC INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY AS A NEW CAREER RELATED STUDY PATHWAY FOR OUR STUDENTS.
THIS COURSE PROVIDES A PRACTICAL, CAREER-FOCUSED LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT, GIVING STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP VALUABLE
PNII[];:JTSATLRI?EIS(ILLS THAT ARE IN HIGH DEMAND ACROSS A WIDE RANGE OF

Through BTEC IT, students will gain hands-on experience in areas such
as:

« Information technology systems and data management

« Software and web development

o IT project management and communication skills

« Real-world problem solving and teamwork

We believe that introducing BTEC IT will help our students thrive in the
modern digital world and open exciting doors for their future careers.

This qualification allows CP students even more flexibility to create a
unique Post-16 education pathway, tailored to their career aspirations.

If youd like to learn more about this new pathway, please contact the
school office for further details.

THE CP NEWS

PAGE 01



Year 12 & 13 Study habits &
preparing for the exams

1.Consolidation
of knowledge

Students underestimate the importance
of revisiting subject content and
ensuring that they have conceptual
knowledge of the subject. The textbook
is the best way to consolidate
knowledge

3. Practice makes
perfect

There is a significant difference in short-
and long-term memory. When students
are regularly engaging with content and
practice questions, then this is
embedded in long term memory. Don't
procrastinate until the last minute, plan
ahead!

2. Self- reflection
& progress check

Self-reflection and progress checks can
support students to know where they
are struggling, or to identify specific
areas to work on. Self-reflection is done
without the help of peers and teachers,
and students need to ensure that they
know where they need to improve on.

4. Challenge

This is important leading up to the mid-
year examinations, where students will
sit full examination papers. Students
need to be able to complete questions
under a time constraint. Past paper
guestions and exam style questions are
accessible on Managebac and also on
Kognity.









Student Lunchtime
Entertainment

Last week Gabrielle, Isabella,
Andrea, Arsh, Aanaya, Vinuki,
Rebecca & Siya from our Year 11
music treated us to a lunchtime
concert.

Last week our Senior students put on an excellent show celebrating
art, music, dance & culture.









Over a three-week period, both before and after the
mid-term break, we held our Student Council
campaign and election process. This included class
representative nominations and voting, as well as
applications, interviews, and elections for our Year
Level Presidents and Vice Presidents.

We are now delighted to announce that we have our
full Student Council in place!

Attached is the list of our newly appointed members,
along with a photo from their first introductory
meeting an exciting start to what promises to be a
dynamic year of student leadership and
collaboration.

The Council will be meeting bi-weekly, while class
representatives will also meet reqularly with their
year teams and contribute to Homeroom (HR)
activities. Our first major projects will take place
during Wellbeing Week (11th-14th November), where
students will lead initiatives promoting kindness,
community, and positive wellbeing across the school.
A huge thank you to all students in Years 7-12 who
participated in this year's Student Council selection
process. The level of enthusiasm, creativity, and
leadership displayed was truly impressive, and we are
so proud of everyone who took part.
Congratulations to our newly selected Student
Council members! We can’t wait to see the incredible
ideas and projects you'll bring to life this year.



PINK DAY

On Monday, 27th October, our Secondary School Students came
together to celebrate Pink Day, raising awareness for Breast Cancer
and funds for GIVE. 5§

Students showed amazing spirit by wearing pink, selling ribbon pins,
and hosting a pink-themed food sale — with all proceeds supporting
this important cause. The day was filled with energy, compassion, and
community pride. ¢’

A huge thank you to our student leaders for organising the event and
to Capture@DIA — with special credit to Leandre Bredekamp, Avi
Papriwal, and Anishka Bhargava — for capturing the day so
beautifully.

4 "WE FIGHT CANCER TOGETHER" 4



Al & STUDENT SAFEGUARDING

SAFEGUARD YOUR
TEENAGER IN THE DIGITAL
WORLD!

Artificial Intelligence is rapidly transforming how teenagers learn, socialise, and
express themselves online. While Al tools can be powerful for creativity and
academic support, they also raise new safeguarding concerns. Many Al platforms
collect personal data, create deepfakes, or generate misleading information that
can blur the lines between truth and fiction. Some chatbots and social media
tools can simulate emotional connection, leaving young people vulnerable to
manipulation or inappropriate influence.

Parents are encouraged to have open conversations about Al use - ask your child
how they use these tools, what they share, and how they verify information.
Remind them that not all content generated by Al is accurate or ethical, and that
their digital footprint still matters even when interacting with “virtual” systems.
Encourage balance and critical thinking, and model responsible use at home.

These themes - digital responsibility, online safety, and Al ethics will be explored

with Secondary School students through our Hommeroom Programme over the
coming year, ensuring they learn to use Al safely, responsibly, and thoughtfully.

