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Mobile Phone Policy

Mobile phones have become an integral part of life and society. Their functions enable day-to-
day lives to run smoothly and efficiently. Raffles International School accepts that practices
around the use of mobile devices are changing and in response to this, allows students to have
mobile phones in school predominantly for emergency purposes on their way to and from school.

It is expected that with the BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) agreement, a student wishing to access
the internet in class or take a photograph of work on the board should use that device and not
their phone. From 7:30am until 3:00pm mobiles phones and headphones/airpods should be
switched off and out of sight to prevent them from becoming a distraction. There have been
instances of students’ messaging during lessons and parents phoning their child’s mobile phone
during the school day, which is not acceptable. Students have also been late to classes due to
walking around school corridors using mobile phones and having headphones/airpods in to make
calls.

Mobile phones may be used prior to the start of the school day and after normal school hours
have finished. Some lessons may require the use of a mobile phone for learning purposes, but
this is at the discretion of the teacher.

If parents wish to pass on an urgent message during school hours, they should contact the school
reception or the child’s Head of Year. Similarly, students who have a genuine need to contact
their parents whilst they are on school premises may use the telephone in the school reception
or a member of SLT’s office. We have had incidents where students contact parents to arrange
collection when they feel unwell. This goes against procedure, as students are required to visit
the school clinic if they are unwell, and the school nurse will arrange collection.

If a student’s mobile phone causes any disturbance whatsoever during the school day, or if
students are seen using their mobile phones outside of the designated times, it will be
confiscated by the teacher and handed to security for safe keeping. The student’s Head of Year
will be informed. If a student repeatedly ignores the school’s policy regarding mobile phone use,
they may have the phone confiscated for a longer period and ultimately may lose the privilege of
having a mobile phone in school at all.

In some lessons students may use headphones/airpods to watch videos/complete online
exercises in support of their learning. These headphones should be connected to a device and
not to a phone and should be used at the discretion of the teacher. As with mobile phones, they
should be kept in bags or lockers during the school day.

Students will not be allowed to use their phone to pay for orders in the canteen (Apple Pay for
example). Too often this privilege has been misused and resulted in inappropriate mobile phone
use during snack times. Students can pay for their orders using cash, a bank card, or by topping
up their school ID using the Kalo app.
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Sixth Formers may use their mobile phones in the Sixth Form Common Room, but they must be
put in bags as soon as they leave this venue. They should not be visible at any time during the
school day outside of the Common Room.

Students will have the following consequences put in place for mobile phone use outside of
designated times:

1t offence — phone confiscated and collected at end of the day.

2" offence - phone confiscated and parents to collect the phone.

3" offence — phone confiscated and parents to collect the phone alongside a meeting with Head
of Year.

4th offence in a term- phone confiscated and collected by parents, plus removal of the right to
have a mobile phone on school site for the remainder of the academic year.

Confiscated Mobile Phones

If a staff member confiscates a mobile phone, it will be clearly marked with the student’s name
and handed by that staff member to security. It will be stored securely in a Ziplock bag.

Students are allowed to collect confiscated mobile phones only at the end of the school day from
the security office.

Students who have had the right to have a mobile phone in school withdrawn, will hand their
phone to SLT at the start of the day and collect at the end of the day. The Head of Year is
responsible for checking this action.

Summary

e Mobile phones must be switched off during the school day from 7:30am until 3:00pm.
Having the phone switched to silent mode is not acceptable.

e Parents should contact the school office/reception or respective Head of Year for urgent
messages and students are allowed to use the school telephone to contact parents where
there is a genuine need.

e Mobile phones can be used in class if the teacher has given permission. Their use is
restricted to the support of teaching and learning.

e Mobile phones should never be visible. They should be in a bag or locker. This includes
not using to pay for canteen orders.

e Students who abuse these rules may have their right to have a mobile phone in school
revoked.
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