The DIA Pastoral Team



DIA EH
Student Attendance

"

oV

We're delighted to share that during the first half term of
this school year, 545 students achieved 100% attendance
from 26th August to 10th October! Regular attendance is one
of the strongest predictors of academic success—it builds
continuity in learning, strengthens friendships, and fosters a
sense of belonging and responsibility.

We'd like to extend our sincere thanks to all families for your
ongoing support in ensuring students are present, punctual,
and engaged every day. Together, we're helping our young
people build the habits and resilience that lead to lasting
success.

The DIA Pastoral Team






United Nations Day Celebration
Assembly

Last week, our school community came together to
celebrate United Nations Day, a vibrant and meaningful
event that highlighted our shared commitment to peace,
unity, and cultural understanding. The assembly brought
to life the spirit of international cooperation that lies at
the heart of both the UN and our school community.

Students from across year levels took to the stage to
share performances that reflected the beauty and
diversity of our global society. The event reminded
everyone that our strength lies in our differences and
that respect, empathy, and collaboration are the
foundations of a peaceful world.

The assembly also encouraged students to think
critically about their role as global citizens, and how
small acts of kindness, inclusion, and advocacy can
contribute to a better and fairer world.

It was inspiring celebration of what unites us all, our
shared humanity. The campaign transformed the
school’s media space into an interactive wellbeing fair,
where younger students were invited to visit creative
stands designed and managed by the Year 10 Media
class. Each stand featured eye-catching posters, original
logos, and branding materials, all designed by the
students to communicate important messages about
mental wellbeing.

Well done to The DIAMUN Team!






School Principal
Hitesh Bhagat
hiteshb@diadubai.com

Secondary School Senior Leadership

Head of Secondary Deputy Head Years 7 - 11 Deputy Head Years 12 -13 Deputy Head Pastoral
Michelle Puxty Jonathon Dunn Nemanja Dordevic Colin Leacy
michellep@diadubai.com jonathond@diadubai.com nemanjad@diadubai.com colinl@diadubai.com
Assistant Head Years 7-11 Assistant Head Years 12-13  Pastoral Coordinator Years 7-9 Pastoral Coordinator Years 10-13
Ruba Jeshi Gerhard Van Der Wal Amy Dowling Stephen Cleary
rubaj@diadubai.com gerhardv@diadubai.com amyd@diadubai.com stephenc@diadubai.com
MYP Coordinator DP Coordinator CP Coordinator Director of Sports
Mahua Paul Mona Khreis . John Aboaja Mihail Kouzev
mahuap@diadubai.com monak@diadubai.com johna@diadubai.com mihailk@diadubai.com

Heads of Year

HoY 7 HoY 9 HoY 11 HoY 13
Alicen Inker Paul McCabe Jamie O'Sullivan Naveen Tyagi
aliceni@diadubai.com paulc@diadubai.com Jamieo@diadubai.com naveent@diadubai.com
HoY 8 HoY 10 HoY 12
Katy Dolan Donna Campbell Andrew Hanlon
katyd@diadubai.com donnac@diadubai.com andrewh@diadubai.com

Heads of Department

Arabic A Arabic B Islamic English MYP English DP
Reda Al Ashmawey Mohamed Nasr Waleed Ahmed Renda Kayali Nagina Chaudhry
redaa@diadubai.com mohamedn@diadubai.com waleeda@diadubai.com rendak@diadubai.com naginac@diadubai.com
Maths MYP Maths DP Science MYP Science DP Humanities MYP
Katherine Beswick Rohanna Hymers Liam Cronin Barbara Timlin Laura Cunniffe

katherineb@diadubai.com rohannah@diadubai.com liamc@diadubai.comm barbarat@diadubai.com laurac@diadubai.com

Humanities DP Language B MYP Language B DP Design MYP RD.GSI.gz bp
Reena Tikku Blanca Gonzales Yolaine Siko Somya Jajor djani Anoop
reenat@diadubai.com blancag@diadubai.com yolaines@diadubai.com somyaj@diadubai.com faryala@diadubai.com

Performing Arts Visual Arts Media PHE
Jill Martin Zeinab Koaik Seon Lewis Fiona Turnbull
jillm@diadubai.com zeinabk@diadubai.com  seonl@diadubai.com fionat@diadubai.com

Important Contacts

College Counsellor 12-13 College Counsellor 7-11 Head of Inclusion Secondary Secretary
Rachana Sippy Stewart Pinkerton Pashu Bhattacharya Chimone Bailie
rachanas@diadubai.com stewartp@diadubai.com pashub@diadubai.com chimoneb@diadubai.com

IT Support Accounts Department Personal Project Coordinator Attendance Officer
helpdesk@diadubai,com accounts@diadubai_com Nlthya Sankaran EVelyn Pakatan

nithyas@diadubai.com evelynp@diadubai.com




